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_EDITORIAL,

I write these notes well before you will have read iszsue No 2, jotting down a line or
two as and when I get the time., The next issue promises to be bigger than we have had
for some time if articles come in at the present rate,

Unfortunately, our members write at the wrong times. All through this long winter
with ite restricted angling and numerous weekends with little %o do, your secretary and
I have been struggling to produce a Bulletin from thin air. The written material was
aimply not coming in. However, come the Spring, when Terry and I have an awful lot of
Cl:: !oFk to try and get through prior to our meeting, and behold the articles start
coming in.

Don®t get me wrong, we do always appreciate any material for the Bulletin and X
do sincerely thank those of you who heve taken the trouble to write during the winter
months., Domestic dutieb require that I start pasting and painting shorily, leaving me
even less time to devote to the Bulletin., So perbaps you will remember next winter to
get cracking with pen gnd paper. You will ¢ Good thow.

fou will notice & form of continuity in this issue. Several of our members have
token up the subject of moonlight mid water or near surface eel fishing and I will try
to get as much of this material into this issue. I am rather pleased about this for I
am certain that we are on the right lines hare, Articles, discussion through the
Bulletin, arguments both for and ageinst - they are the medium whereby we will learn.
the feeding of eels near to the surface isg very largely a ‘*virgin® subjeet. One into
vhich we can really set our teeth, Hypotheticel and theoretical discussion does no harm,
for through it comes the occasionsl idea which is worthy of some attention, The one
thing I dislike here is the argument that such and such an idea cannot be of any real
value otherwlse it would have been taken up long ago. What utier rubbish. One person .
spoke to me over the telephone in that vein. hsked if he had ever given midwater fiehing |
for eels a good try he replied ™ no, because I do not think there is anything in it™, ‘
I ask you, could we evkr progress in our branch of the sport if we all felt that way T
So do keep your ideas coming, and do not feel at all guilty if those ideas seem a little
‘way out',’ i

Bow I must ask o favour of you all. Several articles recently received at this
office were very neatly typed on the correct size paper., Fair enough, for I have ofien
agked you to do that if you possibly can, and it should make my life a lot easier. But
PINK paper and YELLOW paper does not help me ome little bit, for I have to type out all
your hard work ontc white A.4 before I can scan the work prior to duplicating. So please
confine your pink paper to letters to the lady friend. I suppose that I deserve to got
scented paper for having moaned at you, but having forgiven me do your best to halp.

I was going to wax poetic sbout winter having gone, but 25 I ook out of the -
window I can see that it is snowing like hell. Nil desperandum, for winter often has &
habit of hanging on for as long as possible. I can recall one Easter some three years
ago when Ernie Orme, Dave Smith, Mrs Orme and offspring and myself sat out a three day
blizzard at Bala Lake., Tea or coffee and slices of toast were the order of the day every |
hour or so, with frequent resourse to the hard stuff for purely medicinal purposes only.
I do not think that the temperature went above freezing during our three days{and nightsi
there and you could be forgiven for thinking that we came cluse $o catching a very
severe cold or worse. Not so, for we were surprisingly comfortsble under our brolly
covers with & good supply of blankets, food, and hot drinks. It was all very enjoyable
and the excermize proved to me that one can survive for two or three night in conditions
which can seldom be worse than we exporienced that Baster. Hot that you should try it
on your own, for that would be folly. But a group of anglers 21l sharing the ssane
conditicns can stand almost anything. It tempts me to put forward the iden of & Club
WINTER trip, bubt I will awail your disgusting comments.

Nature slways puts things right, and this cold weather will very likely lead <o
an April with above average temperatures. Anyway, I do look forward with immense i
pleasure to seeing many of you by the waterside this year,

A Y.Sutton.
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MORE ON MOONLIGHT EEL PISHING. Andy Lister.

What an interesting artiecle by Arthur Sution in the lsst Bulletin, on moonlight esel
fishing. I haven't been able to stop considering the possibilities eince reading it.

