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IDITORIAL

DeaT coecong

I supposc that that's rather e gstrange wey to commence an issue of the
Bulletin, but thc truth is I've been so busy of latc that both my pcrsonal
letter writing a5 well as my commitments to the Anguilla Club have been
suffering - hence the somcvhat delayed appcarance of this, February's issue.
The popular belief has been that the reason for no Fulletin is the absence

of materiel, Thc truth of the matter is that I've got a wholc stack of
matcrial, only somc of which is reprinted here. My oppologics to those who
have taken the trouble to submit matcerial only to find that its been left out.

Tor the past six wecksy, I have been on winter walkabout., Hy travels have
taken me to the frozen wastcs of Cheshire to suffer the insults of onec
Ernest W Orme (not that I rcally mind Lrnic's insults, thecy hclp no to
recelisc how right AJS is whon he waxcs lyrical about Orme's qualities!).
io doubt, our Ernic will be full of fresh lies and inucndos about your's
truly when we gather at thce forthcoming SGM., ILies, I tell you, all lies.
Those photographs arc forgerics!

My wanderlust has olso taken me up to Yorkshire. I stayced with a pal of mine
in Leecds; and do you rcalisc that, decspitc the large number of members we
have in Yorkshire, couplcd with thce fact that a few years ago I almost moved
up to that part of the world, that was thc first time I have cver fished in
that county. Despite all the storice I've heard a2bout it being cold up
there, I quitc liked it (I caught a fow fish, which is more than I gencrally
do olsowhorc;’.)o I've also venturced west, and stayed for a few days with

Bob Pountney in an attcmpt to winkle a feow pike ocut of Cheddar rcs. The
rcsults were negative, but Bob's local licensed premises arc guite nice.

Add to these protracted stays, the bricf sojourn down to sce Terry Jefferson
& co, and you will sce that therc's not becen much time left for anything elsc.
It was decided, thercfore, that I'd have a swift sct to, typc out as much as
possible by this weekend, and then scnd it off to AJS for him to do his thing.
Tith at least some of the storc of matcrial compiled into an issuc, I can
then set about the March issue (which will contain the 1975 report). In all
probability, wc will still have sufficicent material on hand to make up the
April issuc. But pleasc don't lect that be a detcrrent if you have somcthing
to contribute. And once morc my oppologics to those of you who have scnt

in articles that do not appecar cither in this, or thec next issuc.

Several of the letters that accompany articles mention the fact that there is
very little response to Bulletin articless in fact, Alan Hawlkin's article,
"The Virtue of Being an All-roundcr", is, in Alan's own words, "hcrcsy". Both
the author and I hope it cvokes a rcsponsc.

It is pleasing to scece that Kevin Richmond's article — "The Day-lNight~Twilight
Controversy" — has lcd to somc responsc. So far, its onc for (AJS) and one
against (Tony Hollerbach) thc inclusion of Twilight on our session report
forms. I know Brian Crawford has somcthing to say on the matter and will
include same when he scends the 1975 report. However, as this looks like
being a major topic for discussion at the AGM this ycar and, whatcver decision
is taken therce will affect you, it may be a good idea to air your view before
then,

DAVID SMITH.
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MY EEL FISHING FOR I976 A.J.SUTTON.
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Foreword.

This article should, under more normal circumstances, be entitled
"My Season '75". However, so dismal was my '75 season that I had a change
of heart. Hence the present article.

We have, all of us, good cause at some time or other to sit back
and reflect on what has gone before. It is not just ' an old mans occupation',
and applies to us all. Of course, on reflection, you may well decide that
nothing need be changed. If so, that is 0.K., but sit back and count your
blessings, for you are fortunate indeed. In my own case the reverse is true.
The mediocrety of the results from my last two or three years of eel
fishing cries out aloud for some form of change. I know that my sport can,
and will, improve - but not without a helping hand from me and some little
effort on my part.

First of all, a look at what I have been doing, or I should say NOT
been doing. Like most of us I have become stereotyped in my ways. More
seriously, I have become stereotyped in my way of thinking. So much so,
that reason often goes by the board. I hope this article will show that I
am trying to fight back. To fight my way back to success. One is inclined to
think that it is all in ' the lap of the Gods', or that we have no control
over what animals - or fish - do. The first I would not know about although
I believe it to be a lame excuse. The second is true only up to a point.

We can, and do, bear an influence on many of the actions of eels. We may
have litile or no influence in the eels initial action, but ifs subsequent
actions may be wholly dependant on what we do or fail to dc.

