b

. ““

—

-

—

e

N
=R S _..
{7 = ../m.s,w W | e
——— F i —
Iljlil.\w " i i i ——
' = X _ | v
vy [ N\ e e - L S
,f.. .I.\w d _ w ..11!|.I.. r./.
Il.u.r...rl llfl‘!r.‘.\ m _. " ’n‘f'lr,lls
: f/yll\\\ i I 3 L e,
| ! SR :
_ ; | “ e o
- ~ w m .»,\ ....-../,
Sy ! _ . ;o
S TR I i
e ! T T
< 7N o
N N\

{
W
N
/
W

>)
~o)
oAbt

¥ v t
o ;
5
" 4
’, s
L) o

|

|
s, X
J/

wree®
)

4

/

&
- = _\)
-

A
¢
i

N
“\'l/é__.
N
10
i'8)
[
Pad
-
/

/
?
/

‘.

{

/

|

del

e
s e T e

1 fllfui < { Tl
) 4 H
] .‘ulm....!\.ﬂ, ! 1.W| _. .
\ i (j.r...\“ll”\_...lw.\.“\. _ _
< | |
|
_




CONTENES

-—

> 3 (21 v e ik R DL [ oo

"
Ry
s Y

T o
becre

oL

18 DAV s a e e ae .

1T e oy T,
BOOHQTI0T EEE

(@]

Copyaii

N

o
.



10.2 Maxch 1975.

no
O

EDITORTAL

I have decided thot most of this countryts three
million or so anglers arc schizophrenic. You may well
wonder as to how I have arrived @b this somewhat strange
conclusion. Now, with the arrival of the close zeason, the
opportunity arrives for us to do all those little tasks that
our angling activitics prcclude us from doing. The most,

~darce I say, popular activity secms To be painting. Butb we
alsc proiess to make usce of whe break Go repair and prepare,
for “the comning seoson, our tockle. Above all celse, however,
we look forward with great anvicipation to Junc 1boh ~ The
plorious gixtecnth. For what would fishing be without the
first day of the scason?

Alas, we cre not satisfied with that. Vhen the
close serenn is olmost upon us, the question goos round:
“wtfve ia Laecre any closc season fishing?” Hihd delve decep
IP' emnty vocketa Lo Lork cut the nece ““j loot for <he

3; Sieted close season ticlket (I confess Ho be guilty
"‘EC‘inLmQITL/bluC¢)a

W, JOU may Sey, and. you would be right in saying,
es not show svaptomne ot Echigophrenia. It doocs
ms oFf an overdosc of %Vﬂocv‘”v, for T know many &
g whe ‘I€th Vo Pe scme form of pagan rcligous
mending an unofficinl bank holiday: yet this same
'”\fel nany a mile vr ond o avolid the statutory

=

SECHIEEE Ik But Schrucoh 1L displayed, The ongler
has o dlosuinesd ond OuPO sLeg ﬁ“rﬂfnﬁlﬂulcqn The one roevels

and. delicuis in the break: ,
visli Toellow anglers o L(iL w1t s pleased that the
scasuen e over, yot is still itching te cast out agnin on
Lhut Suorod day s the other is 1ne bLObh glde of the angler.
This perscrnlity ig hidden in +the nether regicns of the mind
Tor meg®t of the year, yet betvwoen the mo mUho of March and
June i C o the fore, growing shtrcnger with every passing
and craves for o wod in tihe hand; 16 1s fod
sixce for fish, and the longer Lt 1s d“OTlVbd of itbs
& M(QLM thae Dtr005CT it becomcs so that by the begianing
of Juna Lu offon succzeds Lo persueding its owner to go oub
and poach, In seme weak wilileda individuols Lhis ghcul comes
o tho i‘xog ané. its appetite is satiated by “he purchase cf
the ¢lose season bticket.

out of its way wo phoiec or

In our highiy technological and urban mOCi@ty3 the

cveryday pressurcs upon us arc so great vthas we hend o

Loge vhe abilivy ko cope witn Tho Grrker sidc of oue fighing
mind.. T proposc thotr we are oLl miniaturce Dr Jeekyils all
weok. going about our Azily voutince; buv come vhe weekend.,

we oo into My Hide, scelking new and exciting ways by which
Nal

we ocan caceh fish dn Hhe olose 8COS0N.