As most, if not all members will sgree, cloudless alghts with a full moon are
virtually non-starters as far as eel fishing is concerned and in fact this is Bo with
most fish generally. But what happens ? After arriving at our swim for the night
session we stick dogmatically to traditional baits and methods i.e. legering or free
lining with lobworms or deadbaits(or if you are a friend of exmember D.Smith it will
be maggots or freshwater snails). Personally, I do not think that we can make any
improvement regarding the bait used, neither do I feel it neccesary at the present
time. The vast majority of the eels we catch have never heen caught before, consequently
they will only be alarmed by the tackle we use — unlike the carp scens where the
highly intelligent carp(??) is wary of baits, tackle and masses of anglers on the bank
sending a oonstant stresm of vibration through the water. Also in the case of carp
they have been taken at some time during the previous season and in many cases in the
previous few weeks. Unforiunately, pike fishing is heading in the same direetion, This
is especially true of reservoirs, whers the zame pike are being taken several times in
one seaBor, eéven oun reservoirs of two hundred aoreg or more. However, I digress.

Nost of us fish for eele with more than two rods, sometimes employing three or
four, Now would it not be worthwhile to fish one of these rods in a midwater or near
surface mode ? Just comsider, if you fish with four rods as I do whenever posaible
likely as not those four rods are being fished exacily the same except that the baits
may be cast at varying distances from the bank. When it comes o river or canal or
drain they will all be fished in an identical fashion. On & brightly moonlit night
when & blenk session is half expected what have you got to lose by trying sowmething =
little different, Another point comes to mind. Why not try dregging a swim on one of
these brighily moonlit nights ? Obviously there are limitations when fighing & lake,
unless you can throw a drag some thirty yarde or more. This method may be, I mugegest,
more suitable for canals, where a drag on a stout handle would be preferable %o one
thrown out on a line. -

Looking back in my diary to the entry for June 5%h 1977, I arrived on the banks of
the G.U. canal and set uwp my usuall four red outfit. By midnight, with one eel of
2:1 already in the net, the sky staried to clear revesling s rather bright full moon.
By 2a.m, I was convinced that the sport was all over and relaxed into my bedcheir,
pulling & blanket over myself st the same time. A short while after this that all too
fawiliar zound of a barge approsching disturbed my dosing and within seconds the
familiar spotlight picked me wup. Rapidly s#s I could I stumbled to the rods, reeled in i
and lay the rods on the bank as the oculprit passed by - the two pirates at the helm |
giving we the ususll * what the bloody bell is he doing here™ look., By the time I had ;
rebaited where neccesary and recast the gear dawn was almost breaking. Within s few i
minutes of being disturbed I had a run on my end rod and consequently struck and landed
& sizeable eel. The puint I am trying to mske is, did the pamsing barge disturb the
bottom sufficiently o affect the clarity of the water so eliminating the effect of
that bright moon ? Did it have the same effect as dragging the botiom might do ¢ l

On several occasions I have taken eels{and other fish) while fishing beneath a full
moon which was obscured by dense cloud bui as soon as tbe cloud has dispersed so the |
fishing hag deteriorated. Would dragging the bottom bring the fish back, if only for a ]
short period ¢ Last year on the Spring trip to the &.U. Brisn Derrington had two or |
three runs while trying to fish during the morning in between the passing boats. I {
admit that these could have been caused by fish other than sels, but we cannot prove to{
the contrary. The week prior to the Spring trip I spoke to & lad of aboub fifteen
who: was fishing for eels just above Bughrooke, He told me that he only fished from ‘
bpm to arcund 90,30pm and had never fished through the night. All the same, he had .
managed a fow eels iacluding one of ever five poumds the previcus year and seversl of |
these had been token from hetween the passing boste well before dusk. i

Mually, on %0 tsokle, Aritbhur suggests fisbiag with float tackle at mid-water E
or less, bub thid does obvicualy have Llimitations unless there be no drift or quface
drag. A& fload incorporating a bets light would have to be used for bite indication.
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However, if rmmns are few and far between they do tend to pley tricks on the old ayes,
In my opinion the obvios methed is to leger either with or without a link, depending
on the bottom, and air inject whatever bait you are using. A couple of air injected
lobworms will remain bouyant for at least three hours in my experience, and probably
& lot longer than Shis. They will also cast o long long way and still float. Witk
dead baits the same trick can be used or you can resort to using polystyrene to make
the baiis tend to Float. The one thing to remewber is 4o keep the reel line quite
taut from the reel to the bait, or your baits will become surface baits drifting
about all over the pimce. I already have plastic clips taped to my rods between the
reel and the butt ring and the resistance is quite negligable. I em quite sure that
our more technically minded members can improve on this, Anyway, here are set out some
of my thoughts on moonlight eel fishing, albeit rather shori. Can anyone add some more,

L R R E EF E R R

A& LEPTRR BO THE EDITOR, (Ke MOONLIGHT WRL FISEING).

