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EDITORTAL, D.G.SMITH (by invitation)

Another eel fishing season slips to a close. I cannot, in all honesty, say that I am
disappointed for this has been my worst season ever. It has had its highspots, notably
in the re-establishment of my partnership with Arthur Sutton, and it is he, rather than
anything else that has kept me going through -the seemingly endless blanks. On reflection
we have had only ourselves to blame and we were sidetracked by tench to such an extent
that our choice of water was tending to rest on its potential for tench rather than eels

It is fair to say also that we were invited to fish a very prolific water - but as
that water had certain restrictions on night fishing and because quite a few members -
were already fishing it, we felt that it would be unwise to add to the burden on the
water and thereby possibly precipitate the Authorities to take punitive action. All the
same, lads, thankyou for the invitation,

Fortunately, the lack of a good summer meant that the tench were not as co-operative
later in the summer as they had been, which resulted initially in blanks and the return
to eel fishing, Our later months efforts were rewarded by a few decent eels.

But, all has not been wasted. Even as early as late July I began to get enthusiastic
about next year(by that time I hag already written off 1977 as a disaster). I have now
got things together and am mentally assured that 1978 will be the oconverse of 1977.

Even another doce of the lousy weather we have had this year will not deter me. There's
a darped sight more to eel fishing than chuck it and chance it ?

I should also like to take this oprortunity to thenk Kevin Richmond for his part in
k2eping up my morale. Before the season started we exchanged many letters with regard
to technique and approach. Zmploying more or less the same approach he succeeded where
I failed, But I have indulged in vicarions success, knowing that what I am doing is
right.

¥hat is left for me, then, betw2en now and April next year ? For a start, there are
other fishes swimning ahout that deserve to be caught ! Also, my tackle needs an
overhaul. Add {o that a couple of Anguilla Club General meetings and the NASG Angling
Conference and my timetable is full. Anguilla may be off the hook for now -
BUT THE GBICHT STONE ASSASIN IS BACK.
David Smith,

********************************************

Bditors note,

Many thanks, David, for filling the breach at a time when I had so little to say.
In any case, mine would have been such a doleful editorial for I am always in a doleful
mcod as eel fishing comes to yet enother close. This old'un may have a few seasons left,
but each succesuive one slips by that little bit quicker thun the rest. That's the one
thing I hate about Dave Smith - he's so YOUNG.

Toung or old, you will probably have noticed in this issue the absence of a heading
on each page, i.e, NAC Bulletin Vol x Fo x. By mutual agreement between your Secretary
and myself that such heading is not required on each page and will from this issue only
appear on the front cover and the heading for the list of contants.

I would likes fo ask you ALL to try your utmost to attend the forthcoming A.G.N.,
notice of which will possibly accompany this Bulletin. %We have a very full agenda, a
good meeting place and, not least, very gocd company. Such an appeal is not just to fill
up this page, but is a sincere appeal from me to you to help make our A.G.M. an even
more succezsful svent than it already is. "

Editor,
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ANOTHER LOOK AT WIEE TRACES. | Dave Holman,

I can hear it now,"Ye Gods, not Holman on wire traces AGAIN"

#ell this time I promise all and sundry that this is positively the last time I will
take a part in the great trace wire debate. :

In his recent piece(Bulletin 14.7.) Kelvin Hardman covered many aspects of our
branch of the gport. Briefly mentioned were - rods, lines, hooks and indeed striking a
run, All I wizh to reply to is this thorny question of the *wire’.

Firstly, let me say that I have little doubt that Marlinsteel is all it is cracked
up to be. I hope to aquire some for a few trials myself, Indeed, you may not be able to
gsee it if it is dropped on the ground(the assumption being that eels have similar
sight to our own) but I have yet to find a trace material, and doubt the existence of
one, which is as supple as even the springiest nylon. This is the problem, not that of
diameter, No one will ever get more runs using wire than when using nylon monofilament.
The question is, where does one make the choice - cutting down on the number of
hittable bites or, having connected with your eel, being certain of landing it.

Kelvin belicves that you should elways go for the wire, Perhaps if I fished the
same waters as he I would feel that way myself. Consider for the moment why this same
argument has caused so much debate over the years ~ pasaionately at times, BEach side
believing it is rizght. I believe Nt is possible to get the best of both worlds and I
only use trace wire when I have to. In Bulletin 14. 5. I explained once agrin my own
rule of thumb, perhaps I am 'way out' but over the years it has served me well,

A few yeors ago I was having many sleepless nights trying desperately to reason
why 1 wes having so many blanks on those Rllesmere lakes. The answer was all the time
staring me in the face. Those Rllesmere eels would nct even loock at any brand of ferrous
hook length. Since that time I have £ot runs once morse

Kelvin asks how many eels I fail to land and T must confess to losing a fair nuamber
but if we stick to the rezson why, then biting through the line accounts for just one
eel which I do not think was a very big one. Indeed if T went out tommorrow and added
to this total L would stiil comsider myself in credit, