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EDITORTAL

tiell, we arc now all Buropcons. I suppose that
that 1little foct will neke very little difference to us
since we have been Furopeans for yeors. I donft ncan that
in the geopraphical sense, althouph I weuld still be right,
but I moum it with rugard tc our quarry The HDuropcon Eel.
But how will beinpg Huropeon (I nean politically now) affect
us?

The hue and cry has been over VAT. Fortunately,
tlhie turn over of the club's finances is not sufficient for
us tu Lave to subscribe to this, thic latest way ¢f conning
us out of our hard corned cash. Subscriptions then are
cxeuapt: but whet of our other ang;ling expensce? It would
appecr that cur River Authoritics are having to increase
the cost of o licence o cover VAT and so toou, presuncbly,
will the cost of nany doy ticlkots. With regerd to tockle,
however, the cxperts tell us vhat prices will go down
slilbly. 4 vein Licpe if ever their wes. It is aloost
certain thot any fold in price will ropidly bo swallowed up
by o desire for ;mcL(Ls:; profits. inyway, the fall in price
will be only @ nere one pencont or 80 I suppousc that we
con count 1t o o L that the price of tackle
will 1«nain fudrly
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v of you have been winter celing? I an

e oo cdvoertise the froet that T have boeen
KOTON surl: to Gy 1t e I hic It Just

QST OX us . b she oend of Clie sunuior

fishing habiltg W, you mey say that ccls
w¢nio? et view, I think is o lcad of
Poul Viccmorck has cauglt then in winter (and
yliths o Preve it) and tleke are often reports
hevre boeen caw; in wintcer; not
e obult @ potnd cawilit during

L)l .A—"‘L-‘(/J'}
and ehaliy
du noee fo

ocoels Ghad
1itile buy

cr

‘_b
such nencrinl noteh ete. Mest of these Le.osts
¢ or uagrot cal arce couglht, of coursce, during -
B l(ﬂTo uf Goy Ll It would be intercebing to fisl: for
cels during the winter, but I do nct Leve the constitution
Lo Lo

1 Uricd this overlooked aspect of Ghic ”pcrt SOLLG
yvoars back and it was alrioht until 1 hit ny first (and lost)
nidniskht frest. 1 con assurcy you, ils not nuch fun' It
would not have becn @f ﬂd i hkl cauglit cn cel to Justify
wy frosthive, but I didn't even (ot ¢ rul.

5 paresent arrcngeucnt where I have
L Hhe winter to got awoy fron the
1,°<“;1)L"L711"L(“\ of daily 12 .A;L'G'q tlhe e

; UL cdndng weckends having
il 1ic an wars and snur thinlking of the swuscer

when L o 1i@ worn: cnd snug on ny bedehoelr, with a fow
pocd ecle in the bin. Roil on Juneld

DAVID SMLTH



WHITEMERE REVISISIED

By Ajan Hawkins,

There are two well known reasons for atiending any
sort of group outing. One of fthese is "the grass i1s greener
on The other side" syndrono, which states that the fish grow
bigzer the further one travels from honej for eels the equation
halances at about one pound per fifty uniles. Toke me and the
"hames, for exanple, Most swimer weckends will find nc hunched
over *he wheel of a battered Morris ninor doing my best to get
os far away as possible frow this river. After all, it is
riosht on ny doorstep and I could fish it every night. Thereforc,
T odont't fish it at «ll. Bub as I craa the old car aleny I
surely pass better anglers than I going in the other direction,
bent on fishing the Thaics. Sowe of then fish for cels, and
they generally sconl to cateh then too, sone quite largc.

(

I suppose it is an cxaggeration to scy I have never
fisghed the Thawmes. I have had o fow half heartcd efforts there,
ucsilj blanks apart frow the odd pleasurc boat straining the

backle. And cnce I did esateh two snall eels. DBut it i1s the
dLS:,L lake, with its half rencubercd toles of nonster cels
that grins the imagination, not the hundrun local plt where
envhusiosn wanes before the onslaupght of bootlaces and blanks.
So we Lleap i our churiots, with 2 few choice phrases frou
our wives resounding in cur careg, and carecr off into the blue
onder, Hlae, a sim--pounder will be ours,

%(ﬂfud and nore logical reason is the social
couhing Te 8. bq»” alwoys wakes o trip worth
e - 2 18 no bohter mid-sernson
coffee from, to laugh at
aH'Llw' urn, te show now gadgets to and to SWUD
LAses witha Todn Loropcburn feon mroup ocrlps with rencwed
enthusiasn, aad u;pocu that oo ny others o 100

GsSnect
while
Honic

hal

Butc there is o thivd reuson. Histvorically, it is the

mest lLaportant, thoupgn scdly neglected of late. It is this: a
club oubing should being o tomas of expucts wo o difficult water
to anass o solid core of facht ond an cgualily useful body of
opinion in as short o tiume as possible. After vhe trip is over,

the focal nenver should thien be ablz to enjoy greatly loproved
sport becausa of thn rupjd pain in wnderstanding. It all sounds

o pit idcaliishic, bub it hag worked betoru - The Groand Unilon
Canal is onoe Ohﬂhﬁtﬁ exauple of how'svccessive group c¢fiorts
huvo sorted out the wochnigues for spociuven ecls frow a difficult

cire  snd now T b“_uQVO it hos hopnenced agein; not, as yct,
101 the local menber puh for one of the blue yonder aerchants -
It

>

rove souls wiho were there will nceed littlc
7 ' ooubling to ihe Saropslhire neres. A8
Hility 1% scuencd (ot the tine) to be the
1d have beon usoﬂ as o viralning canp for the
cics. MNoi fthe ni sort of biank, wherce

3 rMeaare run ko bs she anpler hopeful, but
DLCU&% where *h\ line noves not &

it 18 cast out until it is sadly
vo this wos tho problen of the local
o whon the Notional Anguilla Club
be bonpqrud with the lo cgl fdlf, or the tinc
Wu 21l farne ?;LQS' bull ran auck oend broke all the shop windows
i Tho hlbu strects.  (They otll ballk obout it, you know.
Mhis yeor of Whitenere T was politely seld thet the jnguille

the ond fwi"
coupletc and
Nj'lebqu
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Club had spent o whole weel Liecre last swaer. They hadn't
caught nuch, so what chence aid I stand!). Anyway, last

vear it becane a natter of scue cubarrassiient. kEvery
norning, o weotherbeaten foce with kindly cycs would appear
sround the brolly entrance and politely enquirce about the
sport. ALfter the reply thot there wes no sport, or words to
that effect, the eyes gencerally assuned thot look of
sorrowin:, pity shown by the relavives of horiiless lunatics.
To boost our confidence, the facc would then spcak of the
gocd old days, when vels werce taken to Shrowsbury narket by
the sackful "riglit frou the spot you are fishing now, sir.”
Me grand finale to all this was the local gauckeeper, who
spoke of a certein poacher who cane every night in the suniler
to loy deadlincs all along the banks of Croscuere wherce we
had strugzled in vain for three nights. ‘Yivery night he cones
sir. DMNust have thirty lines. Hundreds of c¢cls he's had,
hundreds. Bubt he's crafty, youny George is, he'll not be
cbout while you'rce herc.”

I thousht I had scen o furtive shape sncaking towards
me at dusk, ond then crecping cway again. Now I knew and
derived little coufort frow the kmowing.

It wos larscely the pressurce from the locals that
arove us to explore cvvery dark corncr of the ucres; partly to
try and catch gouwcthing to restore o tarnished reputation, and
partiy to cscape observation if we did not. And this was a
Yhorouzhly good thing. Portly by instinct, portly by
obgervaticn, we began to draw souc conclusions about these
wabers. 15 seencd that our =¢low gport uipght be cxplained by
i bedng thoere at thw heipght of the suiocr, when the water
wos so full of life bhat the angler's bait stood little chancc
of being notviced. Soue of the meres were like vegetable soup.
The umarging were block with fry, wd the alir black with insccts.
There and then I decided to rebirn ot the back end of o futurce
scagon, when food way be o 1little less plentiful.

Turther, John Horris and uyself becaue convinced that
the wabter of cheice was Whitencre. How, last suiner, there
was bthe nost colossal bloon of alpae in full swing during our
weeka  The water was just like grey paint. Also, the algae
shaded out the bottom weod, which prouptly floated to the
surface in pursuit of the sunj;. great nats of the stuff drifted
round the loke, eilther sailing before the wind or tacking
sideways in responsce bto on eddy currcent. Fishing in such

conditions was not uuch fun. Mo natter how we tried, the weed
gsailed din ob sunset, and ladid scige to us all nipght. On iy

first night, onc rod wes coupletely buricd by the stuff, and
at down I thousht it had been stolen. It lost we the cnly run
of the week: for the rod tip was subucrged bencath a ton of
the stuff when I struclz, and did not nove cven though the butdt
caic up to tho vertical. Acozivg roally shat the rod didn't
break. But John being Jehn, hoed sceveral runs on giant dead
balt cvery night: he did not act

unlly catch anything, but in
compoarison with the other ncres, sport ot Whitencre was fasgt,.