1% has often been said that esl angiers are stereotyped. I now have positive proot
that the members of the Hational Anguille Club most definately are not sc.Your Article
{Vol 16 No 1) on moonlight eel fishing was tremnendous! It was, without doubt, one of the
best articles that I have read in ages and was & superb example of a thinking sngler
putting fogether the pieces of a problem and then offering & possible solution. It was
8180 backed up by valid personal experiences and that of others.

I must admit thet the sriicle has cerisinly msde me think a lot, empecially about
some of my past experiences and some abous which Y bad heard. But it did show that in
one aspeet of eel fishing I AM stersotyped, this being the faet that all my baits are |
invariably on the bottom. This year I shall remedy this,

Blanks on moonlight nights have been erplained by some as being due to the
accompanying drop in water temperature, but sz Arthur points out ~ the lack of action
on & moonlight might does mot in itself mean that the ecls are not feeding. Merely that
we are doing something wrong and thus csnnot caieh them. If our baits are all on the
bottom and the eels ave near 4o the surface it is not surprising the caich rate is sc
low during veriods of moonlighb. Althoush T would have thought that s bottom bait would
easily be picked wp by, an eels fanissiis sense of saell, unless the water be extremely
deep, the atiraction of an sesy meal of surfece Pesding daphnia and small fish is so
obviously far gresater, )

In the past I have faken eels on bright nights by wsing beits on the botton{ or
ehould that be despite using baiis on the bofton) . They wera not common occursnces but
they did occur now and again, Oae thing thet all these occursmces did have in common
was that all the waters concerned were muddy and never deeper than about seven feet,
Presumably the muddy weter diminishece the effest of +the moonlight. I did notice that
Arthurs success with s, surface foeding esl was on the G,U. This is muddy, is it not ¢

On & somewhat similar note, what about the 'verfact’ nights when we all blank.
Too often we put this down 0 using the wrong bait, perhaps in the wrong place, or
pimply that we have missod the ecels feeding ayele. Cowld it not be that the eels were
feeding off the bottom ¥ Wby shonld they be restricied to bottom feeding only ¢ There
i8 only one way to find out. A ssason or two of all members trying this sub-surface
eel fishing could provide very interesting resulis and some extrenely useful data.

 As to what termipszl gesr to use, I intend trying a light float paternoster rig,
The floa® needs to be swall and would be fished sliding style, The paternoster link
would he a light bresking strein{2 - 3ibs) o as o svoid snage and sbortive runs. The
lead used would be feirly smsll and & couple of swan shot may surfice. Anyway, there
are Wy tackle muggesitions, but I Look forward to hearing other views. Clearly, here is
a shining example where an esl sngler(irbhur Subton) has identified an ares where Club
knowledge is prectically nil and is endesvouring to cectify thiz. We should be grateful
to him and grasp this opportunity to take s leng and serious look st this vital issue. f
Nice one, Arituure Your article was a great success as far as I am soencerned, it has |
certainly got me thinking shout my frture esl fishing. H, Hansen.

i
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CROSSMARS . By P.Nuan.

Crossmans, to my way of thinking, is one of the nicest ponds which I fish in my small [
ares around Colchestor, in Bssex. If is shout three asrves in 8ize, approx; 200 yde

by 60 yds, There are two small islands of about ten ¥ds in size from which there is no |
fishing, The water at the deeper end is five feet, but there is aboud six inches of '
water over three fest of s3ilt at the shallower end. The whole pond is badly silted and
we are ocurrently trying to clear some of this. The water arouad the islands is sonme _
three to four feet deep with tree roots and brambles hanging nicely around the edges, |
One of ny favourite spota for Tishing is at swim No 5 , with one bait placed tightly |
near the island and anpther two baits at the rear of the island.

Apart from eels, other Iish present are Bream to 9ihm, Pike to 181bs, Tench to 5lh§
Rosoh to 21b + , Mudd %o 2ib +, and Carp 4o 131b +. The sels are to 51b +. Most of thesd
fish have shown up during netting operations. The head of eels iz large, ranging froex
4* bootlaces to 5lb+ snakes. My best esl so far is & 3ibv 4oz snake which came from
swin No 2 while Ffishing with Perry Jefferscn. Bels of over aix pounds have been taken
in traps by trappers who used the lake some fifteen yoars ago. The shape of these eels
is ghort, with large hesds and mouths, Beit catching is no problem at all and a half
hours tiddler snatehing wiil produce -enough baits for two anglers for the whole weekend g
The bait fish are meinly roach rudd and bream from one inch 4o 6 inches in length.

