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- EDITORIAL

It is strange that we are now beginning to think of ths new seasen and the
remainder of the coarse fishing frataernity is thinking of packing up. For
some of us the new season will begin a mere fourteen days following the end
of the official season. Yes, folka, my seamon gyats under way at Easier.

As has happensd with carp fishermen before us, the eel fisherman is becoming
an &all seagons fisherman. Not too long ago it was stated as gospel that esels
could not be caught in winter. I remember reading an articls by Fred Taylor
about the catchibility of summer fish in winter, and aven he was bold enough to
8ay that in his opinion the eel wea 2 true summer fish, The odd winter eel
that has tumed up in the past hea been looked upon with a certain amount of
suspicion and regarded as a fraak (but then aren't all eels freaks?). But
the Anguilla Clud has 4aken another firs%t step into the 1ittls known werld
of the esl, Thanks to the bravs activities of Hanry Hansen and Steve Hope

in the north, and Kevin Richmond in the south west - there are, no doubt,
others of whem I have not heard = we have shown that esels can be sought and
caught in winters admitted its been a mlld winter, but winter is winter ia it
not? No doubt, spurred on by their successaes in thia fleld, a few morse of us
will venture cut with the coming of next winter to catch a few eelsa.

I have, for some time, been convinced that the winter puts the angler off
angling much more than it puts the esel off feeding., Although the advent of
excessive ocld may put us off actual winter fishing, it is true to say that
most people now carry on much longer into the autumn and early winter - many
of our members are atill at 1t come late October.

The biggest prblem with winter eel fishing, as I see it, is the problem of
keeping warm - & clear night in August ocan be very cold if the wind is ocoming
from the wrong quarter, In fact, I believe the frost get through to Kevin
Richmond with some undesirable results - never mind, Kev, every cause needs

a martyz! In view of their greater experience in the field of winter eel
fishing, perhapas our winter experias could gzive us the benefit of their
knowledge in the form of 2 Bullatin erticle. Come on, lads, you know there
are no secrets in the Anguilla Clubl

Having ventured onio the subject of future Bulletina, that gives me the lead
into talking about thls issue. It's nice %o mee Alan Hawkins back in print
again. As a former Editor, one would think that he'd had snough of writing
articles, but it is to our good Zorfuns that he does not feel thai way and
has put pen to paper., Alan providea us with 4wo interesting pieces - one on
the senses of eels and ancther an the debate that has been raging in Anglers
Mail., In my humble copinlon, thz debate zhould have astarted in the Bulletin
since both nartisg are {o?’were 2t the time) members of thias Club.

It'a always nice to find new membera coniributing to the Bullstin and Tony -
Hollerbach, one of thz laies’ recruits, has provided us with no less thean three
articles whicia will, hopefully, reise 2 response, His ideas on groundbaiting
tie in with what Alan has Lo say on ssnsss. He alzc continues our series

"My meason® and comments on Steve Hope's Netting.

So, ait back and get reading., I hope thers's momething to satlsfy sveryone.
And remember, in a few weeks time - at Baster, in fact - yours itruly will be
out there after the eelas by the next issue, I may even have caught one,

DAVID SMITH.
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EEL SENSE
by Alan Hawkins.

AY

Surprisingly enough, the common eel ls the aubject of quite intensive
scisntific research. Much of tha work is of litile direct concern to

us, being occupied with details of phaysiology and metabolism, Butl

gsome of it desla with behaviour, tackling questions that wers largely
unresolved when Bertin prepared his classic book (1), and giving a fascinating
insight into a creature of such strangeness that science fiction writers

would do well %o study the esl ae a source of inspiration.

A lot of thia work is buried deep in obacure scientific Journals, not

easily obtained without specialimed iibrary facilltiies, I thought, thersfore,
that I would attempt to summarise the more interssting of the recant
regearch - at least, these btitas of it that T have encountared so far.

1% does not necassarily give us direct clues on how to improve our

anzling. But it may provide food for thought in the dead part of the

year and should also engender respect for a creaturs whose ways of
experiencing the world are completely alien +o0 human senses.

Let us begin with the point at which esls begin %o be of intarsst to
usj the tranaformation of the leptocephalus larva into an 2lvar and
subsequent migration from the sea into freshwatar. Az Bartin rightly eays,
this transformation begins well out to cea, befors the larvme cross tha
continental skelf around our ccas4s. The drifiing, leaf-shaped larvae
progressively change intc the cylindrical form of the freshwater eel,
becoming much more active, and losing up to 90% of their body weight
(most of this loss is water). According to Bertin, these elvaers show
several responses to “heir surrcundings. They respond te lizht by
ascending tc the surface at night, and retreating towards the bottom
during the day. They respond to freshwater, being attractad sowards
regiona where the sea is diluted by river outfalls, They respond to
solid objecta, develoving a terdency to bury themselves in the bottom
(the free-flcating larvae show no such trend). And, finally, they may
respond to temperature, making thelr river ascent when the difference
between sea and riwer temperaturss is at a minimum.

The attracticn towards freshwater was thought to be the means whereby
elvers find their way to river estuaries, although it was not at all

clear whether they were responding to changes in salinity, or to

nome chemical substance iniroduced by the freshwater ontfall, But

whatever the stimulua was, the elvers wers thought to starti swimning inshore
a8 soon as they came across it,

A few years after Bertin's book, however, a scientiat named Creutzberz
showed that the %ides had & crucial role %o play in thia proceas (2,3
He started off with trawl net experimente in ths Dutch Madden Sea

(an estuarine rsgion with a big elver run)., He compared catches made
at different depths, 3nd at different stages of the tide and he found
that on %he incoming fide the elvers moved up near the surface, but

on the outgoing tide the elvers dived to the bottom. Further, he

was able to demonstrata that the young eels wers not swimming actively
inahore a%t all, but were simply being drifted in by the incoming tide,
and clinginz to the bottom to prevent being washed back cut to sea on the
abb, He did this by comparing catcheas made first with the boat running



azaingt the tide, and then wiih the boat morving in the same direction as
the tide (thz boat moved at the same speed relative to the water in
each cage) If the elvers were swimming actively, he should have caught
more by trawling againat the tide; this was not so and hence he deduced
passive movement,

But, of course, this up and down movement in response to tide in not
enough in itself - othersise elvers would be washed ashore all round the
coast regardless of whether there was a river sstuary nearby or not.
This is where the freshwater stimulus comes in; only when freshwater is
senged do slvers behave in the up and down way. Again, 1t was Creutzberg
who made the vital discoveries. He constructed an aquarium in the shape
of a ring, and used a pump to push water round and round to imitate

a current. Starting with normal sea watar, he found that the elvers
dived to the bottom and clwg on as soon as he started to add freshwater
(so diluting the sea water and imitating an ebb tide near a river estuary).
But when he reversed the process, adding more sea water to make his
aquarium more salty, the elvers roee from ihe bottom to drift with the
current.