There was alsc o porsoncl score to scttle with
whitonere. 1 fishoed it cn the last night - the night of
e Storn.e  More nceed not be said for Ghicse who were therca
I hod resolved on one final grond ¢ffort, and so carted all umy
tackle round to the furthest corncr of the lake; herce the bank
was gsteep and wooded, and the. decp water inshore uade the pitch
guitc distiunct frow aay of gwins on the Merec. To the lcflb,
the cnly 1id; baod added to the illusion of thic

perfect cel swin. o nisht T shall never forget. For




o start, the sweltering hoat and uile walk, laden like o pack

horse, had left ue quitce incapeble of dpjbhlng but sweoring at
ho flics arcund iy hea d, at least for the first hour. (Dave
nith had wuoest SOlilShlJ purloipcd ig tockle trelley for hi“

own use that night). So it waeg quite dark when iy btackle we
Tinally asscublcd.

By this tiue therc was cn aliuost continual growl of
thunder frou over the horizon, and cvery now and ﬁwain, o bright
flash of lightning would show up the surrcunding broanches in
grotesque and frio hbunlﬂb uhaposu Between flashes, the darkness
geeued inton51¢1ua, end. the pgreat trecs caiie pressing in upon
this unwelcouie stronger. Sc "I steeled nysclf for cn intercsting
night, blew up the cir-bed and scbtled down with the flesk of
coffec, Then I heoard the Thing in the bushes. Scuething was
sncoking about behind e, in o scries of short dashces with
irregular pauscs between. Gradually, thoe ruQUlle and snoapping
o twigs ot closcr and closer. 16 was quite clear to wy
unscttled @ind thet soncthing fancicd ue for dinner: scoucthing
rather large, that was doing its best not te be observed, bub
wiich was tuo heavy not to mnhc & noilsce every tiuce 1t noved,.
nser ponderiug this intoresting conclusion for a whilce, and
ubuQJln the slender dofencoes of a polythcene shicet cround the
brolly, it svoucd that action wos called for. So I unshipped
the landing nct fon the pole, ond tolescoped thie throo uLCtlUnS
down to one. Lather too heavy to be much use as a landing nct
handle, this po“c of winc, but what a clubl Nony arc the swans
thint know abouv nyy ldndlDO‘uFU handle!  Arned with this club I
crept froon ny shc]t i and G refuge behind o large trec-trunk
preparea to do bo,clo iT neca beo  Noething hapuened for quite a
while, and L was juss beginning vo pub the whole thing down bo
an over active iumegination when the bushes in front of me began
o part as sole thlng heaved its way Lchuuho You know the old
goyilng about oue's hair stonding on end. Iv's truc, believe nc.
I raised the polc aloft, and lev oubt a vast shout, wcinly out of
sncer terror. Whether it was the sipht of me end the pole, or
17y yeli, or the coubinaticn of both with o lurid flash of
tightning, I don't know, but the Thing panicked ond fled., I
could Jjust scc the bushes thrown into violent uoction as it
departed and could hear its progress wvhroush the wood as it
woent. It sounded like a bull rhino, but I doubt if it was.
Indced, I hove no idea at all what it was, but the evidence cof
i<t Qopurturo wos quite obvious next nierning in troanpled under
growth and broken branches

50 retired vreubling to the brolly, and chain e

2 while. DBventuolly, I calned down, and scettled upon thc air-bed,
fhen the rats cane., Gien® ratis that rwshed dewn the bank to
trip over Hhe oscillator leads and szrabble at the pUlJ hene
sheeting. Once again I had to sally foroth with the landing nct
andle, this fiue to a quarry nore iy own size. But I au not
raid of rats, and gradvally leorred Ho live with them., After
nll, Shoere would be no rats if the Thine rebuwned. Indeod, I
(voubually dosced off, whcreuhgn tlc uhnngprstoru sneaked up on

".::

—1

e ond then let »ip Tltﬂ vver ny head. The first clap saw nic
several feob in tho eir - herizentally - off the air-bed,
btelieving that vthe end of the world was, at last, ot ho no I%
wos casily the most imprcssivc stom I hove over sect , and I
bzlieve L did not have even the worst of it. It scenced to centre
on Blokenere o few niles awey, and the two wcubers vhere had an
expericnce not to be fogotton., Howoewe the rain wos definitely

-
centred on Whiteuncre, o 4v(u\:w wWith ﬂir—bcds is tlhaot they
tend to floatv, cspecinlly whoen chero is chbout ¢ inch and o half
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of water pouring dewn o 45 deprec bank. 1 was treoted to the
eric scneation of constently drifting cut of the front of wy
brolly, and having to paddle back in cgein. This lasted
until cbout 2au, when the roin settled down to o nice gentle
torrent; exhausted I went to sleep, cud ddd not wake up

azodin until about 8an.

The storu had gone, the sun was shining, and the
wood sceiucd peaccful and friendly agoein., No point in stoying
in such boring surrcundings, so I packed up. 1In coue the
first rod. One comnpletely unnorked dead boit. Likewisc the
sccond. But when I recelod up the third rod, which originally
held a worn, there on the end was a boutlace of 4 cunces.

Nut nearly big cnough to nove the line, indecd, if the sun
Liad not been cut, L would have thought ny worn was still on
the end. |

What an insult! A night straight ocut of a novel by
Wear Allon Poe, followed by the suallest eel of the season.
As thoupgh the lake said: "Take that, you silly bastard, and
don't coile here again.'” So I put the cel in o polypthenc bag,
put the bag in uy trouser pocket ond lelt

T R G A Il R I B

I returned to vhitenere cn Saturday August 26th,
1972, she change in the water was quite astonishing; gone
were the preat nats of weed and instead of lecking like paint,
the wabter was aliiost clear. Although the previocus week had
been hot and sunny, 1t was now heavily overcast and very
heiid. Mish were pising .ond splashing about all over the lake
: S

secned, even to iy pessiuistic scul, that prospects
he quite reascnobles

My wife was with ne, and so was an enourious uass of
tackle and ceuping gear. 46 was foivly cbvious that long walks
5o distent swins were out of the question, ond in any case, 1L
had no evidence to suspest that the spob 10 yards frowm the car
waeg onywhere clse. So [0 yards fron the car it was - all weck
in foet, apart frow one night off at Coleuere.

At five o'clock, BErnie Orue appeared, couplete with
a bucket full of bait, a two gailon tenk of water and daily
papers to kecp us in teuch with the cutside world. Throushout
the week, Irnie was about the nost thoughtful and pgenorous
companion a fisherimon could wish o have; despite having to
work nearly covery day, he node the 50 uile journey on several
nights, even though he cften had o pack up av nidnisht,
Powards the end of the week, in fect, I did not want to cabch
any more ccls; I wanted frnic to get awpongst then. There is
no question but that these ucres owe him o fish of over six
pounds, and ‘I nost sincerely hope 1t will not be teo long
before 1t happens.

e first night we had bleok, rudd, roach and lob
WOTilS in our arioury, and we cast o variety of riches out in
5o the nere. Dbarkness slowly crept over us, ond we sat down
o a long chat end o succession of warning brows. To be
honest, i1t would not be truc to sty that cither of us wos
particulorly optinistic: Ernic wes convelcesgceing froul nine
successive blanks at Blokencre, whilc I had only logic to say
there would be sport and o lot of experience to say tlicre
would not. So it was a bit of a surprisc vo heor ny oscillator
sounding off at 22.0Chrs. I was ot Tthe rod in o flash to
find sonetbhing twitchines and jerking at three large lob Wornse
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After a prolonged dithering scssion, beth by the fish ond uyself,
I struck into an cel of about a pound. It cane in fast, as ccls
of this size are liable to de, and was depesited in the bin with
the winiyui: of fuss. After all, I had coaught rather a lot of
cels about this size, and acduit to a certain laclk of enthusiasn
for then. I was asvonished, thercfore, o sce lirnie showing
syuptous of great delipght. It se¢cned, however, that this was

the first ecl he had witnessced frowm the unercs this year, and one
does not quibble about size when one sces scuctliing thousht to

be extinet!

AfGer tuis cvent, things went awfully quiet for a long
tine., The initial period of expectation had lonp passes and we
were both bepginning to feel the nced of kip. As a last nove
before sleep, I wandered down tu Ernic's pog, to exchange a
final cigarette (his arc bigper thon mines and o few last words.
As we stood talking, I becane aware of a steady hissing noise
in the background. I Imew 1t was not raining, and becane so
puzzled that I eventually asked Grnie if I night flash a torch
round his swiii to try to find the sovurce of the noisc.
Pernission granted, I began to lock round. Nothing horrible
under the brolly, first rod 0K, second rcd bcuncing up and
down in the rests ocg tlhe line pourcd off into the nerel! Ve
both charged invo the water to et at it. Bonething was
hell-bent on reaching the for bank with Ernic's Dbleak. IU
uust have token at least forty yards of line before 1t stopped
dead, and we settled down to that awful pericd of tensicn

trying to decide whether the fish had dropped tlie bait or wos
swallowing it. #Hrnie was quite incoherent by this tinwe

nuttering things like: "Never scen & run like it. DMust be
five pounds. Prcebably six.”