Terry Jofferson is the cmly other Club member to have fished %the lake, and he
must like it as he keeps on coming back for morelor for my tea). To be fair to Terry,
he has taught me how to catch bream on eel tackle, and I have made a mote of the
successful bream bait in case I want to become a breswm Fanstio,

Ky gear for Crossmens consists of Mitchell 300s with moller bale arms fitted, i
Line is 91b b/s Syloash sorrel. Rods ave 10¥ 10% 36 , 11' Bass 21b T/C apd a clooper
carp rod. Traces are msde of nylen for small baiis or section baits and 181b Merlin-
stesl for the large baidts, Hooke are usuelly size two and Arthur Sutton alarms are used |
for bite detection. ¥or nigat fishing I aleo use ocne pance pieces bent slightly so that |
they £it on to the spools. I also Araldite beta ligats to the tops. The main advaategs
with these indictors is that when s run developes they fall free of the reel and are
eesy to find in the dark. During the hours of daylight I uase an elestic band on the rod
above the reel and trap the line under 1%, Y always uce & boumb on the line as I find, |
personally, that I get more positive bitea that way. For o ledger gtop Y use a neap ‘
stop made from a 2% length of clear sofft plastic tubing. This ig taken from a 0.75mm
electric esble. '

To make the stops you firsiiy siide a small lengih of gilicone rubber on $o your
line. This acts as & buffer to sicp your gwivel fouling the stop., The stop itself is
feirly easy although it may seem %o be » liiitle awhward at first. The line is attached
to & needle and fhe neodle pushed into the tube for a 3 and then out through the side
of the tube. The btubing is now slid into place on your line and you now twist the line
round the bube until you are akvout 1/8™ from the bottor of the tubing . Now push the
needie back into the tubing and out through the centre of ithe tube. Then pull the line
tight(see diagram). For a leger weight I uvse & < oz homb which hes a small split ziog
attached. How attache & link swivel o the split ring and clip the swiwvel b0 the line,

One of my favourite methods of fishing Crosenans iz to fizh swinm No 5 . I place
a small section bait or a bream hesd ap close xe possible %o island No 1 . A s=zcend
bait is normally placed jusl behind the island and the third beit is placed on = small
ares of gravel near fu, the far bank. Runs wary frowm fast snatohy runs to nice slow and
gsteady ones which are wvery eagy to hit. The pond dis viriually virgin water ss far as i
serioug sel fishing goes sz I am abovts the only cel asugler to fish there sericusly. ‘
There are not many people fishing the pond at any tims. I can ged tiockets to fish ths ‘
pond and fthe cost is wothing at alls btut rou must be accompanied by myself. So if wuy
menier fancies a session or twe when down this way, please do conbact me and we shall
nave & good session or two.

Thankyou Peve, Plosse dee illusirationsg on next two pages. #d.
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HORE THOUGETS ON SUSPENDED BAITS, Steve Hope,

I have been reading with interest Arthars case for wooulight eel fishing, I think his
idea oould well be what we have all been waiting for - & new and very interesting way
to catch Anguilla. !
|

Some years age I saw eels feeding on the surface, There ware about & dozen eels
and thay all looked rretty big. Whether it was & moonlit night or not I cannot racall,
I just heard the splashing swd shone my toreh to see what was the cause, Now this |
water is & very hard one and very few cels have been taken there{Barrow Haven brick pit)
yot the largest sel welghed in at Tlbs 8oz. Normal wel Pishing was almost fwpossible
fue to the luxuriocus weed which grew to within 2 feet of the surface. In the end I gave
it up a5 a bad job and trisd eigewhera,

Thig yesr I shall give it another try and I also intend using & suspended dead
beii just on top of the weed., I remember catebing tench with a bait Just resting on
the top of this weed, so why not eals ¢

Avother instance for using Arthurs fdea conld be in waters which are orawling
with bootlaces, es wost of my waters are. I think that the suspended bai$ would give
the lerger eels more time in which to find the bait without it being torn to shreds.,
I have given gome thought to the iackle to use in these circumstances and I have come
up with my ides of & simple rig which allows the bait to be fished off the bottom but
allows it to be anchored in one pisse. 1t has drawbacks in that it is only intended
for rather shallow water{ siz feet and less) . See below.

: ewivel : #/,,»“&b REEL. ]
surface : o~ i
e ot b e

A e

The tackle consiste of a legsr liuk made up to be slightly longer than the depth of
water fished, 4 cork is fixed to the swivel - the reel line is then passed through the
swivel and the trase stitached. After cagting keep the line tight and reel in a few . *
inches and then pat the line under wun elestic band on the rod to keep the set-up tauty.
When an eel takes the bait it can run in the normal way and have no float to pull
about aftor it -

Baits, I feel, should be on the small side to allow for quicker atriking and worms
wight also be used in %he same way. Anyway, I feel thet we should all try to use a
suspended bait thiz seszson Just to give it & fair trial. If it does not work we will
have lost nothing. If it does in fact work, we shall have gained & lot,

Tight Lines to you all¢

And tight lines %o you Steve, and thankyou. See further illustration next page.

o | o
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Illustration used in Steves article previous page.

Swivel

Reel Line M

Cork large enough to:
hold bait up. S—y

/

Same depth as water
being fished,
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1975 ~ AND A NEW WATER, By E.HANSEX,

For seondngly ages now, my fishing has suffered each year. This was due to my doing
pari~time stndies as well as wy normal work. I was not failing sll the time, it was
gimply that there were one hell of & lot of axems, With these usually coming in June,
my priorities were greatly confused. As you possibly kuow, lincolnshire has always
had stili-wator close season fishing(ask the A.W.A.}) The period April until June is
always a fairly produciive one around here and to miss this is 4o miss the chance of a
good start to the seasbn, Last year saw the arrival of the last hurdle, my FINAL set
of exams{or so I hoped). Bearing in mind the posgaible fature that depended on it, I
did no fishing at all between March and June. This represented a great personal
saorifice but, as it later turned out, it was well worth it.

In April I was fortunate enough to gein admission o a syndicate which bas & water
about eight miles from my home in Grimsby. I had extensively fished this water, Tetney
Lock Pond, until 1969, when it went private. It used to be a ticket water and held a
large head of quelity bench and hream with the cccasional large perch. I+ was also
infested with eels, malinly buctlaces, and the water itself was very wlear and fuall of
weed. I had applied to) the syndicate becaume I had heard that the water had been
stocked with a large quantity of Carp, and carp sround here are ss rare as five pound
eels. In fach the last thing I had in mind when I joined was eels,

As the name suggests, Tetmey Lock Pond{TLP) iz adjacent t¢ a canal which runs into
the sea asbout three miles sway. Im fact one end of this roughly three scre water is
only 25 yds from this cenal snd I presume this 4o be the major point of access for all
the eels, ; : !

With my very last exew finishing at miﬁmééy Friday June 9th I declded to selebrate
with & few drinks, Unfortunately, I overdid this a little{can®t understand why) and
by 3pm waes not feeling at all well. In fact I would go as far as saying that my
knowledge of the vertical and the horizontal wes very wmized up. By the time I reached
home my friesd was there welting for me to Joinm bim om & night trip to T.L.F.




Page 36.

The trip had been arranged some weeks earlier and I had completely forgotten it. My
friend had also just joined the syndicate, him being a carp bod, and had just spent a
totally fruitless week there after his quarry. Consequently I struggled fo get ny geax
huorriedly together, and to blow the dust off i%, snd Y bore this last piece of
information very much in mind. Now that I think about it, I could not have been ioo
intoxicated at the time, for my brain was making rational decisions. So as well as my
carp gear, I alsc took along all my ecl fishing tackle. This included my wide necked f
thermos flask filled with frozen baits. Q:Ky I know that they are not as good as fresh !
baits, but they do come in handy when baits are scarce. Although I have seid that I '
didn't go fishing for some months, I do have a couple of young friends who are match
boys, and they can be darned useful when they want o be,

When we arrived at the water I got a couple of shocks, Wirst, there was nobody
else fishing there, which is most unusual for this part of the world. Secondly, the
character of the waters as I knew it, had completely ¢changed. Gone were all the lush
weed beds and crysial ¢lear water - the place now resembled s mud hole in the ground,
Granted there were reeds around the pool snd one semi circle of weeds oult near the
middle, But my first impression was that it did not look +oo promising. With the place
looking so uninviting and my friends blank week after the carp, I opted to fish for the |
eels. I must admit that I was fairly reluctant to do this at this parkiculsr water. |
With the proximity of the canal the place was slive with hootlaces and eels over one
pound were exceedingly rare. At the time, the only baits I had with me were smallish
rudd and reach and these figure highly on the memu of these small eels. If I was to
run out of balts I could always use eel stesks, thought 1.

I fished adjacent to one of the fow reed beds end used three rodsbaited with roach
and rudd mounted on wire traces. All my deadbaits are now invariably treated with
emulsified pilchard oll and if I do uot meniion i, should be taken as being treated so.
In the past when using thrse or four rods I used to use only one treated bait so that
a dirset comparison could be made, I have since stopped doing this as ite effectiveness
and supremzcy over other additives has been conclusively proved, at least in my waters. I
I have yet 1o try smino acid se bald sdditive eifher peperately or in conjunchion with |
emalsified pilchard oil, !

With the expected density of swmall eels I was rethsr surprised when I had not
had a touch of any sort after & couple of hours, By eleven o cliock I was too tired to
wonder what was happening, and also my head was begiming to throb. I think I should
add that apart from such an extensive series of exams and the smount of work involved,
I had slept for only eighteen hours in the pavi five days. Lithough I do not commend
Buch a course of actioh to anyone unless they sre really desperate, it doss work, The
one drawback is thal you resewble s zombie for the neoxt two weeke. At 0100 hours I |
was awoken by my osciliator which forced we bo activete my leaden limbs. A Jerky run |
and a subsequent strike from me wmet with the solid resisiance of a good eel, I cal .l
pumped the eel to the baok, natted it at the first atbbenpt, and estimated it %o be of |
three pounds in weight. I was just getting my scales out when my friend cane round. He
had heard the splashing noises and was wondering what had heppened. I told him of ny
eel and together we wejighed it ~ it soaled 432 and messured 36" x 8%, The water at the
time was at 5TF and {the bait & five inch rudd. I wes ecsiatic - my first eel of the
season, alb & new water, AND it was & FOUR. Must have beon g fluke, I thought.,

Next morming afier the fieh had been photographed I chabted to the waters® owner.

He lives in & house which backs onte the water at one end. I found him to be most
helpful end it transpires that during the iwo preceding sespong he had extensively
netted the water for the eels sach Swring. He said that all the eels between roughly
eight ounces and threel and a half pounds had been removed and all the bigger eels hed
been returned. His reabon was that the water contains no pike, or szo he thought, and

he wanted an efficient: predator in the weber. He even asked me politely if I would
return all the hig eels U wight cateh 8o as 4o retsin the balance,

Now lmowing what the trus esl popnlation was supposedly like, I pl%ﬁnad
accordingly, If there were o be few selz but all guality ones T could safely ume

L)



Fage 37

Small baits(which are casier to obtain) « Obviously, I hsd to oxpect more blanks ‘than
normel{what is normal?) but if the better fish were there then I didn*t mind the
longer wait., My next session was in e swim adjacent to the first one I had fished and
again. I used % ~ 5% paits. A% 0040 I had a nice run and netted an eel of 3:10. This
eel measured 33" x &4* and fook a 5% roach, the water temperature being 56F. Things
were now looking very promising and this latest fish seemed o confirm that the water

held few fish but that they were all apecimens and any consequent offort would be very
worthwhile,

For the third session at T,L.P, I opted to fish the West bank, the two previous
gessions being on the North side of the water. With plenty of cloud and nobody elses -«
except my mate fishing, thiugs lookeé favourable. At 0200 I landed an eel of 1:8 which
had taken a 5" rudd, I had hardly got over the disappointment of taking this small sel
when it happened § At 0250 I had & mun on & ¥ roach and when I struck it was like i
hooking a demented kangarroo. The savuge lunges and violent hesd shaking that I felt |
were absolutely incredible and had the inevitsble end. I was hopelessly snsgged round
something before I knew what was happening and seriainly before I could do anything.