TAVID SMTLUH



40 NAC Bulletin

TLCL Ly TIPS

By Brian Crawford,

Over the years I have picked up the odd tip here and
there, the idea being to make lifc a little easicr or more
comfortable. I find that most shop bought items do not conform
to my requircments and hence I tond to adapt them to suit mysclf,
as do many otnher anglers.

I thirk it would be a good idca to put mine and other
angler”‘ ideas into print in the Bu130u1n, to give, I hope,
inspirabtion to other members and to oncourngc them to print
theirs', and by so doing make a regular featurc in the Bullctin,
I feel sure cvery member has at lecast one tip or idea to put
forward (an crticle is not necded) and the editor can fit them
in anywhere in each publication.

1 Brolly Tent

There are shop bought lengiths of matericl or polythene
ready madc to comvert a brolly into a tent. Thesc arc usually
very bighly wricoi and, from what I have seen, inadequate. The
alternatives a: 0 eilther usc a tarp of ceither polythcnc or
canvasg, or o construct one's own. The foracr casc should be
very simple, and o varp is easy to get from a hauvlege firm for
about ¢ pound: Th: posgible dissadvantage is the weight and
bulk %o be comricd, For the latver, I found it simple o
congtruet from (i following: I bought <« bluc polythenc sheet
of pool liner Trum Woolworths, ninc feet squore, costing cboutb
80 = 90n. This won cub inbo wwo Go form two SMVPUS Sft x 43f
These were jeanel vogether using 13" IWC adhcesive tape from
Woolworths, gmving cne sheet 18ft6 x 4410,

tep was to whip on to the brolly rib, two
hc T inch curtain rings, aad then to buy
a packew S on curwvain rwnmaq or o similar typeo.
These are inse to holes in the polythens sheet along one
aide at corz\\“ Ie red lengths, Wwhe holes Dbeing reinforced

inches fron

with HCHEE ad.ae 1pe= Tnis, when erecced, will give a strong
circua tie whose shape can be adjusted to sult by
adjusting t} » on Go the rings. The bottom edge can be

vegped uUNn ' sxtbra firm anchorage, and more adhesive
fape along Gho bottom would prove advantageous.

I havs used a tent of this type for three years and
found i% excellans; it folds up very compact and is light to
csrry. The only real snag is the Job ol folding it. This can
be tricky at times, but is easily done by two people.

2. Brelly Ctorm Cever.

To really make the brolly tent stormproof here is an
idea I borrowsd from Alan Hawkins ak Tawsley Lake in 1971. He
uaed a sheets of po‘»tLJ“e tailored to go over the top of his
vrolly, with » hole in its middle for the brolly pcle and guy
lines to poke through. It is fixed to tips of whe brolly ribs
by stout rubber bands secured to the sheet, again reinforced
with adhesive taps. This two has given excellent service for
two seasons. It is light and folds compacts.

9. el Measure.

then a pgocd eel is capbured, the fun of measuring it
pegins: trying to Lceb it stlill arnd in a straight line for



10.2 March 1975. 51

measuring poses some problems.- Arthur Smith had a very good
solution for this, as I saw again at Fawsley. He used a length
of PVC guttering, blocked off at one end, and with a PVC tape
measure stuck inside the bottom and varnished over. This does
the job admirably, and is an ingenious idea.

4, Trace Holder.

Another good idea of Arthur's I saw is useful to those
who like to fish using a long trace. He had extended a shop
bough® trace holder by sawing it in half and then Jjoining it
together again, bubt with a piece of wood inserted between the
halves, Mo anyone contemplating this idea, I would suggest
they contact Arthur for the correct details.

5. lNight ILights,

L always carry a couple of night lights, bought
from Won;worbhs, with me on my night sessions I find them
very handy for when I indulge in my frequenb mldnl ‘ht cooking
sessions. 'They give a good, but not Goo bright llgh y are
stable and take up little room,.