Hence, the elvers have a neat and eccnomical way of getting ashore in
the right place. They drift round the comst with the general ocean
currents until the influence of freshwater nearby is felt. They then
behave in such a way that the tidea carry them inshore to the right
place.

Now let us return to the question of what it im that the elvers recognise
about freshwater, Creutzburg found that his aquarium experiment only
worked when he used natural freshwater, taken direct from a lake or siresam,
Tap water, filterad and purified, was no good at all. So this rules out
changes of salini+y (salt-content) as being the cause, because any sort

of freshwater should work if this were true. Henoce the elvers are
responding to some chemical substance carried into the ses from the
freshwater outlet; a substance that is removed during normal filtration
processen,

No one knows what this attractant substance is. It may, indeed, be a whole
range of things. We must leave a gap 8till to be filled here, and move
on to the next stage where the elver has reached the river mouth and hasa
begun its struggle upstream. We know, from many records, that elvers
generally keep clome to the edge of the rivers, ascending every branch
(unless grossly polluted) and penetrating many of the still waters of
the river basin. But why? Why don't they all settle down in the lower
reaches? Or all preas on o the headwaters so that the inland waters

are crowded, and the lower reaches left empty? How do the elvera achieve
a reasonable distribution throughout all the different waterways making
up each river system?

The upstream urge, or rheotaxis as it is called, ia not enough to explain
thia by 1%tself, Recently, @ Capadian scientist named Miles (4) has found
a possible answer - at least for the American eel, which may or may not
be the same species as nurs. Like Creutzberg, Miles found that freshwater
contained a natural attractant for elvers; a chemical subatance that was
stable to heat, did not evaporate from the water, butl which could be
broken down by living organisms, But he also found that Tfreghwater
containing other elvers was less atfractive, whercas water containing
large (yellow) esels was more attractive., Thua, gziven a choice, elvers
would tend to disperse to reduce the acent of other elvers, but would be
positively attracted towards areas already supporting an sel populaticn,
Biologically, this makes excellent sense., By getting as far away as
possible from other elvers, each young sel obtains the maximum feeding
area for itself, And by moving *owards areas already supporting eels,
the elvers stand a better chance of finding a good place for eels to
1ive - otherwise the big eels would nct be thers! '



This work by Miles (4) may *hus explain how eels diptribute themselves
through our waterways. Takon together, the general upstrsam movement,
repulsion between elvers, and atiraction towards hlg =sels make an
efficient mechanism for obiaining an optimum diatribtution. Once agaln,
the elvers do i% all by smell; indeed, the ealis world is very largely
one of smell (aee later). Mind you, the same thing has yet %o be shcwn
for our Buropean eel, and thers may yet be further subtle mechanisms
at work of which we ars yet ignorant.

Speaking personally, I am sufficlently convinced by this work to try and
put it to practicel use, Last Summer, eels of 1 =« 3 1bs have quietly
been introduced into many of the brand new gravel pita which keep
springing up around my home. Hod many, no mors than hal? a deozen to
each pit (I don't catch that many eelsl). But I am hoping that nature
will now take over, and that the presence of ‘these bigaer eels will
attract a run o slwvers from the nearby rivers next Spring. It may work,
and it is tne best I can do, I% 1s an experiment we may all take part

in - though we would be best advised %o atick io new waters; old waters
wlthout eels may be just unsuitable, or too far from an ealver run, otherwise
the vels would have found them by nowe.

Bunning through this article so far haa been the importance of smell

to an eei. So how good 13 an =al 2% amelling things? The anawer, 1t
appears, i3 quite astenishing, if the Flgures of Teichman (5) can be
belisved, He found that yocung eals could detect gimpie organic, ghemicals
at concentrations aa low as one par%: in a billion million (107 '#); about
equivalent to half a teaspoonful in a laks 50 times the size of lake
Constance, (Lake Constance ia about 20 miles lenx by 5 miles wide). In
other words, theymew the substance was present when only 3 or 4 molecules
nad entered their olfactory rosette (smell organ),

Such sensitivity gives the eel the potential to detect practically
everything in ita environment by smell. For example, the scent of a
single lobworm mixed throughout the waters of lake Bala should be
obvious to every =zel in the water. Bu%, of course, the situation is
unlikely to be quite as simple as this.

Let us take a human aralogy. Cur chiel senae organs are our eyes (except
when eel fighing!). Now imagine yourself at the top of a tall building

4n the centre of t&n on a buay Saturday morning. The number of individual
things you can see is quite astronomical; the people in the sireets .
(or in their bedrooms if you are a voyeur), the trafflc, the weather, the
buildings, and so on, Sc much nformation, in fact, that it coul? quite
gagily swamp us cmmpletely uniesa we practiged selection, and concentrated.
on one or two items to the axclusion of cthers. An angler, therefore,
might look out of the window to see the state of ithe weather, and quite
overlook his neighbour's wifa being raped in the streat, or the houae
opposite burning down. 5o, too, must an eel practice aome form of selection
to avoid being swamped by all the scents it is potantially capable of
detecting.,

What this all means, I think, is that we arould be less concerned

about the quanti%y of scen% gziven oi'f by our baita - the meresy drop
should be enocugh, But we should spend more time thinking about the quality
of the smell; something that will attract the eel's attention amidet all
the other smells in its surroundings, and set it of f up the scent trail

4o the bait. There is, I think, considerable scope yet for experimentation
with different bait additives.



Also, I think, we should spend rather more time thinking about how the
acent disperses itself through the water. Members who fish slowly flowing,
rather uniform stretches or water will imow that it is often the
downstream Tod which cops.for all the spert. Whyj because like other fish
the eel works upstream in search of food and has such an efficlent

senge of smell 3hat i%t nearly always finds the firat balt along its

path. In & river, laying a scent trail is no problem, but in a lake

{t can be much mere difficult, In completely gtill water, smell moves

by diffusion - a very slow process, measured in inches per hour, Bul

a lake is never completely still, currents are set up by small temperature
differences, or by the wind. An obvious thing to do is %o try and work
out how thease currents flow in any lake we chooase 4o fish, and then place
the bait within such currenie 30 that the scent covers the maximum area.

For example, a few Bullatins ago I wrote a piece on gravel pit hot spots.
One thing the teaturss lis%ed all have in common i3 that they are

placea where turbulence and currente are likely to occcur in a large pits
the fact that they also produce e=ls is probably more than coincidence,
Then again, the famous 'Helliman Hot Spot! of Lake Bala was eventually
discovered to have a 3taady current tc the rizhti so much so that quite

a lot of lead was needed to keep tho bai% in place, Less productive spots
nearby had no such current.