My couicnts were a shade wore o the pelnv.
iat it, you bugger', said I,

o

Then it started off again, at the saiie breakneck
pace. Brmie leaned forward Go get the bale ari on before
striking, and L lcocked round for the bin. IErnie struck, there
was a uighty jerk on the rod tip, and tlien all went slacks
Me line, apparently o perfectly scound 151b unonefil, had parted
sone thirty yards frow: the hook. Possibly it Liad passed
through a sharp nusscl shell, ox round o r»ock. I don't think
T have cver been nore disappointed at lceosing a fish and poor
Frnie wae heartbroken; indced, if I had waited for nine sessions
beforc getting o run, and then lost it, I suspect I night hove
flung all ny tackle in the merce and gtonped off houe, A4As it
wes, we slunk back into our brellies in utter dejection and
waited for dawn,

The cloud persisted all next doy and the second night
: even Dbetbter. I trickled off to the local farn
and extracted a dosen rudd and prepored ny btockle with
cxpectation. The blcak I had brought with ne were no
r in o useable state, but the rudd secned a perfectly good

e < (] ) - . . 1 h N L
pait, Trow the runs of the previous niglt, I had worlked out
that the fish were probobly feeding about forty to sixty yards

ut in about 12 feet of water, thc other side of a dense bed

of soft weed. B¢ Gtwo rudd went there, cnd the third was ploaced
inshore. I thewn asscubled o weri Hackle, using a Iightweight
rod about the strength of a Mz IV, and an ancient Intrepid
Suprcine rcecel whiich has geen nuch bether days. Whe line was
only 101b: onything stronger would surely have broken the rocl
into o thousand tiny pieccs.
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e first run cone Just before dark, and produced
anotlier 11b effort on worn. Shortly after nidnight, the
wori: was off again and, with stronge grinding noisces fron
the recl, I cventually beached ocn ecl of just over two
pounds. All the tiue the rudd sat there untouched. Then
ot dawn the oscillator scunded ofi again. I was hard on,
and uy wifc prodded e inte acticn te switch the Doses
thing off. The worn was off agein. As usual, o hesitant,
twitching run that secied unable te ucke up its nind. L
left it for about a winute, pulled off a couple of yards
of linc, and struck hard as the line cvontually tizhtencd,
The recl nede o sound of antique nachinery in tornent, and
the rod tip whipped sunartly round towards thie wober. LA
long, hard battle followed. Xnowing wy tackle, I did not
credit the eel with anything over about 31bj; indeced, I had
no time o think of this as I tried to pursuade the winch
into soiie scrt of cetivity. Lventually the fish caiic o
the edge. Unlike the others, it did not coiie out of the
water on the first heave, therc was still quite a lot of
eel in the waber with two £t on the bank., Then it was thatb
I recogniscd a four pounder, a fact that was rauzed hone
by the strugsle to confine it to oy dustbin. It eventually
turned the scales ab 4:5%.

The dey was heavy and overcast as beforc. 1 had
o cerbain inpatience o display the catch to Ernie when he
turncd up for the aecxt night. In the weantiune, threc roach
fisheruen ourned up and stortod hamering fish out one after
the otlwer; they cventuclly took about 201b away in buckets
and socks o stock a local pend they cwned. So to pass the
tine, I tried to Jjoin in on the act. Bingle nagcot tactics
nt thirty yerds range is not ny strong point, but I did
nonage to cabtch about five fish before it becaue dark. The
roach were scoehow nuch softer and succulent thaon the
stunted rudd out of the farn pends arcund, and I decided
“o use them ag beit during the coudnp night, despite the
fact that they were rather bigger than I norially use, about
64~ inches,

rnic arrived, scttled down in tlhie sanc spoelb as
before and the kettle went on. This tinme, however, there
wos o sens¢ of expectoticn in the oir. Not long after dark
there was ancthor run on wori, and in cauc another ncdest
fish of about a pound. As on the previous night, 2ll woent
guiet, MThe night brooded on and the tension nounted;
sonething had to happen before it was over. Then, at 22 .40
the oscillabor sounded oagain. A guick imspecticn led e
o the red holding the bispest dead bait, fully sixty yards
out into ohe uore. The lin: was pceeling off in a stecdy
purposcful nanner; Zrnie wnd I hovercd above it, chain
snoking, and trying te aake sure thot not the slightest
obstruction occured. It went on cnd on, never slackening
poce nor speeding up, Just deliberate ond purposeful.
Then it stopped dead, Erenie hesitated, wondered up and
down o few times and then sat on the bin.

11
]

BTt in thoat weed bed too," said Ernie. "Swallowing
the bait with the eel.”

"his one's going to be big,” said I, "fthe way 1t
took that rcach, sccued as though nothing could stop it."

Brnie said nothing, but 1it another cigorette fron
the stub of the old cne. The seconds dragged by and turned
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into uinutes. L wallied cway and cawc back; I fiddled with the
inert lince cnd suockced. bLventually o was convinced thie fish had
cropped the bait after all, so I rcached intce uy peclkes for o
picce of silver paper, folded it into a loop and hung it on Ghe
linc, HNo suvcner wos 1t on than it leapt a fout into the air.
The line wes flying off the spool as fast as I have ever secn
it go. SBonehow the rod wos in iy hands: a few fceet of line was
pulled frece, the bale aru slaonnmed hene and I lcant forward to
gstorike., As L swung into fction, thie line tightened Lard, and
all I cculd do wes ralse the red tip about a foct. For an
appreciable wine, the fish was waking as nuch line as I was
gaining; then by dint of heavy puuping I started to win,
Sudcdenly the line went coupletely slack. That sickening
fecling of leosing a greot fish swept over me as I recled 1in
rantically hoping to find the ccl again, Aboubt twenty yoards
ccue 1n before the rod tip SWUNG CVeT & xln, and stayed downe.
Dbviously, the fish had given up 1t° ﬁLb“”pb Tfor tlie opposite
banlkk and run tewards ne as far as the weed bed, where it Lhad
stuck, FEventually, 1 worked it clecr and Lbdklly brought it
ashore, DLrnile fell upon it like a nan puSSubSOu and storted

to crawr it inte wy bin. There was o brief and nasty battle,
and then the lid slauuicd lhcue and frnie sat down con it hard.

I had not pfrticipated in the encounter between non and beast,
for fear of severe personal injury, and sc had not seon what

L had caughts; cventun lly, whon Eviie L“ recovercd sufficicently
to rise sghakily %o his feet we copened the 1id and pecred in.
Great fot coils of cel plistened inside, and I knew this was a
personal best. Indced 1t was, at five pounds six cunces,

After thav we had no wore rune and dawn caile in peace
end tranquility. dhot day, the cloud breke and the sun cane
thirough., The neroe went dead and all son*o of atuosphere
disappeared. We Llcft too, and spent a disncl cold night at
Colemere, under the glivter of a thousunq stars. Not a touch
of course. S0 we returncd to Whitcuere again, The roach were
aliost uncatchable bj now, and I took Oﬁlj cnes fow the rcst 1L
Lod one perclh and a few rudd, Inspection of tho tin revealed
the renains of a fow neribund Woris.

e nisht was cold, clear and blank: but if one shone
a light on tue watora it rosc in a glittering shower of snall

roach leaping out of the weler right in iy n\rglnn iles, the

cels did nct follow thew in, only the pike - and ny thoughts
on pike at nisht arce not to be printed,

o I took ny boots off and went to bed., dJust at dawn

the oscillator sounded, and I rushed feruvl:, quite forgetbing
about beots until a nasty cold fecling crept ebout wuy fecet. Bo
I charged bcok in and forced then on - on o the wrong fcet as
it hapl enel -~ which madle Ly Prosrcss c¢ownn the bank c¢rratic, to
say bthe least., It transpired that tlie rocd contoining the roach
dend balt was in ccticn. ust chout the spot where I hod cast
a4 preat Udg“lb of woter-fowl wos charging about. I have been
had like this beforc, and carefully wabtchoed the surface for the

grebe when lL surfaced. But the line stopped, and noved off
acain with no sign of the bird, so I struck and landed an ecel
of something over thrce pounds,

)

ind that, oport froiw a few abortvive runs on woril
was the last sizn of acticn for vhc week. The weathier wos
perfect for ny wife, which neons lousy for fighing. After
I returned, Irnie ncintoinced tlhe seige, but hos so for not

Pl

g0t ﬁuonuuc the fish apain. I aun garce that had the weather
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lasted, “n cecl of over six pounds would have coue out, but
I an cqually sure that without exactly the ripht conditions
this nere is a very difficult water indcced, it is possible
that conditions will only bhe riziit on only two or thrce
weekends curwng the whole scason; I shall do oy best To be
thicre on those nights next year, and I lLope, trnie, that
you will be There too,.

PS  IErnie inforus ne that his continued seipge resulted in
tlie capturc of just one nore cel. Another beast of a
pound that cane on Septeuber 246h at 01.15 to double lob.

S e i e et

WHYRE TAKE: LN UNUSUAL TR
By Brien Crawford.

Whyke lake is one of a tric of lakes belonging to

the Chichester & District Angling Scociety, and is situated

the ncrth side of the A27, a heevily used dual carriage
way3 normally called the Chichester by-—-pass. On the south
sidc of the by-pass lic a scries of lakes (ninc) belonging
to the Sont hprn Ingting Centre, which charges 50p per day o
fish., 'hesc Llakes are connected Go Chichester harbour and
swarii with oels having an averags welght of a little over a
pound. However, the threc lalkes on the north side of the
by=-pass arc conpletely isolated by roeads and there is no
access for eels. During tlhe past decade only fourtecn cels
have been rscorded; the suallest 2:0 and the largest 6:0 -
only two have becen below 4:0.

e
S5

Whyke lake locks to be a good 'speciucn-type" of
water, It is heavily weceded and ooo@ neinly shallow,
and full of natural focd. Necdless to suy, it is very hard
te fish., It conboins carp and pike in cxcess of thirty
pounds, oand a very largce head of Geneh with specimens in
cxccess of six pounds,

o ]

The unusuael featurce of the leke is that it is the
only wobter I know to hove been Golibbrwtoly stocked with coels,
as part of Ghe woter nanagoenent p@¢1cy, to control the large
nunbers of soall tench, ”hlu is the idca of the fishery
lanager, Roger Willians, now a firn friend of uine. He is a
very kecn carp fishernon aad o ncober of the BCSG. He has
had four ccels frow the lake, 5:6, 4:14, 4:10, cnd 4:5., He
has c¢lso lost onc ot the net wiinesscd to be in excess of
seven pounds. Over the past two years he has stocked the
water with 200 celsg between onc and two pounds and 20
between threc and six pounds. Thege came froo a snall pond
tlint has since been filled in. 4L dead cel of cipht pounds
wis found at that pond and Roger had nine other cels to 5:7
before it was finally filled in.