Early in my eel fishing career I took great pains to remain gquiet
throughout the night. I planned my activities so there would be no un-
neccesary movement on my part. I avoided crunching about on gravel like
one would avoid the plague, and if neccesary would put down straw or other
material to avoid underfoot disturbance. Fishing entirely alone for the
most part, there was no temptation to dash about in the night looking for
the nearest member whose kettle was nearing the boil ! I attempted to stay
awake and alert and all the time THOUGHT about what I was doing. I could
hardly forsee that starting the National Anguilla Club would change all
that. But of course it did. It has become so enjoyable sharing members
tea talking through most of the night that each session has turned out to
be a social occasion and the actual fishing is secondary.

I must be honest and admit that my determination to put in more
effort and attempt to improve my returns is, to a certain extent, brought
about by the fact that I am now forty seven years of age and can thus see
the day when I will have to pack up night fishing. That day has not arrived
yet, but when it does I would like to de ablzs to look bhack on my last years
of eel fishing with an air of satisfaction.

To that end, as I have alrsady stated, I realise that a fair
amount of change and no small effort is callsd for on my part. I will be
looking very carefully, and with as cpen a mind as possible, at past
results. Uppermost in my mind will bte the fact tnat a method which worked
well for me in the past may, a2t the present time, de as dead as a dodo.
Other methods which showed some promise out which were for some reason or
other not given extensive trial, must be trizd again Care must be taken not
to attempt too many methods or ideas in a given period, and a certain
amount of prior planning is called for.At the same time, one must not be
so dogmatic as to refuse to change ones plans if such change is obviously
called for. Now, up to this point what have we 7.
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I/' I will attempt to fish (and think). more actively during the dark hours
and endeavour to leave sleeping and / or chinwagging to the daytime.

d/' I will be ready to change tackle and/or method if such change is
indicated by conditions or results.

3/' T will study past results carefully. At the same time I will select a
number of promising methods which I will give a good try during the season.

4/'Above all else I will try to keep an open mind, or to develope one, and
not be content with methods I have used in the past unless, of course, they
are still productive(which at present they most certainly are NOT E

Looking closely at point No I I forgee that I will not be selecting a
permanent pitch. In the recent past it has been pleasant to dump all ones
gear in a certain comfortable locking spot within easy reach of the car.

Up goes the brolly and the cover. The cooking utensils are arranged and

the bed-chair carefully made up. One then breathes a sigh and says "Ah well,
this is home for the next two or three days". One might as well add "Come
what may", for come what may is what usually happens and in most instances
turns out to be exactly nothing !

So T intend not getting bogged down with all manner of items most of
which will only be used in the daytime. This will mean that I remain rather
more mobile, and that mobility can be put to good use. The tackle trolley -
which has laid idle for so long now will come out again soon to be overhauled
and oiled ready for use.

T intend that my eel fishing will commence rather earlier this year,
mainly because it will give me a little grace to get things organised well
before the summer starts. Many of the ideas in mind for this year have been
gleaned from other members, but in some instances are the same or similer
to those ideas which, hitherto, I have failed to put to use.

An important item I intend fto modify is the bait. I have for a long
time now been using baits much larger than I used hitherto., Watching Brian
Crawford in action has convinced me that I must be prepared to use smaller
haits. Nor will I shun the humble lobworm. A glance at the Noteable Fish
list published in Anglers Mail on December 3Ist will show how useful the
worm can be. Of eighteen eels recorded of four and a half pounds or more,
only four were taken on fish baits All but one of the remaining fourteen
were taken on worm, as was the largest - an eel of eight pounds and seven
ounces taken by Nigel Frostwick and witnessed by myself and other members,

A1l this change will be something of an upheaval for me, but it will
added interest and an exciting fillip to something which was beginning to
stagnate a little. I will, of course, keep you informed as to the results
of such changes as I now intend.

Note from A.J.S.

Since the article was written it has come to my notice that we are able
to fish at night as from the start of next season a3 the Broxbourne Pits.

This, for those of us within easy reach of the venue, is very gocd news.
So, apart from the change in methods I envisage, there will also be the
excitement of fishing a water which is known to hold a head of big =els.