Enough, then, of the sense of smell; perhaps we can now gonsider another
agpect of eel behavicuz = whether the fish has a definite sense of thome!,
*.W, Tesch did some irterasting r=lease e—neriments with tagged eels

6,7) using 1,057 fish altogether. In the 1 irst experiment he moved eels
from one esiuary to another some five miles away; of the eels subsequently
recaptuzed (12% and 3% in two axperimenta) sight out of ten had returned
to their original location. In other experiments involving distances

of up %o 4C milea, eels satill roturned 'home', though in these cases
rather few Fish were recapturad after release. Tesch also showed that

the sense of smell had 1ittle toc do with the homing process; he found

no difference batween eels with blocksd and unblocked noatrils, and

eels managed to find their way back from waters where the home water
scent could not possibly resach.

On the face of it, Tesch's figures are not all that convincing; the number
of eela recaptured were rather small, More work needs to be deone to show
how good *his homing instine? really is., And in any case, aa anglers,

we ars not perhaps tco intereated in whether an el can recognise its

home watar., Of mora concern ia whether it recognises a particular spot
within the water, tha old 'ho% spot’ affair. Claarly there 1s scope

for much research here; with the new policy of returning eels, how

about an inguilla Club tagging project? We conld issue tags to all members,
and note *he number and location of each tag used on the appropriate
session rajor%. A few items in the Press sould get co-operation from other
anzlers (and also publicliy); properly run it mizht be a most interesting
project.

(I% could also tell A8 something about the actual numbers of eels in the
waters we Tiah, A s¥andard method for deing this ia by tazging and then
estimating the proporticn of tazged eels subsequently racapturad)

Finallv, the most bizzare aspect of =ll, Rusalan workers (8,49 ) have

discovered that young eels can orieniate themgelves in relation to the
earth's magnetic field! Their work suggestis they only use magnetism as
a last resort, in the absence of other stimuli, and that they may have
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a specific magnetism zense organ. Perhaps the most convincing part of
the Ruasian work waa the fact that these young (5 yr old) eels could

be induced to face different ways by moving powarful magnets around the
squaris.

If anyone can %hink of a gismillcant application of this for angling,
I should be pleasad to hesr about it.

I can also supply aice, plastic coated, bar negnets for anyone who
wants them; they sheuld fi% well cn abeut a size Four hook.
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CAUNIDDAIT - Cne anglex!s exparience

By Tony Hollerbach.

For some yszars now, 1 have deen angro3ged in sels and eel angling, and
for guite 2 whils I've been interentad tke use of groundbait deaigned for
catching, or should I say, attructing eels,
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At firat I used the conventional methods such as cloud groundbait, breadpaste
etc., but apart from wasting money it was hardly effective at all, except for
attracting bleak, gudgeon, small perch and dace: s0 I started to experiment.

My first succesaful groundbait was & smell tin of oat food (don't laugh), mixed
with breadcrumbs, HWithout & doubt, this attracted eels., Then came a mizture
of raw eggs, more cat food and bransy ageln moderately successfuls and thirdly,
I menaged to aoquire some fresh frozen blood {ughl) which, when mixed with the
other ingrsdients, proved to be the best eel attiractant of them all. Alas, a
shortage of easily obtainabls blood preventad full use of this groundbait last
season, .

Now oomes another point. To uss groundbait effactively you have to get it near,
or fairly oloae to, the hook bait. As I fish mosily in a Tiver - the Ouse -

it 48 difficult %o be spot on because of the current, so I ocame up with an

jdea similar to swim feedera. It i3 & asmall plastioc meah bag, like a bird
feeding bag ~ you know, those bags filled with nuts, e%c. This is filled with
the mixture end attached juat above the trace on a swivel to ihe main 1line.

The groundbdait iz slowly washed downatream by the surrent.

By using the filled bag in place of a lsad, I oan atill cast falr distances
and the rig is mors asnsitive thsn when a lead 13 used because the bait ia
almost freelined - once the groundbelt has dissolved away, there ia very 1ittle
welght and resiatance to a taking eel, However, the bait does drift a bit
pometimes, and I have found, once or twice, thai sels have aittacked the bag
and not the bait.

But what do other memhers think of thia? Good ox bad? I should like to know
other peoplesa' views,

INTZRESTING TOPICS
By Brian Crawford.,

On reading through our last few Bulletins, I realised there were several artiocles
that interested me. At least they deservs some comment (2 real liberty, you may
think), However, they did inspire me to taink.

Setting the hook, by Graham Bootk, NAC Bulletin, 11.3, page 41,

This I found particularly intaresting as I suffsred thia same problsm all the
last season on my local pita - vary denss weed, The weed, in faot, often
caused me to pull Por a break - which I did - with 201b line. I lost at lesast
one set of terminal tackla each szesaion, on avarags. 1 was using whole bleak
and spratta.

Part of the way through the gé;sun I changed %o 20l sisaks one to two inoches in
length. This helped to remedy ths situation. In fact, when I changed waters -~
in Auguet, I shatted to a chap who had landed several 419+ eelas from the new
water and he sald that he was most successful using roach heads, This ties in
with Graham'as theory concerning ths release of body flulds. This new water,
which I hope to feaituvre in a Bulletin artiele scon, has fantastic potential,
containing blg fish of most apecies, but, becauss of its dense weed and depths
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to 55 feet, it ia fished very little, I only managed eight seassions there last
season, but aim to really hammer it this secson. Members will be made very
wolcome if they wish to Joln me anytime.

As you oan guess, I will be using rcach or bleak or sprat heads all the time,
The weed just doea not allow for waiting for runa to develop. I hope to be
building two new rodw of abcut 1l# feet in length soon, to cope with pulling
eels. out of the weed, Incidently, the water is just ten minutes from my home,
mainly along & dual carriageway. I can park at the water's edge and there is
& pub and chip shop Just down the road., Write now to book your session!

Actually, his article deservee much more support than for the reason given above.
The important point is that with a quick atrike, the eel is usually hooked in
its mouth - a vital conaideration in the intereste of eel conservation. 1 aim
to return all my eels over 21b if possible., I certainly do not intend fishing
any weters out,

After discussing thias point with Alan Hawkins, he will be producing an article
on our growth rate gtudies from the ofcliths in stock, We have a great dollection
of these, many of whioh are not yet read. A% thias time; therefore, there ia no
need-to kill eels to obtain them. If a% some time in the future, we feel the
nead to continue, the implications can be disoussed. In fact, I hope it may be
the subjsct of further articles by membera. Obvisusly, if we cease killing eels,
unlegs unavoidable, we will also be ceasing tc study siomach contents and sexing.
Actually, with seven years'! information on these, much still to be analysed,

we may not be acheiving anything new by our e”forts. As the premier specimen
group, I feel we ought to be having a2 continuul turnover of investigations.