~

The leke is clccnro fishced every close suoson Go

recve thousonds cf sinall tencli and cther upu01o Many
lorse ecls are SluuUOd while this werk is in prowrpss,

scveral specinens in excess of scven pounds. But the lorger
ones recover quickly and escape being netted, I have been
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invited to attond these scssions this year 2and lcook forword o
it very much. I will be crned with & large londing ncet and
hope to capture o few for accurate weighing and possible tagzing.

LW
I hove tried cverytlhing poseible to attract ond
interest cels in uy baits, but with the vast aunicunt of food
present, the eel fishing is ver hard. Roger warned me of
this. He pubt in 21 scssions for his four fish. I have uscd
countless tins of catfood; with and witlicut groundbait; baits
injected with pilchard oil; and even a swinfecder filled with
cotton wocl soaked in pilchard cil and other additives., 1
have always used another rod withiout groundbait or additives
as a control. Neither rod was touched for the first eleven
sessions. iy first ccl coue on the twelfth session. It was
00,30 on Scpteuber Sth,. After a storny weokend followed by
a clear sky and caln night, the woatcer btenperaturce was cown
to 5% degrees. The cel teok the plain bait, a four inclh
roach, in the non-groundbaited arec. It was, perhaps, onc of
the snaller ccls present in the woebter, turning the scales atb
3:12, but, of course, a pleasing cne «nd, I hope, bodes well
for the futurec.

It is, I bLelieve, a psychological adventage to fish
o water knowing thot ccls in cxcess of seven pecunds are prescnt;
althoush nany Llanlks are to be coxpected, 1t is a preat incontive.
After all, uore than half the problewn in catching big ecls, is
to first locate a wotoer thot uilsht hold one. Well, now I have,
and althiougl I do not know whether or not I shall be able to
carry on fishing there next season, depending upon where I
live ond work, I hope I am preparing the groundwerk for any
otlier angler who way take over uy swin thiere one day.

— i s B S

ELiCLRICITY POOL: CORNKALL
By David Suithe

It would be very eaosy for uce, writing an crticle
on 1y expcriences in Cornwall, Tto siuply repeat all that
Paul Wicczorek said in his excellent articlce (Vol. § No 1),
so I shall try to confinc ny writings to concern only one
water, the Elcctricity pool.

My dceision to go to Cornwall was umade this tiue
lost year. It was bascd on two things: Paul's cxhuboerent
enthusiasin, as illustrated by his crticles, end an invitation
from hinm to share in the plorices and delights of his waters.
At that bviuc, arrangenents were, to say the least, sonewhot
flinsy, bubt nearcr the tiue a firu date was set and July 15th
saw e Westward bound.

Paul et ne at St Austell station. Althoush we had
never actually uet, Poul easily spotted ue getting off the
troin anld a chootic neose of holideyunakers since I was the
only onc¢ brandishing a roé¢ holdall cnd strusgling with a
vast quantity of fishing tackle. He nade his acguaintence
known and soon we had oy gear stowed in his car. After a
brief exchangsc of pleasantries and cigorebtes, Poul took
ne ol o swilft tour of his waters.
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We visited grovel pits which were incredibly
overgrown and Chinea clay pits thet have o nagical
atuosphore of their cwn. But the woters that created the
srcatest iupression were the stone quarrics. In ny part
of the world we have grovel pits, we also have alay pits
but we have nc stone quarrics. There they werce with sheer
cliffs dropping down into os wwuch as twenty foot of water.
The water in nost of then was gin clear and one could sec
down to a depth of about eipht feet with ne trouble at all.
Tt was difficult to sce ony further becousc of the lock of
licght; these pools were elmost always surrounded Dy high
cliffs whicli provented the sun shining onto the water. Of
these, the cone that gripped the iucgination nore than 108t
was the Electricity pool and uwode it cleor that I wanted

Go fisli this water.

Before telling you of wy adventurcs thore, 1 shall
digress and tell you of iy first night. We decided to fish
cne ¢f the pravel pits, situated on Goss nocr. These are
Leavily overpgrown, but onc of the pits is fairly woed frec.
Wie chose o suitable pitel by this pool where the weed was
not close to the bank end tackled up. Bait for thic occassion
was to be ninnow DB, wounted on size 10 hooks. Before
casting out, we sct up our respective abodes for the night.
I, in noraal Anguille Club nanner, producced a brolly plus
polythene screcn. Into this brolly-tent I put oy bed-chair,
oir-bed, sleeping bag and blonkets. Meanwhile, Paul had
set up his brolly end cheir, ond was now staring in blank
allezenent ot this decadent ucthod of fishing. To odd insulb
to injury, vy oscillator lcads werce taken into this shanty
and the cscillateor placed in a position that would approximatc
the position of ny lcft car fole once I wag snug insideo.

Poul uscd Wotchiion bite clarus atboatched to his rod butts.
A8 it turned cut, I did not ncke full use of ny bedding
since nost of the night wos spent drinking endless cups

of coffce, suoking cocl other's fags, talking, and swatiting
pesky wosquitos. DBut by the cnd of the week, Paul had a
coup bed, polythene screen and plenty of blonketse

The second night scw us fishing the Tlectricity
pocl. We spent the afternocn there during which tiuic we
caupht plenty of rudd. They were not very big, botween
six ounces and twelve ocunces, most being abecut half a pound.
I clso whiled awey hnalf an hour livebaiting for perch, using
ninnow, and had thrcs of abeut a pound. Ve also caupht
plenty of beit in the forin of suall perch and Ninnows.

For ue, the uinnow was en olien bedt, but the perch were
fordilicr: for Paul it was the other way round since he'd
not usca perch before,

The Electricity pecl is aboub two acres in sizc
and is rouplhly square. There is an outflow in the north
western corner that joins with the river Fal a few yards
away. The castern shore Gocs not exist. Aprccaricus path
ig suspended on the top of a cliff twenty fecet or so above
the surface of the pool, and this drops into about twenty
foot of water ond is the deepest port of the lake. The
western shore is nucl shallower since tGlicre is o shelf
extending some twelve fect covoered by about cight foot of
water ot its deepest peint. Beyend the shiclf the wober
drops off to cbout twelve feet. However, this bonk 1s
incccessible becausc of donse woodland. Thus the only
fighable shorces wre to Hhe nortlh =nd soutl: of the pool.
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Un fortunately, the southern shore is adjocent to o nassive

bed of rooted wecds. There arc several breoks in this weed,

but it would be difficult to cxtroct an ccl freur there, let
alone get a bait down To the bottem. This left only one swiia
that could be fished located on the norvh shore. It was to this
swii that we moved all our gear, hoving to negotiate that
dangerous littlce path in so doing.

The swin was bordered by o shelf cbout onc foot below
the surface and extonding out cbout three fecet. This shelf
was a hive of activity, there being vony suwell frops and vast
shoals of uinnows in their broecding colours. The frogs werc so
nuncrous that one could not help but crush scveral underfoot
wilh cvery pace nc natter how corceful one was. Beyond the
shelf, the water dropped off to about twelve fect.

Vith great difficulty oand uuch abusive language, I
nonaged to pursuade ny rod rests into fizzures in tlic solid
rock. I gove up trying to
and, instead, suspendcd the brolly frem a treec. Poaul was
nore fortunate in Gthat he had a nice soft piece ¢f ground for
nis brelly. Two rods werce put on to the rests end the bait,
ong winnow and the ctlicr perch, was 3iuply lowered over the
cipe of the shelf. 4o third bait, anctlhoer perch, was cast into

[&]

the centre of the pocl, closc to where the weed bud begans
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Paul, using cnly two rocds, had onc bailt just over the shelf
and tlc cother cast inbto the centre.

e had sct up our piteh carly, so it was still
sonc tiuc to go before dark. We sat down to relax and
cnjoy the solitudce of this water. WWe had bueon Glhere
nearly all day, and we woerce yob to sce another sole. We
Grank coffec and sucked a ciparette. Paul teld ne the
history of this water. Apporently it wos this onc thot
his fricnd had scen the two 51b+ cels in. He also teld
ne that both Le and a fricend of his had been srashed
by ecls. As the shadows besan to lenpthen, we fell
silent, and thot strange feeling telling ne of inpending
action crept through ny veins. Could tonight sce the
capture of ¢ really good cel?

My thoughts were brought te an end cbruptly.
I was on wy feet before the fact that Paul's bLuzzor was
soundinz off registered. The rod with the bait in the
center of the pool was bouncing up and down, and the line
was peeling off roapidly. It sbtoppot. After a short
pause the linc stvarted twitcehing its woy out. DBale arn
closed ond whan, Paul was into a fish. By the sight of
his rod doubled over, and the whistling sound wade Dy Tho

overstretehed 121b line, o goud fislh.
"It's solid," he yelled., "It won't budgel"

Micn the rod moved and the line went slack, Poul
reeled in furiously.