The tackle trolley mentioned above is now outdated, for I have a new one.
It is a lovely job, all parts being Chrome plated. It nas a very convenient
wire basket on four rotatable wheels like castors. Only one snag - Can any
member suggzest a way of getiting rid of the name on the trolley - TESCO !
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EARLSWOOD
By‘Bob Jackson,

Well, here's the low down on the water that made the headlines last year,
One way or another, Barlswood managed to get more than its fair share of
publicity. To begin with, I shall try and give a brief description and
history of the water.

Earlswood consists of three pools — these being Windmill, Engine House and
the Private Pool. They were constructed in the year 1800 as feeders to the
Birmingham/Stratford—on—Avon canal and are now what you may call well
cstablished lakes. The canal is almost sure to be the access for the eels
because it joins the Warwickshire Avon at Stratford, which, of course,
at Tewkesbury, joins the best eel funnel in the country - the Severn.

The only pool that Bob Croxall and I have fished so far is Windmill. When
the levels arc normal, the depths in Windmill are as shown on the attached
map. As can be seen, there are quite extensive areas of weed.

As well as the eels — which form our main interest — the fish population
consists of large shoals of bream, gocd qaulity roach, a few tench and perch,
and the odd carp. Pike are present and run into the "twenties”. The beds
of the posols consit of a gravel margin 40 - 50 yards wide, beyond which is
reasonably firm mnd, 12-13 ins thick, overlying the gravel bed. They really
do have all the conditions necessary for the development of large cels.

I+ should have been blantantly obvious to Bob and myself that here was the
place we should have directed all our efforts when we first started fishing
seriously for eels, but I think it wos a case of it being too close and we
could not see the wood for the trecs. I really only really found them on
the off chance when I was teaching my wife the finer points of "snottie
bashin'" one evening. I put out a dead-bait "just in case", and at about
9pm I was amazed to see the silver paper 1lift. The resulting strike
produced as cel of 2:8.

Following that we had about four or five early morning and evening sessions.
all they produced were a couple of abortive runs. We did not have any

21l night sessions that year becausc in those days (1973) we were law abiding
citizens and there is, supposedly, no night fishing at Earlswood. Come the
following year, however, and we wern't so law-abiding!

The first session was an after work til midnight session in mid June. At
23,30 Bob had a run, but the .ine parted on the strike, Within minutes

the line on his other rod went trickling out. This produced a fish of 3:4.
This was followed, some five minutes later, by both my indicators going at
the same time. The line was simply streaming out; but, alas, both baits
were dropped. Since then, nearly every one of these "streakers' that either
one of us has had has been dropped. The successful runs are either steady,
slow runs or twitchers.

During that July, gquite a number of 21b+ fish were caught including +two

of 41b. At the begginning of August it was as 1f someone had turned off the
eel-run switch, because, from the steady sport of mid June and July, August
through to mid-September was an absolute blank apart from three or four
streakers. Not very good when you consider that we were fishing two or
three all night sessions per week..

During the winter of 1974 we obtained permission to fish a couple of waters
in Birmingham that we knew contained big ecls. 350, we decided, marlswood
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would have to take a back seat. We had a couple of all night sessions in
mid June which resulted in my capture of a fish of 2:0, but from then

on we fished the two waters previously mentioned. By the third week in
August we had only three cels to show for a lot of effort.

In the meantime, John Sidley had becen getting Zarlswood a lot of unwanted
publicity with eels that a lot of people, including myself, disputed the
stated weight of. Never—-the-less, they were still good fish. He is well
known amongst the Birmingham big fish scene as an exaggerator of fish weights,
To quote one instance that I know to be true. This concerns a trio of pike
that were stated to weigh 11, 13 and 141bs. If the biggest went to 10lb,
that is as much as it was. The 28:4 pike he claimed to have caught at
Tarlswood recently was unwitnessed and there were no photographs. It was
reported in the Angling Press and it was said that he returned the fish to
the water because he didn't have a keepnet with him to keep the fish while
he waited for a camera to arrive. Believe me, John Sidley would have knocked
the fish on the head rather than return it without a photograph. That's the
gsort of person he is.

Having got that of my chest, I can get on with the story. During the last
weeck of August, Bob Croxall dccided to'have a night at Earlswood. I'ishing
in swim No 5, he had one abortive run at 23.00. Then at 03.15 the line
pealed of once more, this time to result in an eel of 5:6., The following
Saturdey night he fished it again with yours truly right alongside. In

fact, I fizhed the pitch where he had his 5:6 and he fished swim No 3.

That night there was an almighty thunderstorm. I had two text-book runs that
amounted to nothing. Bob had one run in which the silver paper jammed in
the but ring, but the strike conneccted with an ecel of 4:9%.

We get lots of luck at Earlswood: I get the bad variety whilst Bob gets the
good stuff. Honestly, if he fell into a sewage trough he'd get out smelling
of roses!

HWe fished a few more nights at Darlswood, the result being one fish of 2:8.
Mid September saw the last of our eeling for 1975, but in October, a pike
fisherman caught a very large eel on a live gudgeomn, free-lined in the
margins. The eel actually weighed 7:12 but it was rounded up to 81b by
Anglers Mail photographer Gordén Holland. Incidentally, it was caught in
the Engine House pool.

Anyone writing to me next summer should address tlheir letters c/o Larlswood
lakes, because I shall virtually be living there even though they are as
little as one mile from my home.

THIS ELUSIVE LEL
By Tony Hollerbach.

Tt seems that sometimes there are no replies to some very good talking
points that are raised in Bulletin articles. It must be very frustrating
for our Dditor to produce controversial articles and then have no reply.
Fair enough, some people may write directly to the author, but don't you
think it would be better to extend the debate to everyone via the Bulletin?
Having had the opportunity to sit down and read through some of the recent
Bulletins, I should like to throw eut a few questions of my own.
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Alan Hawkins wrote an article a while back entitled "Bel Sense" (Bull 12.3)
which described the eel's ability to smell. But how were all these experimemts
done? I mean, how can one tell if an eel is smelling or not? Their use of
smell was compared with our use of gight, and it can be as selective as our

eyes. But if we shut our eyes, we can shut out all sights. Can an eel also
shut out all smells?

Furthermore, can smells in the water be moved about by wind? TFor instance,
would it be profitable to fish into the wind or are we better off with it to
our backs. That may be an interesting experiment to try. IFrom this comes
the general question of does water turbulence caused by the wind have any
affest on our eel catching chances? '

I have mulled over this problem and, looking back over the past two seasons,

a definite pattern exists showing there to be an advantage in fishing in
windy conditions: three of my four biggest eels were taken in windy conditions
this srason and in the '74 season, my best fish was taken on a windy night.

In '74 I was mostly fishing the River Great Ouse, but 1975 saw me fishing
lakes., Significantly, on both lakes and rivers, windy conditions appear to

be best. Is this an isolated case, or do other people find the same thing?
If so, why?

Tagging was a topic that came to the fore in 1975. Both Brian Crawford
(Bull, 12.5) and Alan Hawkins (Bull. 12.8) wrote about it. One of the things
Alan suggests that we could find out by tagging is whether or not eels move
very far. In other words, do eels have definite territories. To take the
problem logically, by looking at the animal kingdom in general, the answer
would seem to be yes. But, do eels? Personally, I think so.

The evidence is as follows. Years ago, when my interest in eel fishing was
awakening, I fished in a brickpit called Kilpin pond, Nr Howden in L. Yorks.
Using fairly light tackle (not size 20 as Ivon suggested!) with an 8 hook,

I hooked an ecl of about two pounds. Unfortunately, my tackle wasn't up to
the beast and the eel broke off as I got it to shore by wrapping itself round
some barbed wire upon which it gashed itself quite badly about the gills.
However, wounded though it was, its getaway was quite swift. A few weeks
later a friend of mine caught an cel which he released, which had a gash near
its gills. Hec had been fishing in the same spot as I had. A week later a
tench fisherman caught an eel that was promptly killed, fishing in the same
spot. I saw the carcass and i1t had a partially healed gash near its gills.
Coincidence?

I have learned that my Ditchford eecl has been caught and killed by a pike
angler. The tag (NAC-075-008) was returned to me via a local tackle dealer.
It was, apparently, caught in the same swim as that which I took it from,
and had put on another 2oz.

The topic of groundbaiting was another debate that featured in volume 12,
This was probably the most popular debate, if contributions - four in all -
are anything to go by. Az a result, I am determined to try to find out the
effectiveness of groundbaiting. I should be very pleased to hear from any
other member who may wish to join me. We can then pool our results and
knowledge to build up & general picture for an "in depth" article later in
the year.