This will both holp 10 keep enthusiasm going and hslp to keep & perspective

of our objectives,

This. being the case, I know several membera are interested in stepping up
reporting of water tempersture and aif temperature & pressure. So far, we have
not analysed thesa for influence on eel catches in much detail for some time.
I would also like to include depth and distance from the bank. We may alao
consider several other items as will be revealed when the water questionairres
are analysed, ies. size of water, height above sea level, distance from the sea
and all the other questions asked. Obviously, thas more we have of these, the
more’ accurfte and informative will be the results, so I respectfully ask you
to make one out for every water you fish; even if only for one session. This
build up of dossiers on waters ias important., The information obtained oan be
matched againat eel catches from each watar,

Alsc on the topic of esl conservation, several members have already written
to me to indicate their keen atiitude to assiat in the project of eel tagging.
I hope to get some support when we discuss this a$ the SGM. If anyone has
ideag on this, or where to obtain suitable tags from alternatively, how to
make:&nd label our own, please let me lknow,

Whilst on the mubject of diacussions for the SGM, please iry to oonsider
vaters you consider suitable for Spring and Summer outings. I know Ernie Orme
would be more than pleased to mee us all agein back at Bala, indeed, I know
geveral of our members have alfeady indicated their intention of joining him
for the odd sesmion. If you have any idean on whers t0 go, please Inform
Arthur Sutton.

HowA?ar should we go, by Arthur Sutton, NAC Bullietin, 12,1.

This:was another that made me think - it brought back memories of beautirful
dreams being disturbed by the bugzaer sounding ofP; tripping over countless
wires and upsetiing all my tackles you Ynow the sort of thing. I, too,
oonsidered waya of overceming the problem: I even discussed the same idea of



NAC 3u:letin, 12.3 g

remote control with Geoff Swailes but decided it was too expensive, so I will
be intereated to mee Arthur'!s project and ita prics.

In an effort to simplify my own problems, I have now arranged my sensors in
pairs and have one set of wires running back to my buzzer unit. At one stage
I had a double self supporting buzzer unit complete with lights by the rods,

- but with a double wire running back to my brolley with an extension speaker plus
on/off switch. This enabled me to be "woke", turn off the buzzer, have only
one set off wires to negotiate outaide the brolley, but at the rods there was
a control box with a light still on to indicate which rod hed the bite,
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I am very pleased that severasl of our members and past members have had mentions
in the press lately. Dave Ball with his pike and carp, Arthur Smith and John
Harris with pike. Several others have also been in the news, I hope it just
{1llustrates the quality of our membership. John Watson has also been having a
few good days with pike.

For the benefit of ocur newer members, I would just like to mention the names
of some other well known ex-members of the NAC: Fred Wagstaffe, Bob Reynolds,
Bob Church, Jim Gibbinson, Trevor Housby and Rian Tingay - most of these are
well known in the fislds of carp, pike, trout and sea angling. Thers are, of
course, & good many more such quality anglers, but who never sought publicity.
The long serving members will ow 0Z those I refer to, There are one or itwo
others in the Ray Brown categofy, of Coventry Clrcus fame - now eel trapper.

I must admit, he contributed to the latest revolution in pike tactics in the
Chris (Apache) Binion class. At the very least, Ray showed that he was &
thinking angler - this he alsc demonstrated several times while an active club
member.

I believe this is what separates the NAC from ordinary Specimen Groupa. The
very fact that we specialise in a moat unusual fish - unique of course - 10 be
at all successful, we have to think about methods and tactice oconstantly.
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Therefore, gentlemen, prove me right. Let us see what you think, Don't be
shy.... Remember, the bull of most Bulletins is written by members of long
standing in the Club. A new appreach, & different view, may provide us with
a8 new concept in aims and achelvemonta,

One thing that amazes mm is the usuel toial lack of response t0 many of the
articles in the Bulletin. There ia the odd comuent from the Editor, or one

or two others, but in the main thers ia nothing. I% must be very disturbing for
the Editor to prepare Bulletina %time after time with asemingly intesresting
articles and heve no rvesponse at all, 1 often get an urge ic comment on an
artiole, even if it is only to write to the author of it. "Actually, it would

be better to send comments tc¢ ths Editor, even ir it 1s only one line agreeing
with a pariicular articla.

Come on, chaps, I am suse you all read the Bulletins and even look forward
4o their arrival. Perhaps you don't think you can write ap articls - have you
tried? Have you atiemptad to write to the Editor asoui any artiols outlining
your view? This is what the Bullsiin ls all about. Lat's have some aprguments
or counter-proposals.

I do know that all of you have something to may - you have demonatrated it
time and agein on Ciub ouiings and at lMeetings: especially after a few drinks,
can't shut you up sometimes! FPorhaps, if you havo a few baers then, got down
to wrliting to Dave.....

THZ BEL LINGIH ve WELGHT CONTROVERSY
By Alan Hawkina,

Introduction

There hes been sonsiderabls debate within the letters page of Anglers ¥ail over
the use of length-for-weight (L) to asseas the potential of eel waters,
Fasentially the debate boils down to this: members of the South Staffordahire
Speoimen Group (3.5.5.G.) believe that LW iz a valid and useful criterion,’
whereas I do not. Again, reducging the argument to its bare bones, my oase
against LW couprises:-

1. LW is highly variable and one would require a large numbar of eels to draw
& meaningful curva for any water.

2. There ara exceptiona to the rula "the fatter the baittsr”. The Grand Unlon
C Canal and Greystones lLake are exemples of outstanding eel waters whioch
produce long thin fiah,

3, LW is en abstraction from Yhe gquaniiiy of real interest, ie. weight alone.
The average angler would db far better to simply use the weight of the eels
caught as 2 direct and atraightforward guide to water quality. -

Desplte theme objections, the S.3,3.5. have persigted in thelr claims, and are
now offering their LW ocharts, *ogsther with their interpretation of them, free
to all interested anglera, PBeing an interesied angler, 1 was delighted to
receive one of their handouts the other day. The 3.3.5,0. are obviously keen
to spread their gospel, and I am sure they, too, will be delightad to see the
whole of their handout reprinted rsrbatim within the pages of this Bulletin.
Immediately following, therefora, is the 5.35,5.0. material; it forms the basis
for the following dimoussion and readers are raquested to study 1t.
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SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE

SPECIMEN GROUP

LENOTI! TOR WEIGHT SCALE

For some time now, we have besn working ou a lenoth for weiaht
scale Tor freshwater eels. This type of scale is available for
all other freshwater £ish bhut as far as is known no=-one has been
concernar with establishing a scale for ecels. > > et
& : i ; ;
are not SO easily comg hy - = ; ;
seskeTaTTeS Mo TU TS whiieh—were epacl oy R S RN MRS

X 3 x :

" e ’ ) N [

When plottinc a graph of length v weioht for all the eels that
we had previously measured and weighed, we found the points to
be very scattered and concluded that any scale we laid down
could be recardad as no moxe than a cuide for eels in average
condition. See ¢raph A

The next step taken was to join all points on the oraph of fish
cau¢ht frow the sane lake. (Sa2e craph r) To simplify matters we
uscd information from 3 waters onlv, AS expected this produced
3 very smooth curXves, each curve running fairly parrallel to the
others. It was concluded that the lenath/weight xatio varied
from one water to another and the actual value was dependant upon
the growth rate which was deternined by nany factors. These
could he the quality and quantity of focd available for instance
which is a reflection of the fertility of the water.