"Hove you lost it?" I asked pessinistically.

il

Ko," coane his reply as he nade contact apaine
Then the water bten yards oub begon to boil, bubt the fish
dived once wore. Paul applied full side strain and agein
the line whistled. It worked, and the fish was again
roeburning to the surface; but not slowly, it was going
like a brain. The water surface was thrown intc a
scothing ness of foom and oub of the niddle of this, liko
the phoenix crising cut of the floes, cane a nognificent
trout. For our bencfit it went through its full reperivoire
of antics including o nagnificent tail walk as it tried to
throw the cunborscne stecl froun its jows. Ib was, Lhiowevew
cosily beaten on such tackle, and it was not long before
it woe lying on the bank. It turncd the scales at 4:4.

@
Despite the thrill of sceing the capturce of such
a guod figh, ond the nopgnificent perforuance it had given,
1y heart sank. vere tlie fish responsible for breaking
Paul and his friend on previcus occagsions large trout?
Opbinisn gave woy o pessindisi. L had ocnother cigorette

ond a coffee and then retired to bede.

0w

—

I wag awolen with o sbtart by o stranse nolse
thot kept interfering with ny dreans., It was Ly
oscillabtor. The tiue was 25.50. I guthercd iy sonses
ond btrundled out inte thic open. The rod bearing tuc
percl suspendcd over thie shelf was bouncing abouts, I
wos running steadily. It svepped. I pulled off a fow
vords of line and closed the bale arn and walted. 16
noved off coein.  The line tightened. I struck, Paul
wos on Land witiy thie net and I soon had thie cel in
the buciket. I rebaited with perch ond drepped 1t once

nore over the shclf.

7.

Perhaps I was wrongs, and that the breakers had
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becen cels., Once aorce we drank coffcee. Poul was plecased to

hear that the bait hoad bLoen purc"l° I con't know wiiy he'd not
uscd it before, perhaps it was becouse of their spiny naturc,
a fe“turc thiot used b@ put Lic off. But abt lcase I had shown
Paul thoat perch catches cels. I Lad o fincl cigerette ond
decided to get ny head down apgein. I crowled into uy pit

and had JUut C]llULO onn to ny bed to begin ny fight with tho
blanLeto when the oscillotcor sounded of a@oin. Uhite bulb:

_____ e rods

L crawled out of iy hovel (slan Howking could tell
you a tale or two about it) to find Poul, net in hond, bent
cver the rod. Linc wos still strenning off. It was the saue
procedure and soon there wos anctler ecl in the bin.

I was now, I wust adunit, getting quite excited: two
cels, both casily over two Duund, and the night was goill young.
Little was I to know that the next fow heurs were to be the
nost hectic of ny cel fishing coarcer. Ve went throush the
saie after capture proccoedure with coffce ond fags. 4As Q
slight variation, we ate sandwiches. One thirty. I observed
thvt 1L T kecep having runs ot houvrely intervals, I ou;ht to
have another albout now. 4s if in reply, @y oscillator went
into action once norca

This tiue it was o twitchy run, ond the lince inched
slowly out,. Lu stopped. I waivtced for Uuﬂ cndless winutes
Quring whiclh tince the line uceved nov o fraction. I was tien
teged with the decigion of whetler or not I reel in, or hopce
that the quarry is just toklng o long tine to cat ibs prey.

L dithered for a wuciment and tHon rceled in., I reboited cnd
cnce uncrce placed the Leit just over the shelf, The old bais
was ubVCCbly pouled, I 8 mrUpa walkingy back to Paul for
cnoetiicr round of fags and coffee, Withoub uhiﬂnlu;, 1 assuned
that the rod I had just reboited was the offender, uclleV1n3
that the line had sliinped cut ¢f the contocects. 1 tried Go

reset it bub it wouldn't work without any light. I turned on
thic torech oand realiscd thot it .woas tlice othoer ﬂCP;ld rod, with
minnow ags the offering, that wos cousing the ncisc Thc ling
was belting off foster vhon I have evoer scen 1ei)rc

The line stopped end by now Paul wos cn hand, as cver,

bearing the net. lic apreed thav it was provably either Ly, or
worsec, in the weed Lied. It noved epein, slowly at first, Lut

it soon picked up sneod. In onc swift action L closcd tlic bale
arm ond struck hard., The rod doubled at the sudden stroin put

on it. I could feel tlie line tearing through the soft weed and
also realised that the fish wus running diagonally towoerds the
north east corner., Applying oll the side strain T could auster,

I pulled vhe fish round so that it was now running ot wc. Reeling
as fast as @ possible I could Larely kcop contact with it. Then

it changed direcbion once Lore.
"Oh, no," I shouted, "It's pulling off lincl"

Suddenly all locked solid. The fish had enchorcd itsclf
by the ledge, It wos thien Ghat the tuy 'o wor Legan. Foer cver
¢_m11 an hour the rod was bent doubles Ljvch'IuAN and t1<~h, cither
the cel or nysclf would gain o little 13 I sceonel to Dbe
winning slowlj° My arng cached and the swoau poured frown e in
o continuous streon. Thouphts raced throusi: ny head and ny
pind was wuuddled, las I snogsed on o rock? No. 1 could feel
nmy fish, ond I could fecl it shalidng its head not foar fron where
I stood. 4t last the leviathen nade, whnt oust have been, o
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final bid for frecdcn, I could fcecl it tryipé to tear line
of the spocl, I ganbled and locked uOllQ, trying to wake
usce of thce cels uovenent to winkle it out of its hole,
Alas, the stroin inposcd on the line and it perted at the
link swivecl.

I collapsed in o heap, very dissappointed and
very cxhousted., But the gods would Slow no uercy and
Ly verch in the nargin was off yet again. This wa
another abortive run. I decided that the bait had been
dropped and hauled in another marlked perch. I had just got
ny rod on the bank when Paul had enother run, again on
tlic napin fished perclhi, HSoon our third fish was in the
bin; another 21b+ fish. Despite all our activisy, all we
had to show were tvhree fish,

Before I hod picked up the net to go to Paul's
assistencc, I had lowercd ny narked percly back into the
water, Paul's fish had Jjust been dropped into tAO hin
when it was off apain, This tine vhere were no nistakes
and nuiber four, a fish slightly sucller tuun the others,
was also in the bin. AL last we could have a suoke and a
coffee, We also tucked intc our udﬂdWlCuOSo Wo were
just cbout to turn in ogein when Paul had another abortive
run, on perch, ClOubly follumou by o twitch on ny pecrch,

5

Ve turncd in and were not disturbed &G“lﬂ that night.

In the morning, our first task was to inspect
the catch. They welp led in ot 2: :8%, 2:4, 2.0§ and. 1:11%
The suall figh apﬂrt, they were in cxcellent condition. I
could sec¢ frou thecse why yelluw ecls are so called, since
there was no grot in the pool to affcect their colour. Ve
also had a post norvenn on the nlULI'S activity. Vhy
should all thce runs coue fron the morgin, and on perch?
Why were half the runs confident and the other half twitch
bites thot aborteds Since the ninncows were shioaling in
the wouth of the outflow, I thought the cels were couing in
after then, and, since our baits werce there, they were
gquitc willing to pub perch on the mnenu. As for perch
being accepted in preference bo ninnow, we did hove two
perch baits inslicre and only onc uinncw, so one could
expect pcrch runs to coilec twice as fast as ninnow runs.

Yhen we openced the fish up, it becaune clear that
the ccls were indecd couing inshore to feed, but not on
ninnow., Their quarry wos suall frog.

Ls for tlc differcnce in bites, anc¢ I can assure
vou that there was a distinet differcnce, I huve no logical
explanation. The possibilitics are that they were caused
by nini-bootlaces of the size I au cccustoned o catchings
or they LIy have been the couticus bites of big e¢clsy or
finally they nay have been the result of 1nv0bL1'“L1un Ly
trout., There arc no pike present, so they certoinly were
not to blung If anyone cculd cast any light on to this
I should Le grateful.

We rcturned to the Alocbrlclcy poocl three nights
later, Again we stocked up with perch. DBub sport was not
as brisk as the first visit and we only had threce runs for
two fish of cbout o pound. Ve stayed put the following
night and this time only had once fish, a little ncnster of
Jjust undcer puund. Vhy had the sport gone dead? Had we
fished out the swin? Answers te thesce questicons could only
be gainced by anotlicr visiv.
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In a little over o uonth, I was back on the banks
of the Electricity pool. 4 friend of nine, with a weck o
spare, fancicd the idea of hunting big ecls for a few days
in the pleasant surroundings of Cornwall.. So, on August
bank heliday we drove West. It was aluost dark when we
arrived at Paul's, and he was out fishing. We spent the
evening chatting to Pan, Peul's wife, waiting for hin to
return. We were invited to spend the night on Paul's floox,
which sounded nuch better than bed and breakfast, and it
was Tuesday before I saw the pool cgeine.

There werc several changes since ny previous visit.
Gone were the frogs. And the winnows, having recovered fron
their nuptual rites had returncd to decper water. It was clso
stronge to see soneone elsce fishing the pecol. He turncd outb
to be a Londoner and had two nets full of rudd. Thesc fish
werc no longer naking their presence known and were now
lying scveral fect below the surface. It was rcassuring,
however, to sec the shoals of suall perch still hiding in
the weed by the uargins, and we proceded to catch soiie for
bioit. With sufficient small perch and ¢ few minnows in the
bait bucket, we uade the perilous journey over te the swiii.
Since Ivor, ny cowpanicn, had no brolly tent, we shared nine,
We were soon all set up and the souae bait distribution as
before wag cnployed: perch and ninnow off the shelf and perch
in the niddle,

It was dark before we scettled down to eat. Ve

cooked our frugal neal of epgy and bacon, and then, with nothing

LW v
cise to do., decided to get soue sleep. Have you ever been ccl
fishing with an occassional fisherman? It is a strange
experience when your conpanion, after arranging his bed, gets
out his pyjanas and the puts Then onld

There was scuething clse different too. There wos
a full noon, and the sky was clcar. Ny previous visit was
mider an overcast sky with a new moon. Paul wandered around
about nidnight ond shared a coffee. He left after a chat
and I soon fell asleep. I awoke in the worming to the
twittering of birds. Not a touch all nijfht.