Having swung round to this season coming, there is another project that T
should like to undertake with other members' assistance and that iz to try
to build up a picture of eel teeth. This is really related to the use of
wire traces. ' Again, this was a topic aired in Volume 12 by Dave Holman
(Bull, 12.4) and Alan Hawkins (Bull, 12.6). Dave pointed out that cels from
certain waters had veritable fangs whilst others from differemt waters had
hardly any. Well, lets try to find out what makes eels toothy. If you're
interested, please drop me a line,
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Finally, there is the topic for discussion in Volume 13: the "Day-Night-Twilight
controversey". I have read Kevin Richmond's article (Bull 13.1) in which he
gives a good argument in favour of recording twilight on the Segsion Report
form. Obviously, Kevin and Dave Smith feel that this should form an important
part of the session report scheme. I, however, have my reservations and, as
such, have my reservations and, as such, am against.

Firstly, twilight cannot be clearly defined as such. With the variations in
the weather that we have, twilight drags on for guitec a while on some nights,
whiilst on others its dusk in no time, As we define dusk as being one hour
after sunsct, how do we define when day ends and dusk begins, and dusk ends
and night begins? Before we think of including this on the session report
form, we should define what twilight really is, as an inbetween for day and
night is not on. There would be too much vatiation even between anglers
fishing the same water on the same night.

Before we go any further, much discussion is required: for, as well as dusk,
there's the semi-light period before dawn. Isn't thot also twilight? And
what about thick cloud duting the day? Or a thunderstorm? For my own mind,
simple soul that I am, I would prefer to sce the "Twilight" controversey
left off our session report forms. Members all have the option to specify
twilight or not under comments,

Sorryy; Kevin and Dave, but I think we may all over-emphasise and confuse
ourselves with technical dato and start splitting hairs over really non-—-
esgential items. PFar better to confine ourselves to cels and the conservation
of same, But let's not stop here. Let's have some more views.

LOBUORMS
By Dave Holman.

Every angler uses worms at some time or another. They arc an excellent bait
for practically every species and yet, how often are wc getting the best from
our humble lobs? There is little point in ceollecting vast quantities of the
worms, using fifty or so, then throwing the rest away. So, in this article,
I hope to outline my own procedure for collecting, using and, most important
of all, storing this most vcrsatile of our baits,.

Collecting worms is a simple enough operation on the right nights but having
been gathered therc seems little point in stuffing the whole lot into a tin

and then wondering why they have degenerated into a smelly, slimy coagulate

by the weekend!

Some anglers build huge worm compounds to store them in. Then, having laboured
hard and long to make a store, they find that most of the inmates have
escaped or been drowmed in gallons of rainwater. What is needed for the job
is not a pen for several thousand worms, but big enough to accomodate enough
worms for two or three sessions, say 400, with the quantity it would be very
difficult to find a better store than a small household fridge. Your first
thought on reading this must be about the cxpence involved in buying one, or,
alternatively, the rows you are likely to have with the wife over the use of
the one in the kitchen. But, I have seen good second hand fridges for as
little as £5, and my own only cost £ and must have paid for itself several
times over, having stored many varieties of bait for long periods.



The temperature must be kept above freezing point and, preferably, around

40F. In thses conditions, worms will keep quite happy for guite some time.
Just how long depends on several factors, the most important of which is the
storage medium the worms are kept in. Mashed up paper is favourite with most
people and, indced, for many ycars I used its until, that is, I learned that
most fast drying printing inks are petroleum based. Also, the moisture content
of paper is critical: too mueh watcr and the worm's lifcless, too little and
they dehydrate. I wasn't very happy about thie use of either sacking or

cloth and eventually returned to that age old favourite: moss.

As soon as I tricd that lush grecen marsh type — Sphagnum - I recaligsed that this
definitely was the answer. It keeps well, stored in plastic bags it will kecp
for many months, and can be collected in largec ammounts. Moss has the
advantage of keeping worms in pcricct condition, rctains moisturc and toughens
the skin slightly, which is of greet advantage to the ccl fisherman. Tougher
worms cast far better than normal oncs but, morc important of all, they will
last up to five hours in the watcr bhefore drowning. So, should our cel angler
inadvertantly fall aslecp during the night, at leest the bait will remain in
good condition for some considerable time.

When collected, worms are best washed in cold water. This is casily donc with
a big floor seive under thc cold tap. Then sort out the rubbish and dead
worms by putting the lot into a container filled with moss. Next day, unload
them all on to a work top and sort into three scperate batchess

1. Broken or rough looking worms
2. Hormal wholec worms
3. (With opwologics to Dave Smith) Supecr—worms.

Thesc super worms are best kept apart from the normal lobs and given their
own spccial treatment, After all, on cach session, it is probable that only
20-30 worms will be uscd, so why not fish with the best available?