Well, these are just a few of the vips I know, and
hope “the; may be of use to one or two of you. I look forward
to reading about some of yours in the future,

-
N
=

| BEVWEEN APRERTON RESERVOIR AND STANLEY PARK TA

, }

By Alan Hawkinsg

1 fishing being what it is, 1% is quite rare for
satech more than a handful of eels from their project
~1ngle season. Very often October arrives with no

membcrs to
walber 1n &
more than chout ten fish in the bag; we have probably spent

7OHT vours catehing them, and we want this small sample
as much as it can about the future rotential for
) in question. But small samples are gquibte limited
Lﬂ whaﬁ they can do, We can prepare tables such as those
shown on the nazes of this Bulletin, and, if we have taken
obolivhs, we may be able to reinforcse our estimates based on
the weilghts nfthe figh by considerations of growth rate.
Never-tho—-less, with numbers of about ten there is quite a
good chance of being wrong.

many

Sometimes, however, members turn in such catches of

cels that the Club analyss is no longer in the cramped world
of small numbers. Iarge numbers open up new and exciting
fields £or study, and, I believe, when they occur we should
spotlipght them so we can all lkavn scome new ideas aboutbt eel
fishirg,

TLast sumnmer, three members contributed to catches ol
this sort. Two of our newer members, Chris Davy and Terry
J@fiefmon extracted uo fewer than 73 eels from Abberton
reservolr, while, even more r@”narkaoljD John Watson took 72
fish in an almost non~ahop bliwz on Stanley Park during the
first two months of the sssson. Thus, although I have not
prepared the general repord on vhe 1972 rqulLS yet, I have
rl2d these two waters oubt for special study in this article.
Naturally, tire conclusions will be of special interest to the
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three members concerned - this is only right in view of their
exceptlonal efforts in getting the data - but I believe it will
also be of interest to ws all.

Perhaps the first thing to say is that both Abberton
and Stanley Park were known to the Anguilla Club before 1972,
From Abberton, a tally of 111 eels has accumulated over the
years, while the previous total for the park lake was 24,
Unfortundtely, the details of these fish are still held by the
previcus chairman; hence, the past medians and gquartiles
appear in the lists on these pages, but I am unable to go
Turther and ald last years results to the earlier ones,

Never~trne-less, we can compare medians and quartiles
of the pre~19Y2 cotch with those of the fish taken last summer.
Cb s ig set ou’ in Gable 1, below.

TABLE 4.

' 01d and new results; all baits.

LERERTON STANLEY PARK

196771 1972 1967-71 1972
IQ 2:6 2:2 0:12 1:3
Median 24 2:11 1 1:59
UQ 5/ LR 1:7 237

At AbLerion res., 1t looks as 1if Chris and Terry
fared much the >, or very slightly worse, Than previous
hvgulllia Ciub it e Lvery single one of the 1667-71 fish
was waken on worm 2ad so were all bub two of the latest batch,

therecfore the resulis are SLrlﬂLLy CO¢psrable, The reservoir
appears %o be Iishi.g in a comnsistent way from year to year,
and in terme of medizng or quqrblles is second only to
Greystones as a blg wel water

Jobhn Watsoa, however, has improved on past results
quite eubstantlially. Although ho caught rather more fish on
dead-oal?t then in P“”VlO”S years, this difference in bait
usoge does net scem Go ezplain the better results, as I shall
show at che end .of the worticle, The difference may just be
a difference bLabween Suasons, but it could also reflect the
5;"11 and. experiencs of the angler concerned, Certainly,

wom hisg Bulletin article (8cpt. 1972, 25-27) we can see that
John has made a dsbtailed study of Lho lake, and tried a number
of new ideas last season,

The main point of thﬂs article, though, is ‘o show
ihat we can go a bit further than medians and quartiles when
we have /0O 0da. eels to play with., ILet ws start by thinking
ahout th relatlve numbers of eels of differcent weights in
the wwo waters., To make life casier, I bave divided the
eels up into 1027 weizht clasSou3 and plotted the numbers
ir. each 100z gi-oup in the bleck-diagrams of Fig. 1. Thus, for
Abberton, Fig. 1. shows that no ecls were caught in the O ~ 100z
grotp, three were taken from 11 -~ 200z, cleven from 21 - 500z,
aixl 80 Onle