I was a little purturbed by the lack of activity.
In the nargins I had noticed scne dead fish, sc I wandered
off to investipate. They were rcocli. But why had they
died? An cnswer to this uay provide an ocnswer to the lack
cf eels.

lie packed up our gear and acved round te Poul's.
e were grected by Pan and Paul and were scunll enjoying o
cup of coffee, Poul, tuu, was disappointed at our lack of
guccess. The dead fish, I was tclld, were part of a batch
of roach transfered fron ancther water. Soue of thesc fish
had died shortly after introducticn.

The next night soaw us installed back in cur swik.
Since there werc no frogs or ninnows in the narging, there
was 1little G attroct an ecl, so all ny baits were distributed
along the edge of the weed bed. Bub again therc wos nco
activity. The next night Peoul fancied a session, but rather
than flog away at the Blectricity pocvl, he prefered to fish
a clay pit that he thinks will yield o big ecl. But the night
after saw us back, suffering cncther blank. Then, with tail
between ny legs, we rcturned toe Londone

Overall, Elcctricity pooul has yielded seven cels
. - . ? . l I L . .
in six sessions. The biggest were caught the first session

-
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and the size ond nunber dindinished coach session so that the
last threc sessiovns were total blanks equalled. only by
those of Shropshire the previcus year. hy should this be
so? Had we fishcd it out? I think not, since we had nore
runs thon fish over all. If the cels had deserted this
swin, it was because it had lest its abttracticn for then
rather then us hoving caught them all,

I suppese it is easicr to uake excuses for whe
lack of eels during the seccnd spell. There was a full
noen, and this ccubined with the clarity of the water
uay have put the cels ¢ff. The large nuber of cad and
dying fish nay have previded the cels with sufficicnt
feud to tic thew over. But I believe that the cels had
vacated this swin altugether and had teken up feeding in
the weeds. On ny first visit the swin was alive with suiall
froges wnd winnows which were attroacting the cels., Our
baits were nuch casicr for the cels to get thoen the
active living groundbait.

I shall cndceavour to return te the Elcectricity
pool again next scason. I wy visit coincides with the
shealing of the uinncews pricr to breeding and with the
cuergence of the frogs, I shall fish the <14 swin  in
the naorgins. But if therc ie littlce cctivity in the
nlarping, I shall cndcaveur o fish in the dense weed fron

he south bank.

Finally, I was very dissappointed to hear of
Paul's departurc from thie club. He woeuld have been a very
valuable ncuber of the club. He is very socicble and is
willing te sharce his knowlege with anyone, Althouzsh it
i.s business conitiients that prevent hin frceua fishing so
much now, I hope I can pursuade hin to join ne cn a
session or two on that »oucl,.

Se se ste st sl e
R SR

OLOLLITH READING RISULIS: T. THE LGE OF BELS

By Geoffrcy bwailes and Alan Howkins,

As older uenbers will kncew, analysis of growth
rate has been cne of the long tern proejects of the Nebional
Anguilla Club for o nunber of years, Eventuelly, we hope
that this ney benefit our fishing by helping us to chcusc
better waters -~ on the assunaption that the faster cels grow,
the bigger thcy get. For the soke of newer nenbers, it is
perhaps worth while saying a few words on how we go aboutb
this, Lels differ fromo nany otlice fish in not loying down
scales with annual rings, and so we cannct use scale
readings as o basis for growth rate studics. Instead, we
have to rely cn oteliths - snall stones on either side of
the brain within the ecl's glull -~ which do show & patbern
of annual rings. These obtcliths arc ground flat on a fine
carberunduir stone and exouined under o low power nicrouscepe
using reflected light; the rings can then be scon and

counted o give thoe age of the fish.
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Meiibers have becon collceceting oboliths on a fornal
basis since 1968, while sonc collecticns datce frow auch
further back. Until he decided to pursue bigger ecls in
New Zealand, Geuffrey Swailcs had overall charge of this
project, scet up an excellent storage ond records systei
and also did uost of the werk on reading the stones. In
fact, Geuff hes now read scue 598 ctolith pairs; when you
realise that cach rcading takes on average about 20 minutes,
you can sec that this represents about 200 hceurs effort on
his part - t. say ncthing of tiue taken to aduinister the
schenie. Clearly the elub owes hin a great deal., In vicew of
his iuminent departure, the collceticn and results have been
passced to ne, and I an pleased to be able to present the
results of this work to ycu. Again, Geoff has done uuch of
this, and has alrcady assembled the data into o useful forn.
My part, thercefore, is sinply to put it 2ll down on paper, GO
do o bit of statistics and try o show what it all weans. By
conparison with what Geoff has done, uy contribution hes been
very sinall,

I preposce tuv present these results in two Bulletin
articles, In this, the first, I shall be concerned with the
age of the fish we catech, and leave the nuch LoTrce difficult
subject of growth rates in differcnt waters to the sccond
article. There are severnl guod reasons for doing this. For
one thins there is nuch teu nuch inforination for one article.
Alsc, there are o nunber of difficultices, both practical and
theoreticsl, tu be cleared cut cf the way befure we can Ect
down o o discussion on groewbh robte. Finally, I believe that
tlhic age of the fisl without the coumlication of growth rate
hae nuel toe teseh us about cur ecel fishiing; sone of these
legsons uoy not at first sight cppear Tu have nuch to Qo with
fishing, bubt others, especially when we coie t¢ exanine the
Wprison Uoter Theory" in the 1ligLht of cur results, are of Lhe
oreatest inportance.

To start this article on ape, I would like to introduce
a bit of theory - nccessory, L au afraid, if we arc Ge
understand our results fully. Let me ask a question. If we
caught the whole population of, say, roach, froa a lake, and
nade scale readings of cvery fish, what sort of age distribution
would we cxpect to find? In cther words, low Lany fisli would
be less than one year old, how mony of age cne, Gwo and so on?
T think it is pretty obvicus that we niznt cxpect an cnswer
like that shown in fipure 1. The most nuaercus fish arc the
newly hatched fry of age O. 4s tiue gocs on, preaotion,
disease, ond pueslbly in the older apc Froups, ¢ld age, all
take their toll, so that each succesgive year-group contains
less fish than the one before. You will notice thatb the
proph is drown as o curve of o particular shapc (an expenential)
rather thon as a sbtraisht line., There arc several reasons
For this. One is that very snall fish con be caten by uore
things than cen vlder and bigger fish. Thus the drep in
nunbers igo much stecper in the carly years than in later oncse
inother is that in decay curves of this sort, the drop in
nuubers in successive yeoars btends bowerds a constant frocticn
of the population, rathor thon a constont nuLbor. For
exauple, if we storted with sixteen fry, end half perished
ecach year, then the nuabers in cach yoeor-{roup would be 16,
8, 4, 2 and so un - apain giving o curve rotbher than a straight
linc,.

Llright, whot cbout cels? Cur reach necdel assgulles
constont cédditions in the sensc that we luapine the sauc

(]
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the same numbers of fry to hatch out each year, and that
predation and diseage are essentially the same frouw year to
vear. Ve all know that this is not necessarily true; that
sonme years are uuch better for breeding than others, and
that predators are nuch more nuuerous in sone years than
others. Such factors will make our graph less perfect; the
ecraphs will still probably have the same cverall shape, but
there will be wide deviations above znd below the line.

For eels, thoush, we have an important difference
in that they hatch out in the sea, not in the freshwater
systen where they finally cone to live. The wost frequent
age group is not O - these are still in the Sargasso. - but
the aie when the majority arrive at their destination. fven
if we accept the convention that we start counting the age of
an eel from the tine it arrives in freshwater (like other
workers), an ecl may still spend one or morc years in rivers
and estuaries before running upstrean to scne of our uore
distant lokes and canals. So our peal in the population is
unlikely to be age O, bubt in the early year classes. Let us
see how this might worls out in practice, by locking at the
age distribution of eels in lelsh rivers as found by Sinhn and
Jones (1967). 4is you will gce from Fig. 2, the nuubers wise
to a peak arcund age two, and then tail off rather slowly
until about age 6, after which they drop more sharply. In
other words, cur simople curve is masked in the early years
by the fact that eels arrive at different ages in these Welsh
rivers,
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But there is another far more inportoant way in which
onr distribution may coume to differ frou the expected, and this
arises from the nethods we usc to catch our eels. If we reburn
to the paper of Sinha and Jones, we find that they cauplit their
sauple of eels by o uixture of electric fishing, long lines and
Tyke nets. Now, only electric fishing night be expected to catch
all eels. Long lines can only take cels bilg enough to swallow
the hooks, while fyke nets can only tuke ecls which arc too big
to escape throush the nesh. Thus, part of their swuple unust
have been biased towards the bigger ecls, whichi, one cssuies,
are also the oldest. ©So anotvther explenation for thie rather low
nunbers in the very carly yeor groups of #ig. 2 nay be pub
forward; the very youny cels are too suall to catch.