Put each batch into a containcr of fresh moss and pop into the fridge.

Taking them out of the cool and on to a scssion is the rcal danger timec. It
doesn't take much to ruin all your preparation and finish up with a hcap of
dehydrated lobs again, Instecad of the usual plastic tins, kcep the lobs in
a canvass bag or bucket. First soak the bag for a fow minutcs, shake out
the excess water, morc damp moss and then close up the top. This will kecp
worms happy and in top condition until requircd for duty.

If you arc fishing for scveral days, then it will pay to scperate them into
two halves, kceping the sparcs awvay from any hecat and, if possiblc, add a
frozun cooler ice-pack, well wrapped up in ncwspaper, to the bag.

So, having arrived at your chosen venuce with plenty of worms all cager 4o

do justicc to all your preparation, it is up to you to usc them. How you

uge them is up to yous I can only outlinc the tactics I cmploy. Firstly,

I forget the wire traces and thosc chunky type hooks of cnormous size. What
is neoeded is a compromisc petween a strong and & finc wire hook. Ccrtainly,
some of the hooks I've scen used arc an insult 0 an ccl's intelligencc.
Baiting also necds carcful thought to hide the hook as much a&s possible
without putting it into 2 worm's hecad, which quickly kills it. Usc a hook

to match the bait; normally, a sizc 8 is morc thon sufficient for singles and
with size 6 for multiples.

Although good worms will last up to five hours in water, it does pay to change
them periodically - say, overy two hours. Old worms can bec put back into

the bait container holding thc broken or damaged worms for futurc groundbaiting
or ag an emcrgency supply. The actlion of a fresh, wriggling worm will often
attract an eel to it, ecspecially when fishing over soft mud in which an ecl



is likely to be hiding.

The scent of a worm also has a part to play, so it may pay to be cautious
when baiting up by washing your hands first. Improving on natural scent
with pilchard oil or somecthing similar can be cffective, but pleasc do not
do it with a nccdle as this will kill the worm. A better metho 1is to place
into a container somc moss that has had a few drops of pilchard oil put on
it, Leave the worms in this for scveral hours until required by which time
the smell would have penctrated them.

Although I am decaling mainly with lobworms, it may pay you to scarch for other
types, cspecially thosc large white worms with pinky hcadw that often frequont
potato patches. This ig a rcal "supcr-worn" and cecl-catcher supremce Alas,
they arc often difficult to locatc.,

There arc times in summer when dry ground makes collccting worms cxtremely
difficult and it may be nccessary to water your laim before attempting a

raid. I have found that it is often better if you can cut the grass before
watering. Tor some reason unknown to me, this does scoem to make a difference
to the amount of worms veaturing out. Cultivating your owm lawn as & wOTmMCTy
is a good idca, cspecially if you lecave it us an cmergency arca wherc you can
go when other lawns arc too dry. Leaving off the grass box when mowing and

an occagsional small amount of limc will encouragc activity, but unfortunately
it doecsn't do the grass any goodl

My brothcr-in-law is no anglcr, but hc always has large numbers of lobs to
feed to his tropical fish. His collecting method is very gimple: two long
lengths of brass rod arc pushed well dom into the ground. Onc is connccted
to a live wire and the other to a ncutral wiros; both are plugged into the
mains. When the wwitch is thrown, worms apncar from ceverywherc. I doubt if
you will find this procedurc in thc currcnt rules of the Institute of
Elcctrical Engincers, but it works wecll cnough!

Certainly worms arc not thce casicst of baits to kcep in perfect shapc, but by
looking after them in the fashion outlined I always have o bait which T know

ijm first class. In my opinion, thc most clementary fact of any type of fishing
is to offer your quarry the very best evailable and in the end it usually

pays off.

THZ VIRTUER OF BEING AN ALL-ROUNDER

By Alan Hawkins.

There have becen rumours of latc that therc is a shortage of material for
publication. One way to remedy this is o introduce a notc of heresy, to
attack members' cherished prcjudices in the hope they will be stung into a
counter attock., In my expericnce, this has only been marginally successful
in the past. Perhaps the reason is that ftho hercsy was not blasphemous
cnough. Well, herc is a hecresy that should stir the hearts or all; rule 1
according to Hawkins goes:

"Many Anguilla Club members would catch morec, or bigger cels, if they did less
ccl fishing."

To justify this outragcous statement, I submit the following two propositionss



1. "Phe most succcssful cel anglers we know are also highly successful
at many other forms of angling."

It could be argued, thercforc, that:

o, WwPo be successful at ccl-fishing, onc should be & competant all-round
angler™

Does statcment 2 really follow from statement 1?7 Or is it simply that there
exists an clitc of talentcd anglers who succced at everything they doj cvery
now and then the elite has a go at ccl fishing and succeeds there tco. In
other words, arc good ccl anglers born gifted, or is their ability thec result
of cxperience and training? I belicve the latter and the rest of thig piecce
is dcvoted to cxplaining why.

Ecl fishing can bc a highly mechanical busincss and, t0 some anglers, undoubtedly
is. Comparcd to fishing for other speccics, the technigues available are
somowhat limitcd. You fish on the bottom, with a choice of two baits, cithcr
IB or worm. If therc is no currcnt and you don't want to cast far, you
frecline, otherwise you ledger. You usc tackle strong cnough to avoid the
need for skill in landing e fishj you avoid problems of knowing whon to strike
by leaving the run so long that the ecl is hooked ncer the anusj you avoid
problems of knowing when to fish and where, by blanket fishing as many
identical rods as possiblc, for as long as possibleg you get round problecms

of swim choice, and watcr choicc, by sctiing a programmc of go many scssions

at onc spot, followecd by so many at anothcr, ctc. You climinatc any nced

for concentration and skill in detccting bitcs by judicious usc of clectronics.

Tt is well within current tochnology to design a robot to do all thesc things.

30 where docs the human factor come in — the 1little bit of insight, scrrendipity
or plein hunch which scparatcs the men fron the boys? The rcason is rather
simple — it is cxtraordinarily difficult to build up usceful cxpericnce to

hcl»n solve individual cel fishing problems, beeause the quarry is clusive and
dircet obscrvation is impossible. Therc arc two answors o this. One is

the session report scheme, which, though admirable, has the unfortunate

tendcncy to strengthen the robot approach. (Thc report says night fishing is
best, so I fish at night; DB produces bigger cels than worm, so I usc DB.

What, alas, about swan musscl during the day?!)

The other approach is to usc the bchaviour of other fish as a pointer to

cel fishing. This is a perfectly rcasonable thing to do becausc ccls cat
almost anything. In other words, if you locatc a hot spot for other fish
there is a prectty good chance that it will be a hot spot for ccls aswell.

If a shoal of bream has its head down in a particular arca, or the tench or
carp scem to favour particular spots, you can be surc this is not accidental.
If you can locatc the precferrca foeding arcas of other bottom foeding fish,
and can rcad the wator to know how the feeding arcas change with different
conditions, you can go a long way towards solving the problem of cel location.

For cxample, the best spot I know on the River Loddon, which oncc prcduced
six cels between 2 & 3ﬁlbs in 1% hours, is also the spot where roach between
% & 1%1bs congregate after dark. The long distance cffect at Whitemcre is
duc to a particular wecdbed a certain distance off shore., Observations of
the water tells you it is a good area becausc of the signs of other fish
activity therc. On the Kennct, Barbel fishing on mild winter nights 1is
cxcellent sport, but fish arc not common: one CvVery other trip is doing well.
So how do you find the right spot? Simply by finding a swim where gudgceon,
dace and small chub are continually worrying the bait, You havc thercby
found an arca where fish feed, and the odds arc that when a barbcl decides
to feced also, it will sclect the same region.

To use other fish in this way, onc has to be better than average at catching



them. For an anglcr, this is the best possible way of learning quickly
about the habits of all typcs of fish in the waters visited.

A further point about recgularly fishing for other spccices is that one dovelops
an awarcncss of the overall statc of activity in the water at any given time.
It is my cxpericnce that ccls tond to fced at similar timces to other fish,
particularly bottom foeding spccies. Onc can often deduce that a night will
be good or bad for ccls by the intensity with which other fish are fccdings
for cxamplec, thc fcw nights (out of many) when Highbridge produced ccls

last ycar werc also nights when the wildy-carp were going berscerk aswell.

On such occessions, lobworms producc a carp run cvery fow nminutes. You stick
it out a) becausc the carp arc fun to catch in their own right and b) because
you know an ccl is likely to turn up sooncr or latcr,

Many of us can socnsc the perfect ccl night - when all the climatic conditions
scem right. Such nights do not always produce, and most such dissappointing
nights occur when there is little sign of anything moving. We can all
remember apparcntly good nights when the water, inexplicably, scecms quitc
dcad. Conversely, given o climatically favourable night and cvidence of a
varicty of coarsc fish fceding, the prospccts for catching cels arc ncarly
always good,

Hence, a carcful watch on the water, and a bait out for other fish can both
cnhance sport and also tell you whether to concentratc hard on eels, or to
pack up and gct somc kip.