Another important factor could be the number of eels in the
water which could easily of fset the first factor mentioned as the
food mav be of high quality but not in sufficient quantity for a
larce number of eels to attain a ¢ood crowth rate. The following
facts reccrdinc waters A D and C mav help in the understanding of

the findinos.

ST7RE NF WATHER LARGE MENIUM SHALL
REASE COF / _
ERL ACCESSH VERY RASY. NOT TOQ RASY DIFFICULT

NUMIZIRS OF
iEL_S SUSPHOTEN VAST QUANTITIESE] A REASONAPLE QUANTITY ViRY F W
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SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE

SPECIMEN GROUP

NUMPER OF HRS. i 1 8’ 20
PER EEL CAUGHT

AVERAGE WEIGHT lioz 21b 41b doz
' 1

Tt would be unwise to draw firm conclusions from the limited data
available but it should he noted that the majority of the eels
caught in anv of the 3 waters fall into a weiabt rance band. The
hicher the averace weight the smaller the quantity of eels in the
water. Up utiatil now we have not mentioned the ace of the fish and
this is probahly the ©nly true way of determining growth potential
but as we are purely anolers and not bioclogists or scientists we
feel it is unneccessary to cut up every eel we catch and carry cut
microsconic insmection of the operculum to determine the ane of
the eels we are catchino, Lookino at the results in a purely
speculative manner we have made the followin~ conclusion.

Assuming that most eels spend a siwilar lenoth of tim> in fresh
water it is possible that in each water we caunht fish of a similar
ane rance. We fcel that if smaller cels (i.e. youncer ecls) were
in the waters we would have caucht them more easily than the big
ones. It is not unreasonable to suspect that the eels in water A
took th~ same amount of time to reach 21b as the omes in water C
took to reach 51b., The facts available certainly point to this
sort of difference in potential of growth. We now oive a length

. 4w ha AdamaAtn its Natential.

The lower the index the hlydeas oiie .o .

These are our initial conclusions but are subject to further
improvement as we proceed with our project next year,
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Discussion

The S.S.5.C. introductory lstter is fair enough, in all consciencej a
guarded statement that more duta are neaded before final conclusions

can be made. But the footnote is, to say the least of it, interesting.
Apparently, the lengthy table of figures which formed the basis of

the original article, which was used tc support a great castle of 2irborne
theory, and which, to any experienced esl angler was obvioualy wrong,

was drawn entirely from one individual's faulty MOMOTY «

Is it not irresponsible to publish unchecked figures when the precious
fishing time of innocent anglers is at staka?

Clearly, the S.S.S.G. have now corrected the faulty data published in
Anglers Mail on Nov. 6th, 1974. Their firat graph (A) is quite similar
to the Anguilla Club graphj remarkably so, in fact, when one considers
that the S.5.5.C. have only three waters to go on, whersas we now hava
nearly a hundred., Graph B, however, ig a differsnt kettle of fish, and
quite frankly I don't understand it at all. In the accompanying tea?
we are informed that "when plotiing a graph of length v. welghtessoos
we found the points to be very scattered......s8se graph A." Fair enough,
this is what one would expect. But the text then continues syaing that
by plotting each of the three waters individually they "produced three
very smooth curves."

™iig is a nonsense, for the following reason. On graph B the three
curves for the seperate watera scarcaly overlap at all, We are also
told that the upper and lower limit lines, reprasenting the range

of variation obmerved, are the same for each graph, Both graph A and
B contain data from the same three waters, It follows, therefore,
that the 1imit lines near the bottom of the graph muat nearly all be
derived from watar C, the limit lines in the middle must come mainly
from water B, and those at the top must be derived entirely from A,
since eels from water A do not overlap the others at all, So how can
the points for water A aimal<ansously produce considersable scatier
and yet give a smooth curve with no scatter? BEither there is scatter,
or thers is not!

Perhaps, then, the 5.5.5.G. curves on graph B are scme form of averags,
Perhaps they have sufficient data to average the langths of several
asls for each weight class. Unfortunately, this cannot be true either,-
A feature of any form of average is that it lios within the Tangs

of the observations (range, unless defined otherwise, means the
axtreme upper and lower limits of the measurements ). But the smooth
curve for water A actually crosses the line marked as showing the upper
1imit for the weight distribution! Something must be wrong here!l

The fact that the curves for the three waters om graph B do not overlap
1gads %0 the mos%t serious criticism of this work, It is quite unasound
to compare LW between the waters shown, because ona cannot compere like
with like, At best, all one could say is that the small eels of watexr
¢ are ihinner, proporiticnafely, than the big eels of water A, We cannot
rule out the pessidility that amall eels in A might be as thin as thoae
in Cj equally, it is poeaible that any big esls in C might be as fat as
those in A,

bax
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What graph B does show (if it shows anything at all) is that thers is
a substantial differencs in weisgh% of the eels caught from these three
waters. This much must have been cbvicus to the $5,5.5.G. all alengs it
would be entiraly reasonable %c say 'l prefer water A because the eels
I catch ars heavier.' So why flddls around with spuricus LW comparisons
when the obvious conclusion is staring ome in the face all the time?
This ia a good example of point 3 in my inireductory remarks.

Finally, the dimcussion &t the end of the pleca. It is a brave anglexr
who would generalise on data from just three waters and it is not
surprising that their conclusions do not accord with more broadly

based experience within the Anguilla Club. Anguilla Club records do not,
in fact, indicate that very slow watera neceesarily produce the biggest
eals; rate of catoh and size of fish caught ars essentially independant
of one another (Z), Data from otolith reading goes against the suggestion
that eels from waters with easy access tend to be the same age as those
from waters with difficult accsss, In fact, sels from accessibls waters
tend %o be younger - hencs, posaibly, explaining why they are also
smaller {1).

what, then, does this 35.3.5.G. package amount to? In my opinion, 1little
of valus, and something of herm, I doubl whether officials of the

Dept. of the Environment would be greatly impresaed wlth this as an
exampls of the specimen hmiing fratermity. Werse, though, 1s the
possibvility that keen anglers, not familiar with eel fishing, might

be led sadly astray by ihis, and wasie time fiahing %he wrong watlers,
The National Anguilla Cluh, and possibly the NASG also, should feel
rightly indignant that 111 informed and hastilyconsirued opinion

is bveing pamsed off am the last word In angling experiise,

Reforences

1, Haw%igs, A.P., and Swalles, G. (1973) Naticnal Anguilla Club Bulletin
10 (1) 17-27.