You will realise thot this is likely to be very wuch rore
important in the Anguilla Club eels, when, gencrally speaking,
we do our very best to catch only biyp eels. The bailts cnd tackle
we use are toc nuch for the very snall eels to et hold of,
Cespite the fact that these tiny cfforts nay be the most nuwierous
cels in the water. As ecls et bipmer (and older) their chances
of being cavght must also increase. In other words, if we
assuue that the bigper ecl is the more likely vo take our beilt,
we have another factor, called, for wont of a bebtber word,
icatchability ™ te add to our graph. L4As nuubers cecrease, 80O
Tcatchability increases (Fig. 3).

e
The actual age distribution of our cels, therefore,
nust be the interaction wetween twe opposite trends -
decrecasing numbers with increosing nge, and increasing
cotchability with incrcasing ogc. The result of all this is

-
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is plotbed in Fig. 4, showing the graud bGobal results for all
566 otoliths. The sauple includes both 2:1 & 2:2 lakes, canals,

tidal and non-tidal rivers.

Fig. 4 shows us that the average (mean) age of the
cels we catel is fracticnally under 14 years. Ulthout wishing
to stray into growtie-rate discussions, it is worth pointing
out that the averasc weirht of 14 year old eels is only about
11b 10 ounces. Iiels grow very slowly!

Another inportant thing cbout Fig. 4 is the overall
shape of the curve. It has a bell shoped outline, and
corresponds recuarkably well with o very useful matheunatical
Jdigtribution, called the Nornal, or Goussian distribution.
mis is ver fortunate, because 1t allows us Go nake sone
interesting predictions frow our data, and also lets us wmalke
tests of sipnificance to sce if tlere arc differences between
different classes of woter, Leb us first taclkle the subject
of predictions. fTo do this we makes usce of a nuaber called
the "standard deviation” (s.d.) which neasures the spread of
any Normal distribution; in this case, the s.d. is 3.77 yoearse
Uith this number, we can calculate the percentage of ecls we
night expect to find above (or below) ony miven age prouyr in
our sample. This has been done in the following table for
ccls of over 16 years (16+) right uy to ecls of over 30 (30+).
In fact, our sauple conbtains cecls up Go the age of 2b years,
so for the lower age proups, we can check our predicted velues
avainst the actual ones - this gives us some sort of checlk on
how good our predictions arc,

Table 1. % of cecls above given gyge values

- i

| Lie. Years '

|16+ 18+ 20+ 22+ 24+ 26+ 28+ 30+ i

- ——— j »--t

Predicted | 30 6.7 2.0 0.5 0.1 0,02 0,005 |
Measured 34 19 8.9 3.3 0.67 =~ - -

j — -4

Ls you can sce frow the table, the corrcspondence
between the predicted values ond the actual values erc reuarkably
pood, They are not exactly tue saue, we would not expect Theil
%o be, but the difference is only o few percent in each casc.
Because of this, we can have soue confidence in extending our
predictions beyond the values we have actually nensurnrced and
ask how umany cels we night cxpect to cateh older thon 26, or
28, and so on, Naturally, the certointy of such predictions
sets smaller the further we go frou our actual ncasureuents,
but I would bLe quite confident that we can arrive at 2 quite
pnecningful estinate at least up to the age of 28, lic can sce
that the percentage of ecls above this age is about 0,02, or
two cels in every ten tlhiousand we catch.

lell, I have heard Club uenbers tolk about special
wabers which contain ancient ccls of over 30 years old. [
Lave heard people say that what they arc after ig on extreacly
old fisli that will dcubtless weigh up into double fipures. MMy
advice is "Forpet it!" The evidence says thot tlis is sinply
not on. Unless, of course you are preparcc to sit down o
catel uany thousand ecls on the off chonce. ie hove all hecrd
of that Irislh cel of (I tvhink) 111b which was supposedly Al
vears old. This sort of thing ey well happen in Ireland - a
1ot of odd things happen there - but it is nov likely to occur
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in the nore scdate waters of Enzland!

If it's very bip cecls that you are after, therefore,
it's no pood lecking for the oGd ancicent ecl. What we necd
is a wabter where ecls grow exceptionally fast, so that an
eel ¢f (say) 20 stands a good chance of beiny a speciliien.

From our table, we can see that cbout 7% of our cels, or
about onc in fifteen rcach the age of twenty. The odds are
sti1ill long, but not ilupessibly so.

Let us now turn from prediction to differences
betwecn different types of weter. More specifically, let o
us look at & faumiliar hobby--horsc of iAnguilla Club uenbers
called the YPrison liater Theory'. according, to this thceorys
waters nay cxist wherc elvers can et in, but wature ccls -~
connot et out of. Thercfore, (the theory says), the nature
¢cls turn back frou silver to yellow, stort te feed again
cnd live to a great age, growing te an enoruous size in Ghe
process. lic have also seen that this cannot be wholly true
in that very o0ld cels are so rare as o not be worth the
cffort as an angling proposition. Vhat I want to consider,
hiowever, is not the extreues of this theory, but the ore
seneral idea that a restricted outlet uay delay the nigration
of cels by one or two yeors, so that ecls in this type of
wobter Loy be just o bit ¢lder on the average, than in other
woeters with o definive outletb.

In other words, if there is anything at all in
this tlicory, then ccls fron class 2.2 woaters (with no
outlet) should be older than ecls from 2.1 waters (with =
definite cutlet). Therefore, I have plotted age
distributions for these two water types in Fig. 55 rivers
arc also included for counparison.

Ipnoring rivers for a wouent, we cun sec thot the
average cpre of evls fron 2.1 wabters is 11.6 yeors, whereas
frou 2.2 waters, the average age is 1403 years. Further,
using the nothenctics of the norual distribution, we can
say thot this differcnce is very highly sigmnificant indeed;
the probobility of acheiving so Lig o differcnce ucrely by
chance arc many thousand to onc against. So, on the face
of it, cur prison wober theory moy Lave scuething in it -
ot least in o watered down fori,

Before we accept bthis as pospel, however, therc is
just one thing we ought to check. Our sauplcs of otoliths
have not been taken on o strictly scientific Lasis, but )
frou waters thoet our weubers lLappen to enjoy fishing. It is
possible, therefore, that our sauple from 2.1 woters uight
be biasced Ly having o very large nuuber of otolithe fron
one or two waters with an exceptionally youns population
of cels, while cur 2.2 sauiple uight be biased by one or
nore waters eontaining excepuvionally cld cels. So let us
look at the facts.

For lolkes with en outflcw, cur sacple of otoliths
cane frou 14 waters giving o prand total of 205 readings.
The largest single scuple cemce from Castle Howard with 45
scts of oteliths (22%), whilc Bubtler's with 38 and Roswell
with 35 also contributcd rclotively large proportions of
the total. DNone of the obther 11 wabers represent nore than
10% each of the total, so any bias frou an cxceptional water
is likely to cone fron the first thrce. DNow, the average
age of celsg in the Castle Howard sanple is 15.4 years, the
average age fronr Roswell is 13.4 years, while that frou
Butler's is 11.2 years. So froii our Ghrec waters wherc bias
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uight be expected, no less than two have an average ase above
thot of the grond total, whilc Butlers, wibh wn avera e ape
of 11.2 is cunly sliglitly below the grand average. In fact,

if we book the Butlere souple awey clbopcether, we would raise
the averase ape to only 11.75 yeors (from 11.65). Thus, there
ig no evidenee that the surprisingly low average age for 2.1
waters is caused by the presence of o large nwiber of otoliths
frou one or two freak woaters. 4t the present tine, we should
regard it as a genuine resultb.

Turning to lekes with no outflow, no lcss than 26
wabers contributed to our swuple of 21% otolithis. Unlike the
2.1 waters, Lowever, nc single waters stand cut o8 contributing

a relatively high proporticn of the total; the largest sciple
(25 from Ienhouses) is not uuch more than 10% of the total.
is for 2.1 waters, therc is not nuch chance of our result being
biased. -

Thus, we must conclude (on present evidence) that
the ecls we coabeh from 2.2 waters arc neerly threc years older
than those froun 2.1 waters on overozc. The most likely
explanaticn for this ie o wodificd version of the Prison water
theory. Clearly, this difference in ape uay explain the fact
that we sceii to cateh bipger cels frown 2.2 waters thoen frou
2.1 waters - if the eels are clder, they are aliost bound o
be bigger. You will notice theat this is on cintirely new ided.
Up t1ll now, we hoeve tended to cxploin the differcnce botween
the two types of lake in terms of a rather vaguc notion that
there will be rathor fewer ccls in 2.2 wabers; these cels
will not coupete so wuch for food or living space, and S0
will grow faster. I hove always doubted whether nany of our
lalkes conbain so nany ecls that coupetition between then is
en iuportant factor (indeed, mest of cur lokes scoul to contain
far too few cels!) and it is gratifying o coue up with onother
pessible explanation.