The next point about developing an aal round ability is that it shapcs the
wits and is very definitely anti-robot. By handling a varicty of tackle
designed for fish as diversc as roach and conger ccls, overall compctance in
the usc of gear incrcascs. An awarcncss of the specialist rigs guitable for
other specics lcads to cxperimentation with rigs for ccls, Onc will,
inevitabley, try to adapt tacklc to conditions beccausc it is csscntial for
other typcs of fish, and onc gets accustomed to doing ao. The ability to
angle intclligently for any type of fish leads to a thinking and innovative
approach, and, ultimately, I belicve, to Anguilla gigantca.

Finally, thc point must be made that to catch other fish is refreshing and
pleasant. Given the right approach, most British spccics are a worthy quarry.
Many of us, I belicve, go a little stalec on cel fishing by mid-gcason. The
answer is very simple. Go and do somc other fishing as different as possible
- cg. stalking chub with floating crust. A changc, in this casec, is much
better than a rest, cspecially on my automatically collapsing bed-chair,
radio controlled by Sutton at a distance.

LFITERS TO THET EDITOR

Dear Editor and Fellow members,

As many of you arc awarc, I have becn having my sharc of a lifectime's

troubles lumped into a short period. To explain, my wife had a completc
mental breakdown last yecar and was taken into hospital. She was let out

for Christmas and is now back in again although she is improving stcadily.
However, she still has a long way to go. During this spell, I've had to

stay off work to be "mum' to our threce children. The only other bad thing

to happen to me is that my firm hes t0ld mc they no longer requirc my servicese
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So things can only now gect better — I think:

I should like to thank members who have helped and understood my problems,
cspecially the members who paid my subs and my two Santa Clauscs who camec with
Christmas tidings and gifts. I don't think they want their names mentioned,
but sufficec to say the River Thamcs is a long way from Rushden.

To all of you, many many thanks. Its fuany to think that in my situation
neighbours don't want to know, but pals you only sce half a dogcn times a
year rally round to help., It's going to be tough in the months ahecad, but
with fricnds like you all to hand who carc, my burdon is greatly cascd.

Thankyou all very much. What a good Club this is to foster such fricndship.
Again, thankyou
Tony Hollcrbach,

39, High Strecct,
Wymington, Rushden,
Horthants.

Decar KEditor,

T most heartily agrec with the sentiment you cxpress in the January Bulletin
under the heading "The Anguilla Club Bulletin Xmas Pocm Compectition.”

The rcsponse vas very poor. Unlike yoursclf, I fcel that members did have
P = ¢ g 9
time in which to sit down and writc — had they wanted to do sO. Pcrhaps the
time allowed was not as lengthy as we would normally wrish - but there was
[} J J
amplc tine after the announcement in the Newsletter for NMovember.

However, we did get somc cntrics and thosc we received have strengthenced my
view that our members can write intcresting and very witty poems. Maybe we
will Tun the same cxcercisce noxt Christmas, giving our mcmbers rather more
time to resnond, and from thc result judge whether or not this kind of thing
is worth the cffort.

T would likc to thank thosc wo did take part in the compectition. All entrics
were appreciated and thosc who did not recach the final should not be deterred
from futurc poctic effort — they were all good, if not quite what we askecd
ifeligl '

Hearty congratulations to Kevin Richmond for his admirable articlc on the
"Day-Night-Twilight Controversy" in thc January Bulletin. Kovin prescnts
his vicws in a factual manncr which is hard to ignorc, What a pity he
could not have donc so prior to our A.G.M. I sincercly hope that Kev will
not let the matter drop and that he will put the matter to our next A.G.M.
This timc he can count on my support at least,

Last, but not lcast, may I express my sincerc thanks to all thosc who wrote
or tclephoncd fcllowing my reccent bereavement. The kind word or two, and
the wonderful spray of Spring flowers "FROM THEZ LADS OF THE T.A.C." really
bucked me up. I've said it before and it bears repeating — THAT is what
scperates the ¥.A.C. from other groups. Thankyou all.

Arthur J.Sutton,
15, HWestoe Road,
London, N9 OSH