At the time I was uwsing 111b Syleast and a powerful ten foot rod which surely again
demonstrates thet even the more robust tackle can be inadequate at times. It was now
getting lipht guickly so I had 4o take the only course of action left open %o me,

There is an old leaking bost ot this pond whick we quickly launched only t0 find that
there were no oars, Being rescurcseful { and desperate } we borrowed & couple of planks
from a nearby fence and used these as paddles. By now a atrong northerly wind had -
sprung up and we had 0 head into this, Actually, things were made very much easisr
when I simply wound doym to fhe snagfeel towsd both we sad the boat thers. Needless to
sy it was totally immovable despite applying leverage directly above and handlining,
In the end X had to pull for a break. Before leawing I had s word with the owner about
snags in the water. Ad far as he knew there Was only ome, and old submerged landing ;
stage. It came as no surprise e learn its whereabouts — where I had been snagped j

The next couple of sessions produced nothing, not even abortive runs. At about |
this time my supply of small beits was dwindling so I fried a different line of athacl,.!
I stuck to swmailish{lessc than A™) baits on one rod, & half bait on another and on the
third rod I started to use large baite of some 6 - 8%, I declded %o stick it out with |
& small bait as the proevious close encounmter hed been on one and algo the first two ’
cels had been on baits of that size, T ressomed that & half beit would not only
preserve the supply but also assist in making a quick strike as well as being more
attractive smell~-wise, Perhaps I shonld menbion that the capture of small baits Ffroum
T.L.P. is usually & somewhat hopeless venture. Using this somewhat new approsch I had |
three more fishless seagions. Admittedly they were blanks, but they were not without I
action of some sort. Fishing this timeé from the Rast bank I was gotting abortive runs
and only on the very large baits. A1l these runs were short( 3 feetor so) and sharp.
All the retrieved baites had large pieces aken from the dorsal area and was obviously
not% the work of small eels or pike, I have some excellent photographs of these mauied
bait fish. Tt did not take me oo long to work out the reason for this type of run,
Prior to these runs 1 had bees using a link lead in order to get out to the middle of
the pools. All the previous sessions had heen done on the Bast bank and meant & cast
into the wind, The bottom of the pond has a coating of some sort of blanket weed whi~»
tends to break up fairly easily especially when windy. This inveriably catches the line
and -fravels down it wniil it caught the end of the swivel. Despite the fact that the
swivel link was supported by & small cork, so as to be always above this bottom crap
I am certain that the accumulation geon jammed the swivel completely. Such that when
a8 run ¢id occur the eel had to pull tue lead about and eborted rather quickly.

The next session hed verfect condition with ¢loud cover, temperatures in the
sizxties and no one about. Thiz time I umed my three types of bait but all were used
with PVA and stones atbached. Shortly after midnight I had a secorching run which
resulted in a hard fighting eel being sontacted, Iy pal who was again fishing for ecnvw
close by seid that this was the Tiret ¢el he had seen +tail walk and then lash the
water to foam while sbill tem yards oubt. It was netted Firsé time and scaled 424, It
measured 35" x 9" aad had taken a treated " roach. As a matiter of intersst T showed
thiz fish to the waters owner and without me teliing him he put the weight at rovwnd
4 lbs. He also said %nat he had returnsd bigezer fish,
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Qur Henry with the sl of 4:4 faken on & TL* rosch., The eel measured 35 x g%,
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This totally confirmed uy faith in the potential of +his water. The following weskend
I decided to fish +the *Jetty” swim agein. Just after widnight ¥ lost what I belisve
was & swall cel on & 5% rudd. This was due o my snap link doing its Job exmotly -
it enapped! But at 0130 T had = aice rup on 2 freated T* poach and landed & superb eal
of 4210. This ecel was 5F* in length and bad a girth of 3%, but put up a poor Fight,
Afber this performsnce I really thought that ¥ hagd cracked it and now that the
longer nights were coming I really famcied myself to cacth my first five pound eel,
My best is at present 4: 13. Unfortunately, things 4id not work out to vian, Bad
weather plus a lack of big baits resulted in my last five sessions being totally blank, |
Not even an abortive run or a twitch to show for my eofforts, Consequently, my ssason
finished oun something of a low note. Kow I can &1t back and reflect on my last eel
Beapon, was 1t a succebs and is the water worth pursuing 7 I think that the answer is
Yes on both counts for various reasons. Some snglors may consider that the capture of
onty five esls in one season is not very good - especially for an N.A.C. nember, But
wher you reslise that three of the Tive were four pound fish and one of the others was
not far off, then I think it ig ail Justified. ¥ put a lot of mental and physical effort
into the capture of those fish - probebly as much if not mors than if I had taken g
lot of fisgh., If I have set my sighls on 4 smell matber of large fish and then actually
catoh them I can hardly complain can I 9 Another faot has emerged - about all of the
fish I took there came, from one aves of the water. While I know that I have yet to
fish the southern end of the water, I do believe that +his area I have found does hola
something which is attractive o wels. In the rast this ares used to contsin not only &
lot of lush weedbeds and an ares of potomogetorn surfuse weed btut also several reed :
beds. It is my belief 4hat the remains of this pest growth provide both shelter for the
aely and feeding for the smaller fish. S0 sny eels in this ares have it nade,; and all
(save one} head for this area when hoolked.