2, Hawkina, AP, (1973) Sational Anguilla Cludb Bullatin 10 (5) 68-77

aQY! voU WANT A NIT
Br Arthur 3Sution,

I was away from home, 3ttending a four day Conference on Angling, This
was & stTange path oF the couniTy to me and, to while away the time
between the ConPsrence asessions, I went window shopping around the local
town. Afior sampling much of the local hoatelry, I decided to see if I
could find a decont %sackle khop. Not one could I find, but on enquiry

I was told of a fizhing section of a large department store. I soon
found the sald ators and ontered, ssanching for ths display of brand
new and expensive rads. APier a couple of enguiriss I found the store
in the basement., I entered thmousgh glass swing doors bearing a mellowsd
advertisement for I.0.I. luron - the Wonder Line (or so it said),

My display of badges om my lapel was scanned by an alderly gent who
immadiately summoned an aasistant to deal with the permon he had been
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gserving end made a bee line for me,

© WA very good morning, sirg" sald the gent, giering intently at ny badges, "Can

I asgigt you?"

"Yes," I replied. "I =m leooking for & large, carp type, lanéing net." It was the
only item of tackle I could think ¢f. I hed brought some tackle along in the
hope of sampling the looel angling faecilitles, but bad forgotten my big net.
"35] You want & net," scid the gent. "We will find them on our other oounter."
" wYou have two couniers?"

"Yes," said the gent proudly. "We have ihe #inest and best stocked engling
department south of John Ot'Greats. Kindly walk this way."

I did try, but found it & little diffioult ae his legs formed an almost perfeot
ellipoe. We arrived &t ihe oiher counter, cver which was &8 large glass case,
wherein reposed & "Selmon, 37lbe. caught 1826" - or so the gold lettering
stated. Actually, it wes a ses trout and about 9%1lbs in weight. Further baok,
adorning the wall at the rear, was the most moth ezten egsortment of landing
nets and warped fremes I had ever leid eyees on.

"What kind of net, sir?" asked the gent.

"A medium carp nei," said I, whereupon the gent produced & net, description of
whioch defies me,

"Thattm a trout nei," I said

“But how did you know thct, sir?" asked the gent. I was on the point of saying
it was because the frome was bent to the shepe of a trout, but refrained from
delng so.

"Do you belong toc & club, sir?" he asked,
I replied: "Yes. The Netional Anguille Club."

Hesitation plus & look of bewllderment, ithen: tand do they mometimes go out
fishing, these Anguillac of youre?" A pause, theni“Among thelr many other well
known activities?"

I said that they did, very occessionally, venture cut fishing.

"Phose badges, sir," he ezid in admiration. "I sece that you sre & baliff.’
Rotten job that.”

"Hhat ie?"

"Why, being s baliff. Having to evict peapie.from their homes and taking awey
their furniture and televisions.™

"Dhere are worse jobs," I said, shrugging off his statement, "For instence, my
friend oastrates oamels for a living."

"Hets a qualified man, your friend?"

"Not at 211," I continued. "He was & window cleaner until a few monthe ago, &nd
now he travels around from zoo to zoo with his little beg containing two house
bricks,."

wiywo house brickas?" asked the gent, obviocusly mystified. "How dves he perform
that delioate operation with twe house bricke?”

T desoribed how my friend stood behind the omm*. with ite legs stretched wide
end, holding the bricks sbout twelve incher apart, brought them smartly together
with & crunck. )
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"Oh, my God," zaid the startled gent. "Doesn’t that hurs?
"ot if he keeps hia thumbe outeide,” T replied., The gzent coughed awkwardly.

I offered to buy & long pole with hookz a1l the way down it, on which hung a
variety of items, saying how it would meke 2 gond wesd rake,

YAny pilchard oil?" I aaskad.

A diligent searching among the many unmarked cardboard boxes on the shelvas,
then: "We have mome very geod reel oil, sir, A% the old price, to0.™

I hastily replisd that I particularly wanted pilchard 0il.

"Yea," came the conaidered raply, "I sbhould have knowm you were going asa fishing.
Henee the big nei.” I had o refrein from seying that I was no% going ses
#ishing and that the big net was for colilsesing buiterfiies.

Then Pollowad & perisd of idla chaster duriag whlich 1 sairad 1f there was any
s ey ud § iy 4 b I LoD R ) Uy ey R e e U i s e binm Ry Feg 1o
worshwhile flahing in the avea, Af%er A paris hinm ha raplleds
1T do noty floh myself, sir, bwet they 40 sy $ rt hag dropped off a
) i ? ¥

11%4le since the big seciliery openad up. 7Tou a2es, sir, the waiter la a 1i%tle

wurlky . )

Hfusier? On» shap, just outside of touwn, olalmed o bava strusk o1l while digging
in hias rear gzasden. nrned out £0 ba 2 gseepags Tom Sae slvend

-

"Jhat species of fizh does the river held?* I asked.

"Well, sir, my grandfathsr used to t8il of......" 1 ghapoaed hinm shori, saylng
thes the fiah of his grundfatharts dey were undcubtedly past thaelr beastd and
shat T was only intarsatad in She pressas time. He coniinued: "Thare was a
good sized codllng found dead %y the jatiy scue three yesrs back,css®

"Aye, and some dsad note aswall," ventured a passing aagintant.

"Well, sir, the loecal club doer hold n match on alternats Sundays,” hs continuad
after a stony silence, I later dlacovered that the local club, now only four
members strong, were, in 1974, etill flshing the 1535 Knockout Uompetition,

Yo7 since that %ime they had not had a resuld, 4Ll the sams, I did find their
list of membars guite impresaive, if somewhat small., Twe of theam wers local
Congervators, ons was the Head Fisheriss Of¥icer and tase fourth was the

area representatlvs of the Pure Rivers Socleiyl

S+1i11 in the shop, but anxious to leave, I saked: "Je you havs any anumber twe
piit shot?"

"Yep, sir. Indeed ysa. Which aize number two gplit ghet did you require?”

In desperation, I aeild: "The largest you have,”

-

is
Pem swan shot t5 2al? inch drilled bullsts! I pzdd fo
naking for the omit,

I gladly tock the offaered packnge which contalned a miovosllany of lead varying
i

"Phanicrou for rour custom, oir,'f came the Yoice, acw bealnd ma, "Do tall your
friandg, and pop in any time yoh raquirs a net.”
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MY S®ASON - 1974
By Tony Hollexbach.

Being a non member last season, I participated in none of the Club's activities,
but my experiences may be of interest to others,

The season started in April. I was close season fishing on the River Nene, ai
Wellingborough, with a size 2/0 hook as tha River Authority demands for close
gesson eel fishing. I was sat thers at peace with the world, minding my own
buainass, when along came an official looking chap of about sixty years of age,
who introduced himsel? amz = clubd balif?f,

"WHat the "1l are you doing?" he ankad, and I, fasling a bi% put out by bis
marmer, explained that I was fishing. Well, if you could bave seen hig facs...
Bright red it was, &nd glowing in %tha semi darkneas 2f dusk.

%] can smes you'rs b....,. Pishing, cheelky young bd....." he said, "Don't you lnow
its the ¢lose season,™

By now, my hackles were up, s¢ I retorted: "OF course, I lmow its the olose
asason, but I°'m not fishing Por fish, I'm Piabing For eels.” He looksd as i#
he was golng to have & Tiw,

"Mah iz Pish and 2eld 8T9 Deere.e eel3," he said, "and I'm going 1o have your
Desass nome and sddress. S¢ siop fishing snd glve 1t to me now,"

I too was getting madder and meddex.

"Look hers," I maid, vulling ocut the Nsne licence. "Iook here, 1% s2ys: 'Flehing
for eels is ellowed in the Nene aves providing that the hook gape is not lesa
than half an inch!',"

"Do it?" he aaid. "Let me see." With that he pulled i+ from my hand and peered
at it closely., "So it does say thai, but let's have a look at your hook, "

I reeled in to oblige, and he pounced on ithe heok, tearing off the four poor
lobworms., Then h» amazed me by whipping out o tape measure — which made me
think he had known all along - and meeasured the gape.

"Ugh, only Jjust. Anyway, don't lat me satsh you catohing anytbing elme, or
0l88....." and wiih that he sirutied of?¥, Needless to say, thal session wao &
complete Dlank.

Nothing else funny - like that, anyway - happened after that throughout the
geason,

The next incident I phould like 4o mention is the capture of my best ever eel

in July of last year. This happened on the River Oume at Aletace = my fawourlie
spot at that time, due io lasik of iranspori. During the sssgicns spent at thia
spot, I had oaugh®t 2 lot of ezly hetween twe and thrse and a half pounds, and
geven a carp »f seven and a hal? pounds and plenty of bream to five and a half,

I arrived ai the water at 21.0C hours, one hour before dusk, 3nd set up a baid
rod and caught scme baiis - mostly three inech blsak. I goi mysclf comforiabla
erected my umberalla, baited up and ocast zut.

Phe first run ceme a3t 23.00 and resulted in an eel of Z:7. Then followed &
long lull with me just hal?® awake. AL 22,00 I was wolien by the sound of my,
somewhat primitive, alarm. I siruck, vornsctad wiih sowmething, stood up and
promptly went down again: straight dowm the bank ints the water, which covered



NAC Bulletin, 12.3 40,

my wellington boots! I picked myeelf end the rod up and reeled in to find
nothing on the end.

1 then settled down we & cup of te& ¢y the hope thet there may be the "oup
of tee" bite, but no such Iuclk. Iater, I fell sesleep having had enother
two cups of tea end landed & breai snd enoiher eel of two pounds, 1 was
woken by e rettling sound, &t &boui 4.30 - just as davn was coming up.

On awsking, I found {het my buzzer hed pe..ced up and thet the rattling,
which was quite loud, wes being caused by the rod bouncing up end dowm in
the restms. The fich hed teken ebout iwenly verde of line., I etruck and
there then followed the most arm aching, line twenging battle I have ever
had which lasted fully fifteen minutee. Finally 1 lended my best ever eel.
A specimen of 5:4.

Needless to s&y, I lool forward tc many guch captures in the compeny of
the great bunch of comron aim chaps in tbe Nationel Anguille Club.

BRA LAV.E ~ PEPERBOROUGH
Ry Brian Cravwford,

The reason I am presenting this article on vwhet I hope will become my
second home this ceascn, it to indicate 2 few of the peculiarities of
this much neglected weter,

The funny thing is thet I was invited to Figh the water by the Beliff who
also prenented me willk 2 complinentery season ticlket for all the London
Erick pite. &4t first, I gurpected the worst &nd never bothered to fiseh

"hig" pit, bhut stuck to my deternined &im to fish Butlers. After 15 seseiong
et Butlers wiih little to show for them, I cecided to give this other pit

e try - very reluctantly as 1%t was an unknown pit e far as the Club wes
concerned.

My first secsion was in +the Tipst week of August 1974, Jjust before the
Bela trip. During this first pession, fiehing the gubmerged ridge, I bad
about & dozen rung, micsing most in the dense weed thet plagues all this
pit. However, I did 1end an eel of 21b pius, &nd another of the same
quality the next semsion.

Nothing remark&able, perhaps, but I spent some time chaetting 1o & few locel
1ads &nd a very interesting picture emerged. 1 changed my swim and found
e very productive one just as the season wee draving to & close. Not
before I hed contacted a lergs fish that strained my teckle to the limit -
end eventually past it. It was & struggle to bold it with my 31b test
curve rod, 366 reel and 201b line. 1 had on & twelve inch trace of the
Black Seal nylon covered wire to a size one gteinless steel hook, baited
with dead bleak. After managing to get it almost to the bank on two
occassions, all went slack: my line had been bitten through above the
swivel. Almost one hour later & esimilar fish wag on, only this time, the
result was & shed hook. I suspected pike possibly, as the water did
produce one of 31lb & ye&r OT BO &gU, and there are severel doubles caught
each se8sdn,
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Other fish witnessed are: bream to 101b, tench 7-81b, carp 20-~301lb, roach 2-31b,
chub 51b, perch 41b, rudd 31b, and eels to 5:12 (best landed in racent years).

In fact, Bra laks does seem to be the ideal specimen hunter's water., The baliff
is a very keen angler, and he and several of hias friends got together when a few
of the brick pits were fillad im, and netted out the better specimens, Other
local waters were tapped and creamed o7f. The result? Well, the list above is
certainly interesting. Thero have been some fantastic catches from this water
and & chat with the Baliff, Gerald Green, will work any of you up, and its all
true.

There are one or two snaga o the water though -~ literally. The water ims about
sixty years o0ld and like all local brick pits is 2 veritable jungle of thick
bottom weed, It im easy enough to get bites, but few fish are landed, particulaly
eels and tench. However, one or two swime ars oroductive and a forty pound beg
of bream and tench to five pound iz not exceptional, The point is that with =21l
the rivers locally., the Nene, Weliland and all the drains, most local anglers are
matchmen. The only other bodiss one sees at this pit are the odd one or two
other night anglers after the blg bream and tench and, occassicnally a few
teenagers.

It is a very difficult water to fisia and requires the strongest of tackle. I
need not tell you that I hope to put in quite a bit of time thers., It takes me
about ten minutes from my home to get ither2 so it is quite handy. Baits are

very hard to catch there, but they are present in large numbers. However, with
the Nene - bursting with bleak - almse ten mizutes away, thai's no problem, I
have already begun %0 build up a stcek of baita in ay fridge. ind, as I have
said before, I agree with the approsch suggestad by Graham Poeoth for waedy watars,
and will use sections of ©ish and instant striks rigs. This, o course, shculd
lead to my being able to return many of the eels I satcih, Parhaps this year I
will be able to overcome the BRA -~ Brian's Record Anguilla

Any other members of the Club are, &g always, welcome to join me in a sesaion

or two. It gets a bit lonely on one's own at & water all the time. Dilck Barrstt
has indicated thet he will be joining me for a few sessionz aa he has no decent
waters near him. o, perhaps we mlight ase’ on the Tank,

LITTHERS IO THEZ EDITCR

Dear Tditor,

Concerning AJ3! transmitter type bite alarm - How far should we go, Bull. 12.1.
I have contemplated this type of system myself for a long whilz, but it seems to
have one serious disadvantagig the receiver must be laoft on permanently in the
hope that the detector unit may trensmit at some stage during the proceedings
This may be tolerable on an activs night, but it mizht be just the last siraw
on the more customary blank, Not only have yci caught no eels, but you have

a flat battery to replace as weli. Datizries ore not cheap these daysj in fact,
they are dewnright expensive.