Tet us now turn frowthe age of cels in lokes to
their age in rivers. On cur modified prison woter thoory,
we Loy reasonably expect ecls frou rivers o be Gho voun;est
proup, since there can be no possible obhstructions o
nigration as scon as the fish naturc. Bub lock at Fic. 5.
e Find thot the reversc scous to be truce; our sauaple of
river cels has an average oge of 15,00 years and is thus B
older than either class of lake!

hs befure, we must cnquire whether the sauple is
biased before ceepting it as a genuine result for river cels.
And in tuis case, I beleive there is o vory strong chance
that our sauple is quite strenjly birscd towards old fish.
Looking at our otolith cclleetion fer river ecls, we find chat
proctically all of thew cwiie frouir just two waters, the Great
Ousc ond the Yorkshirce Ousc. Now, I lmow for a fact that
clioet every fish frow the Great Ouse was Galen on deod=bait -
o avoid being plagued by bootlaces on less scvleetive baitse
So, whercas wost waters have been fished cn both wori and
dead-bait, the Great Ouse Las only been fished on onej; this
has aloadt. certainiy. rosulted in catches bhiascd nore strongcly
towards bisser (and therefore older) eels. Much the saue
arcunent applics to the Yorkshire Ouse, wherc fishing with
worn is courting disaster frou vest packs of tiny nings.
The only time that worn has been uscd cn this river is to
cateh silver ccels cbove the weirs - and thesc arc the oldest
cels in the river by definition.
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So I would hesitate to accept our result for river
cols until we hove dota frow other woters fished in o sindlco
way to lakes. Alternately, we could look ot tle ages of fish
couclt frou lakus on dead bait only; unfortunately, thero is
no way of doing tlis yct because the bait uscd te catch the
fish is not part of the records scheue, bubt it nay be possible
te cross check our records at o later date.

So for, we have been lcoking at factors couiion to
groups of waters. To.end this piece, thereforc, I would like
o turn to the oppusite cxtrene, and consider the age of ecls
in individual waters. Looldns throush the records, we find
that the najority of watcers with 10 or uorc otolith pairs
show nuch the scue distribution as the avercse for that water
class, with o cluster of ecls arcund the average, and incrcasingly
fewer cels the further one goes froin the necn. Bub there arc
cne or two laked wlhere the age distribubion is strilkingly
different. Perhops Elvington pend - a suall Yorkshire pid.
which has prcduced quite o number of exceptionally larye cels
and which coiies very hizh on cur list of good waters.

Twelve scete of otolithes have been collected froun
Elvington, snd the age distributicn is plotted in Fige 6.
In fact, sone of these fish werc cauglht in 1670 whilc others
were taoken in 15713 for the purpose of this section, thcrefore,
one year has been added to the age of the 1670 fish to bring
then up to what would hove becen their age in 1€71. The reason
for doing this will (I hope) becoue clear bLelows

As you will sec from the graph, the ecls frou Elvington
had an average .age of nearly 16 years -~ aluost five years nore
than the grond average for 2.2 wabers in general. In foct,
because otolith reading is only accurate o about two yoors
either way, for fish over about 15 years old, no less Than nine
of our twelve fish could bo the scie age; l.e. 19 years old
in 1971,

Vhat is the explanction for this? Since we only
had twelve otoliths —~ mather o suall sanple - the first thing
6 Ao is to ask whether it - could be a chonce effect arising
frou the inadequocy of tle date. But, by applying the
statistics of the Noriel distribution agein, we find thoe
probability of s¢ big o differencu crising, by chance is
extrencly suall, uony thousand te one ageinst, so unce opain
we rust ccnclude that this is likely to bLe @ ;enuinc rosult.

t
O

Porhaps, bhen, Elvington is a classic "Prison ater.

T don't belicve this for two reasons. Firstly, having fishcd
the place, I con say witl confidonce that there is nothing to
gtop the ecls getting out; the bonks arc not stecep, there 1s

srossland ell eround, and ditelics with webter arce to be found
within an hundeed yords or so cf the pit. On o cop night,
silver ecls could cscape with cose. SHecondly, o priscn water
ig suppesed to let cels in, but stop then sobting, cut. If
this is so, where crc the suall (youny;) ecls of Elvingbon?

Ve connot, I tlink, disniss this cs o result of very selecctive
angling; worw hos Decen used, without nuch rcsult, ond the
Aead baits uscd could have been taken by much snaller cels
than those actually caugphte

To 1y mind (ond this is copinicn cnly), unost provbable
explonation is that Elvington is a watoer thot is cxcepbtionally
difficult for elvers to rcach. Thus, an influx of young cels
nay only occur in occasgsicnal cepeciclly faveourcble goagons A
such as periocds of Leavy flouding, for cxaiaple*. DNow, looking
ot our Blvington eels, we find Ghe Lajoerity had spent about 19
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years in freshwater by the suuiicr of 1971. In other words,
they uust have entered freshwoter around 1952 ~ just the tine
of the uost severe Last cocst floods for centurics!

Of ccurse, such a correlation may be no nore than
coincidence., I suspect it may not be, however, and sugest
that this exauple illustrates another way in which otolith
reading con help us understond cur fishing results. In v
Elvington, I suggest, we have tho lingering reimants of a .
once large populaticn which entercd during the freak floods
of the early fiftics. Most have now natured and left, or k
died, but o few rcuein. ind because ¢f their relatively
advanced yeors, these cels are nostly of a pretty fair
sizc,

’

To conclude, then, I think it will be clear by now
that just a siuplec study of the age of cels can teoch us a
groat deal.  Uhen we add in information on growth rate in
the next erticle, I fecel sure thot we will have nade a groat
step forward in our understanding of ecls; o gain that can
only rcesult in furthcer ioproveument in cur fishing results.
I would cuphasisce once again that the real donkey work in
all this hes boen done by Geoffrey Swailes, anc thic Club is
greatly in his dcebt. after we have cxanincd all the prescnt
rcsults, we wust reconsider how to pursuc this scheue in the
future. AT this tine, I au Lkolding the present ctolith
collcetion, and weuld be pleascd to receive any new specinens
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that neubers ney have collected. I cennct, however,
to read thew at proescent, ot least until the rost of Ghic club's
analyticel work is cover.

In the ucantine, I expect several of you will have
questions to osk ubout the present article. I shall, of course
be dcliplibed to answer then, ocnd could probably do this best
by & piece in the next Bulletin - setting cut thce woest froequont
gucsticne and the wnswers to Gholi.

In the discussion cn Hlvingten, I have wode soiic

assuLiptions about the wdpgration of cels which noy not accord
witl the vicws of everyone. Boefeore I on boaubnrded with letters
on thig, thercfore, let we stobo wy Ghoujubs on this subject
Lcres

hAs Tor os wigration of clvers is cobcorrpd, I Liawe
never belicved that ““by oot into our more reuote lokes by
clanbering ut of uhc neorest scurce of flowing wober cnd tlhen
woncering sbout in the noonlizht on tiie rondon chonce of
dropping into a ovnd cr loke. Buch o process would bu Lishly
incfficient, s¢ uony clvers would surcly die cs te exteruinate
thi SPOCLUS! Liy blulL dcal terus, I find 1t lebuSlDlO to
belicvetbat such o wasbeful proccge could oxist in noaturc.
To et to any wobter (in wuy cpinicn) elvers wust follow goie
goert of wabter coursc. However, this water ceoursc ncod only
be winube - ne n.orce then o (Clp furrow - or it cculd be
UnGerEroulid

e )

Mic sone Gocs not cpply to the nigraticon of uaturc
silver cels bock to the sea. Here, the survival of the 'LCCiU'
Gepends on their cscoaping frow freshwater and headin bzck aown
river. Qhus it weculd Dhe orc yrullb\110 for the spocics ( ond
thorefore uere likely) for silver cels to weve cub of landlocked
V"turo cnd cost around for the noorcst diteh or wuber wvourse T

scape into. Sowe unay dic, but soie way et through (an col
cen live al;ost indefinitely in doip TS, cnd conn travel o
leng way throush it). l\lvulvﬂllJ it is betoer for thoe
gpecics thaet silver couls should “me s abteupt to cscenpe, cnd
perbaps dic in Lo atbteupt, vhon for thew not o try ot all,
if wn obvicus cutlet is locking.

J

Thus, in uy opinion, it is gquitc pessible Go find &
wobor which is difficult for olvers to punctrote, becousce
thoewe ig ne trail te follow. Bven 1f the wobor is only o fow
vords feooin o river or gtrewm.  ab the saic tiue, such waturs

J present no borricr to thie deparbture of ucturce silver cels
- tlhe few, Ghat is, which over pub in. Such w wobor udy ne
wlvingtoi.

(B PREDLTOR
By Brici: Crawford.

Stealthily e quictly, the dork roy forn slithcored throush the
g ft silty nuc.

Its gcinscs were fully alert.

Vibroticns felt couscd it to suddunly pousc.
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Perceiving o snall fish Lurt.

The old powerful cel uoved coautivusly on through the water
still and quict,.

Clcuds hid the stars oand noon.

With o stouach enpty for several long doys,

Its next wcal should couce quite socon.

SNAP, CRUNCH, a tiny life quickly cxpired in the stygean
glocl,

Still hungry, the cel swail o,

Ignoring the teste of stecl in its mouth,

Froedon would soen be gonc.

The sclitary onpgler was poticntly perched on the stony
bankside.

Iince begon stroouing off his reel,

Preporcd for o battle of strongth,

He licped te cateh a bip cel.

Swiftly and with great strength the rod ws lifted upwards
and back,

The predator felt the pain of the houok.

otrugsling, squirnding, thc bottlce begen,

L11 couticn and stealth forsook.

The ecl pulled and twisted in deadly cnguish ond extrene
fright.

The cngler recled hor in.

In the net the cnd of a battle,

The angler hoped e would wine

Hunter ocnd hunted, cne greatly clated, one deep in roeuorsc
lying still,

hAlone in the quiet nipht sconc,

Gazing with pride at his five pound prize,

The achicvewicent of his life's dreails

o —