You will notice that the overall shape of the gruphs
for the two wabors is quite differenwt. At Abberton, the
nurbers rise to a peak in the middle at the 41~50 group, and
drep off shardly eithzr side. But 237 Svanley Park, the numbers
rise Uo a peall close G2 *i start of vthe grapih, in the 11-200z
gooup, and then taper off very slowly as we climb up the weight
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Fige 1 Veight Distribution of eels in Abberton & Stanley Park
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scale. Clearly, the average run of fish at Abberton is much
bettex» than that at Sban]ey Park; in fact, the average (as
dlst“nCU from the medlan) weight of the reservoir flsh is 2:11
while a’ Stanley it is only 1:10.

But what -about 41b plus fish? Or five or six pound
nlus? Well, the 73 eels from Abberton contained no less than
five eels of 41b or more, while Stanley yielded only two.
Foedther water granted our anglers a 51b eel, so we have no
figures *o go on. But if we look at the shapes of the graphs
in Fig.1, a ravher interesting possibility suggests itself.

As we suid, the deorease in numbers as we ascend into the

alms cf realiy Lig eels is much more gradual at Stanley
' when we think of eels over 51b, might there
noy be = better chvince at Stanley Park?

At firs: fight this may seem absurd. Of course

Abberton is a beti~ir big eel water than Stanley Park!
Fortunaiely, however. we can do a little more than just speculate
about this; we can 7o some way to pubtting this silly idea to
the test by making :se of the statisticians' friend, the
Normal disbribubticn As you maoy remember from the Iirst
otolith articis, 1 is a mathematical fcrmula which describes
o 'hell shaped’ of a particular type - a type which

it a large : natural distribuvions such as the
beights oif me: L sha]l showo the weights of cels., I
VOh'u wans Too oo the arithmetic alone
takes an hour cv =o un an elquTOﬂlC calculator, So let me
say simply that - use our data to calculate appropriate

jelues Cur oour roiialay we then sce if our formula works

back <cal Leting values and comparing them wivh the actual

the Gﬁ."uuDCﬂdunCG is good, we can have confidence
in our Iommula and wvae Lt Fo oalcu]atc expeclhed numbers of

cels ouu~i&o oumn d”-h\l observations, in this case, the
mest liksly freq| .~ of 5 and 61b ecls. Of course, we can't®
oo oo fur with this, because the further we stray from our
actual measurements. vhe more uncertain our predictions becoie,
L5 would be abourd. for instance, to try and predict the
avmbers of 101% cels from a sample which only just crecps over
4ib. n way case, chere may well not be any ccls that bigi

ALYl ~ight. Trom Fig.1, Abberton cels follow a nice
peld shaped curve, S0 we can use “our formula straight away.
S:onley Park ecus dor't, but we can make them do so by a simple,
nd berfeotly legitimste process of transforming the actual
'flgluS into a thiag called logarithms. Again, w1uhout going
ki) unnccessary details, we can sce that thls works by looking
b Mig.2, where the transformed values for Stanley Park now
show a nice symmebtrical distribution.

So far, so good, [ hop Now let us see 1f the
m;vnod is ar Ny vee by JOOKln@ at L&blOS 2 and 3. In these
I have sc¢t oubt ihe actual percontawc of cels above or below
a glvev weight, and compared these figures with the percentages
ovr formula says there ounght to be. As you can sece, the
correspondence botueen the actual and predicted frequencies
ie guite remarkaply good; in no case do they differ by more
Hi.aa a few percent,
Since the formula secms vo Eﬂﬁ'“he data, lev us try
+i3 predict the most likely numbers of bigger cels. For these
tao roculbs came out asi—

At itoberton. cae 51b fish in every /50 landed
sne 6lb fish in every 50,000 landed
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Iige 2 Transformed weights for Stanley Park.
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Tanlh 2. Observed and calculated values for Abberton.