ares to figh, ¥ think that, given some devent; weather, I could wall kit the Jackpot,
Only 1979 will %ell! As I told you previcusly, I wasg unforitunste in missing the April
- June period which is ususlly productive., This yesr I will be able to devote a whole |
season 1o the place, Ny carp Tishing cclieague witnessed the carp spawning in the ponds
laergest weedbed and shortly afterwards a psal of his fished the ares with iuncheaﬂ,méaﬁ@!
He caught two eels and lost a third. The two sels weighad 4:0 and 2312 and were both |
witnessed and returneds Ky only worcy is that the water contains only a few large sels, |
And that they mway in fret have all bean canghte But on reflection I do wnet think this

is so{I am not that efficient or lucky) » Another sirange fact has been that the better
eels prefered the very large baits to the saall ones. The eels in this water have the
typical large heads of the meat eating sels{hence the need for traces) but have only
small mouths. In theory they shonld prefer to nobble the smaller food fish Yot in
practise they go for 4he larger food items, 1% could well be that their main diet is
natural foodstuffs( wesd, shrimps, moliuscs ete) end that they supplement their diet
with the oscasional large fish, In short, they are greedy, but nct overly so, This
theory could explain the low caitch rate not only of the eels hut of the waters CATP

and bream, of which there ars many. S¢ that the natural hesd of food is not all that
great. The place has loads of wiocrs bootlaces, but even theme are rarely caught. Yes,

1 have tried eel stesks as bvait. Tais year I intend to prebait with Kit B Kat, chopped
worms aud minced up fikh. This may serve to sttract the few large eels into one area,

I have noticed that on damp moruings the bankside im infested with large black slugs,
Consequently, it could be very interesting to try these as bait oloee in to ihe haak
gide weod growth,

In conclusion, I think that I can say that while T.L.P. may not be very hard
Tishing, it is certainly not easy and does present some interesting problems. Between
us 'my friend and I hed aver sixty sessions there and while T had five eels he nanzged
only four carp. These were 3212, 930 , 1634 and 18:1. So he couldn®t complain, Neither |
could Sid Motitram. He came ss o guest and fished for csxrp, which he does ence in & blus !
moon. We put him in the worat swin, gave him the worst bait and he had s carp of 1924
before we had tackled ups

Now that I Inow the taciicsz $o uss and best balt size as well as possibly +the b@sﬁ
{
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FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF Z00LOGY

Dr. K. O'Hara

FRESHWATER FISHERIES UNIT
LIFE SCIENCES BUILDING CHOWN STREET P.O. BOX 147 LIVERPOOL 189 38X TEL: 059 — 708 - 6022

. The University of Liverpool March 6th, 1979

Mr. B. Crawford,

129 Benland,

Bretton,
Peterborough FE3 JEB,

Dear Mr. Crawford,

Thank you for your letter of 27th November., I am afraid
that Dr. Jonee is in bad health and so he has been unsble to reply to your
letter and has instead passed it on to me for considerations

&t the present time this Unit is not involved with any
research on the esl and the last person te work on the eel was Mr. R. S.
Pritchett several years ago.

I myself am not particularly conversant with the recent
literature on the sel. I am sure thet you already have a ecopy of Dr,
Jones's book The Furopean Freshwater Bel. A useful addition to thig, and
indeed a book which gives a fuller treatment of some aspects, is the book
by F. W. Tesche The Fel which has now been translated by P. H. Greenwood
and is published by Chapman & Hall, coet approximately £18.

1 am sorry that I cannot be of more use o you than this.
If you do require more informstion, might I suggest you contact Mr. R. S.
Pritchett at North West Water Authority, Dawson House, Penketh, Warrington.

Yours sincerely,

aQ YN

Dr. Ko O'Hara