Haa Arthur any way round thia problam?

Yours,
Alan Hawkins,
Winnersh, BERKS.
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BEL TRAPPTNG AMD CONSERVATIOW
By Tony Hollerbach.

Having read Steve Hope's article on netting I have been prompted to contribute
to this subject. MFirst and foremost, let me stress that we, the Naticnal
Anguilla Club, must, as a group, do something to stop the menace of trapping.
Not only does trapping take eels out of the water for good, but it also upseta
the balance of nature in our pondas and rivers, We are, of course, all aware
of thig, but it does not hurt %o remind ourselves now and then.

To start with, I have naver me% an eel trapper or found any nst belonging to
same, bui I havs, on thrse occassiona, in this area (Northanta) alons, come
acrosa & pimilar, but different, kind o7 menacs %o the netasman: the "night-
liner"., This fellow has a rig made up as follows: thin cord or 30 to 401b
breided mea line., A%ttached te tialz are some 20 or 30 hooks s9% some twelve
inches apart. Ths hcoks ars baiiaed up and the whels thing tied aecurely to
8 tree on the bank and strung aorcas the river.

I found one of these lines sirung acrvss the River Ouse 30 which were attached
27 hocks. Or thege hooks were seveon eela, some perch and bream. They were all
in a terribls condition; indsed, two of the sels had googed %he hooks - they
wers 211 trebles — right down and wors udly ripped and bleeding and had to

be killad. A brsam weas alrvsady dead. The rest of the fish wera relsaaed from
the treble hooks, and swam off in a pitiful aicte,

Since that chance finding I now alwzys, when on an cel session, walk up the
bank 1aoking to sae if I oan find more of these things. So far I havs found
two more of these partisularly viclous set upas., I bave never caught a
"Nightliner” in parson, although I would dearly love to.

I have an idea for tracing and clobbering these fellows. It 13 that each
member should engulrs and look around in his cwn area and send any information
to a central point, eg. our Ssoratary or Chairman, Oncs we have the evidence,
we, as a Club, can get stuck in to do something to stop the menacs, Apart from
that, all members should taks a good look aboui whan on an »al trip to see if
there are any of these insidious devices - Prom experience I can 421l you.

that they ars usually very wsll hidden - 2nd put them out of action.

Now on %0 gomething elae that may aseist in conservaticon and make the cels!
lot a little easisr., How doesz the idea of barblass hooka appeal to you?
They do work and they are much more humene., Let me sxplain,

You cannot always preveni the eel from swallowing tha tait fairly deeply and
it is gquite 2 job to try to resmove the heok wiithout damaging the poor taing.
My method is to Pile the berb almoat flat sc that the hook can be removed with
the minimu of fuss. Therse 1s not %co much danger of eels being loai* using
this type of hook., When playing an sel you cannot afford %o zive it any slack
line, can you? TYou know wha? happans, I am sure, if you do so. Anyway, the
eel seldom runs stralght at jou, but normally pulls sireight back all the timeg
80 theres is little danger of a barbiess heok Seing slipped.

As I said, this method works COK for me, and if others are willing to itxry it,
we willl find out 1f it is 2as good a hook 43 the normal barked hook. I'm 2ll
for anything that will meka poor Anguilla's lot batter,

This ides may have alrsady been auggesied by 8 member befors now, but if it
has not, here you ars. I should like %o know what people think,
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To oconclude this plecs on conservation - not only of sels, but ol Haturs as a
whole - I should liks 4o use a poem.

Will I4 Go Awsy

Concrete Jjungles, sioneas of wog,
Hhere did all the riverbanks go.
The conservationist - he lieas at rest.
Hs was alone - he did his beat.
The multitude of men they asaw
In their 4ssiructiomnr not a flaw.
The willow fronds and 'thz reeds,
Some are gone now - for the matchnman's needs?
Whon did i% happen? Was it you, o> was it me?
Wby did we ignore ths copmsrvationisia plsa?
I hear you 3ay; "It's not like thai.”
ook arcund my frisnd, 1%'3 not old hati
You'll ses the onhanges, though subtle they bej
They're not meant to be seen, ai the moment, by thaea,
But 1ook 2nd think, it's not quita the ond.
We must ehart to sot and nes pretend.
To Pight thewe men who walx in the dari,
ron destroying the ccuniry and park.
Mhe choloe izouris tc do or disg
Itts a tihing whers we can all act - or at least txy.
Dontt lzava it %00 long or 14'11l he too late
Tos savs our heritage from this avoidable fate,
And walk %ogether in hope that we can mand,
Or else hia poem's beginning will become ite end.

LNTERS TO THE BIGTOR

Dear Editer,

I am, or used to bz, a man of few worda., Se, pleass excuwe yeli another letfer
from the "Sech,

With reference to the Bullstin 12,1 (January 1975}, how delightful and satisfying
it was to see the Action our Chairman - 3rian Crawford -~ had taken in offaring
the Presidency of the Anguilla Club te onr ex Chairmen, Alan Hawkins. Alan has
puraely served the Clud wsll, Undoubiszdly so in his offise as Choirmen, tui no
less so as an ordinary angler secking largs sels. His influence 1s falt in
some way by us all, and the 2abillty to do so ia only ziven to —eally great men,
Dr. Alen Hawkins bhaa been sugcesaful in furthering ths work done earlier by

Dr. Tersnce Joulson and will, I trust, continus te givs us all the benafit of
his profound thinking., I offsr Alan my conzraiulations and add to them those
expressed to me, as Secretary, by several other asmbers,

Befors leaving the suzject, 1% wes good to see the way Brian acted aa Chalrman.
Who oen doubt that he #ill be. and Aalreacy iz, an axcellant successer to Alan.
One other subjesci, Mz, Editor, I have beesn aaked o make avallabls the

schematic drawing »f my bite alarm, sc Shet membsrs can carry oul any work
necessary. I know that mome msmbers have suffared from fractured sebles, and
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the drawing should asaist them should they wish to replace the cables.
Inoidentally, I would aoonar replace the cables 28 2 patter of course svery
year than suffer ihe inesonvenience of much larger cables which are, although of
longer 1ife, a damned nuisence at tines.

Congratulations are due %0 you, Mr., Rditor, for the renewed leame of life and
regular appearance of our Bulleatin. T

Yours sinoerely,
Arthur J Sution,
(General 3scratary)
15, Westoe Road,
London, N9 CSH

Plsase gee schematic diagram ovarleal,
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