% Below (o0z) % Above (o0z)
1:2 1:9 1:15 2:5 Cdl %:8 34 44 4:10
sntual 3 6 19 30 37 14 7 3
rredicted 2 7 16 21 %1 16 7 2

0:6 0:12 1:0 14 2:0 2:9 3l 4.3
Actual 3 ) 16 35 %0 20 % 7
Predictod 2 7 16 51 37 16 7 2
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At Stanley, one 5lb fish in every 125 landed
onc 61b fish in every 400 landed

Thus the best estimate we can provide, an estimate
which uses cevery single one of the 70 odd eels from ecach
water 4o make its predictions, says that there is a better
chann~e »f a big eel in Stanley than at Abberton. Indeed,
thers ~ppears to be a greater chance of landing a six pound
fish #wom the park lake than of landing a five pound effort
from the reservoir.

At Stanley Park, the figures suggest that a five
a H

pound «=l shuuﬂu occur once in cvery 125 flSh caught,
fhis rices now to say that it actually will, of course.
It 1r wather 11&9 hav1nb a dice with 125 sidls, numburcd
1 -~ 4 2h, and thow trying to throw a five. We would expect
to geh about ono in every 125 throws; but sometimes we

1

would get luc wad get two or even three, whilc at other
timez, foruuu, m<zld dessert us and we would not cven throw
onc. But av Jor it looks better than Abberton: herc the
dice has 750 gac:aai And for a six pound fish the numbers
beccue preposteiv:ins, so much so that we cannot have much
confidence i th. actual value, other than to say the
chance is wve: 22241 indecd.

casonably aslk, of coursc, whether we arc
hg castles in the air like this. I

two icasons. Firstly, 1t 1s the best
wrovide of how we are going and what we arc
.y oeven 1f it Is not comPl@ cly accurate,

o be totally wrong. (Of Ghe tobal 184 cols
ontt think there has yet becn a 51b fish,
an Gb\ chonce 1s small.) Second, it may suggest
ways T: 1nprovA trings in the future, cr btell us to go o
anothoee water?

The por.o is, you sce, that our prcdictions will
only h-ld as long .3 we conbinue to usc eoxactly the same
methods., If we change balt, or time of day, or casting
distan~e -~ au; 7.3, in fact, to change the pattern of
wels cnught %hkﬂ oRbh prnqlcuﬂcnq may also change. AU
Abberten, th» results wpply strictly to long mangc worm
tactics in too deD Now, there may be plcnty of 5 cnd 61b
cwels dr thie waver -~ T don't know, but perhaps Chris and
terry night like to comment ~ and if there are, o chong
imomethod may faveinr these bigger ccls and so reduce Lho
udds t0o a morc reasgcnable lovcl Certainly, if they go

1 fiching in the sawe way, it looks a bit unlikely that
Joy will sce much incrcase in the weight of ecls in their
ts. Mind you, they are quite big enough alrcady, especially
en you have as many sour grapes to throw around as me!l

For Stanley Park, we do have a few morc facts to
o on, because John did spend some time using other baits,
2 combinaticn of conventional dead-balts and the innards of
tream - 'sliwmes?, as he so delicately calls them, From the
rosults of five yecars of session reporting, the Club has
accumulated plenty of evidence to show that cels of over
ﬂﬂowt 21b ﬁﬁrernily prefer fish baits, whilce their smaller
Lrebtheren prefor worms. So if Stanley does held a greater
~umber ol big ecls than the overall data suggest, the fish
hadts should ghow a foster rate-of-catch for big eels than
the worm baits. AL icast, so long as Stanley Park cels
tenave like other ¢urs,
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I have summarised the appropriate facts in Table 4,
below. Although the number of eels caught on fish, or bits
of fish, is rather small to draw hard and fast conclusions,
there does not seem to be any evidence that John can impreve
the quality of the catch by a more selective bait of this
type. In fact, all that John has acheived, to date, by
changing bait, ie to catch less eels!

Table 4, Rate of catch v bait at Stanley Park.

Total Total RH RH/E RH/2+ RH/3+
Wormn 62 282 4.5 15.6 4.7
Pish 10 175 1725 29 86

Of course, this may mean no more than that there
is yetu » further miracle bait that will unfailingly catch
morsiier ¢=is in this water. Somehow, though, I doubt it.

It is possible, I fear, that all this article will
do is P three good anglers off fishing these waters ever
again. ‘ois would be a great pity, and, in any case,
statisti =z are only there to be proved wrong. What I really

wani %o do 1s to estimate how things are going now, so that
we mavy cose up with ideas for improving things in the future.

It ?¢”0ﬂ¢r they need improving, for Chris, Terry and John
may ho-well satisfied with the fish they are catching now.
tad wi, 06?7 . But, i1f nothing olqo, it gives us a new slant
O Wheoon O DAY mean when we tu lc about a good eel water; we
all wsed Lo think Abberton was a fantastic place, and 0 it
is in was~ respects, but for really big eels we may not Te

quite sc sure now,

RECIPES

PP

By A Cook.

"EfT me, 1f it ain't a bleedin' bream!”
30 the cry goes round on many an Anguilla Club trip.

-Llamp on the bleeder'" is often the reply that
issues forih ;ﬂom the dozen or so brollys around., But,
gentlemen, here is a much better way of disposing of that
unwanted. g1(wto,°,° Yes, eat it., I must confess that I have
never iadulgced in oonsum1nb this particular “po:son' (that
should read poisson), but a Rhodesian friend of mine says
that they make good eating. So here are two ways of cooking
it.

Grilied Bream

Breau (8oz per person)
2 teblespnons olive oil
Anclicyy sauce

Clean wash and uaorouwhly dry the bream, but do
not scale it Brush both sides of the fish with oil. Grill
under a hOu gvlll 10 minutes cach side until very well
cooized and h_ovned Serve with anchovy sauce.
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Bream with sweel and sour sauce

S1h bream
d onions
stalks
cogalt

pinch o g
hot was:o rfor covering the fish

sauce:

1 Gablisar
% pint 7
1 tablca
Juice o
1 fable
2 Lablei
1 vabliewsy AT
1 tablespoon madli:
pepper and sal:,

WAL

Use eitvi~. whole fish or fillets. Cub in convenient
gizes fcr serving. 26 them in a stewpan with the other
ingrodients jusv coocred by the hot water. Cover the saucepan
and bring to s then simmer gently until the bream is
done (avout 1% -~ Z minubtes). When done, 1ift the fish on to
a hot serving dish «ud keep warn while you prepare the sauce,

Sauces: Pui sugar into a strong saucepan and place
low flom: 0wl 10 melts and becomes golden brown.

over &
Slowly d the .o stock, then add chopped onions and lemon

juice. - Mix tha e smoothly with the water, add to the
aauce, ans vring wae boil, stirring all the time. Now add
raisens cid suliioi. Season to vaste. Simmer gently for
another 70 minutes. Pour the sauce over the fish and serve,

L suppose The bilggest bug~bear with eel fishing is
tiie kamakasi bootlec: Tthal, against all odds, manages to
L ihgelf vron o ook with a gape larger than its mouth
in a bost soveral times its size: you know the type
the layuan'< six pounderi! Thsy are not worth cooking
they are too smell, But their days are numbered,

1oz <flour

Clean the eels and cut into 2 inch pieces 4 inch
thick, and put “hen 1n o stewpan with the butter, salt,
peppor, sugar, onion, parsley, bay leaf and 4 pint of water.
eroand put on o low heat for about 30 minutes without

rlng. Thens w'z Ghe flour with a pint of water. Pour
: on to the fish and simmer for akout 20 minutes, stirring
Gy now andg then go not to break the pieces of fish.
ond serve the strained soup with the

Sy = ey - .
act the scusuning.

caa of fisin in ita
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ABBERTON RESERVOIR BFELS
By Terry Jefferson & Chris Davy.

former Club member, Jim Gibbinson, once said:
ipberton meservoir must be paved with cels.' After three
seasons in pursuit of the eels, we feel inclined to agree
with him. The average sizc of the eels we have encountered
so far o gquite amazing when compared with other well known
sel «wmers-in the country. Since we started there, we have
take: 180 eels between us, with the average weight
sonenioae oo tetween 2:8 and 3:0. This scason alone, we took
talf o vooen ecls in excess of four pounds, including our
: ..ol, to date, which weighed 4:12. About 75% of the
2ar of eels caught have been in excess of three
~is should give you somec idea of the tremendous
tave enjoyed.

o of the strange characteristics of the water
that we : s72ced this scason was the failuer of runs to

materiaii o until late morning earlier in the scason, but
as tia & oson progressed, the runs developed earlier and
cariier. Jhe runs experienced arc quite something. Those

1 i
we hod ooty in the meorning, late in the scason were, without
cxcow won, peal "screamers', with the line dissappearing off
' ©% o tremendous rate of knots; and these runs often

proves &0 Ticult to hit. As the morning progressed, the runs
becane -0 Jrequent, as may be expected, and they also slowed
dowi: werablys in consequence, -they were much easicer o

hit., Ao ine afternoon wore on, the runs specded up again
until -..iu. ofternoon and evening, when they werce as fast a
the caely worning runs again.

~ o night fishing is allowed at Abberton, so we
normally = ive shortly before dawn, which is the official
time, and. more often than not, at least one of us would get
o run withln scconds of casting out. You must be surc-footed
At th.a hooo of the morning and have your wits about you, as
the cue~in-five concrebe slopc can be very greasy because of
a ver,, damp aimospherc. Many & comic limbo has been acted
out Ly onglicrs dissappearing undcer their rods.

©ighing is allowed only on a little morc than -a
mile oi bhank, owlng bto the fact that two~thirds of the
reservoir's perimeter is a concrete slope with a gradient of
one in Hhrec, which is far too dangerous to fish off in any
conditi i"he rest of the bank is rcserved for bird tagging
end obs:rvation. As you can imagine, on a 1500 acre water,
this lcaves an absolutely huge area totally unfished. We Ifish
from a road sectlon, or causcway, which divides the regervolr.
The tw> soctions are connected by a culvert which runs
underneasn the road. This is about 15ft wide and twenty fcet
deep. At the low summer level, the depth of water on either
side of +the road at 80 yards range varys from 15 - 20ft.

The Jssex River Authority have their fish traps
situcted in this culvert which is the only means the fish
have of wassing from one part of the rescrvoir to the other.
And 37 vou should be fortunate enough to sec the traps raised,
the =izt of the super specimens in the traps makes a really
lasting lnpressione.

-5
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We suw an eel in the ralsed traps one day which had
us svaring ia total dishelicf. The traps are approxiamately
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five feet by five feet by slx _pbt high, -and this particular
eel hud o 55 head touching one end of tnn trap and toucheq the

cther = u f the trap with its toil curled round. « ITts weight
rmust 2o hecn in éxcess of ten pounds, probably ncarer twelvc
or thl?”.': naking thHe present record look almost insignificant
and ths .o and thres noun eels in with it like bootlaces in
cadpare Lo

We fish.alimoot entirely with lobwerms. as bait, since
live. awm: o rLoits are all too recadily taken by pike for which
Avberto.. nown. But that's another story altogether.
I cags e also kecn pike anglers, it may interest
Llrn i oLgpcst pilke removed from Abberton, to our .

3¢e~*1“ wn the fish traps and weighed in at a

TG lu ;/ “Nice one, Cyril. Bay n_more i _
S TE mwy e oonars would like to fish Abberton in the
coming ‘sason, we <0 td be only too happy to give you the

address o wri:o . - un tickets which cost 50p per day and cach
angler ig limited "o one rod only. The only way to really
ﬂpprOﬂ abte Abbe is o see the place for yourself. We feel

GAT any mesho who have hed the plieasure of fishing there
thay it - guite an sxpzrience.

- NeXu issue:

sonslon on Abberton and Stanley Park
:2ns Henew -~ a few zxtracts from Vol 1, No 1.



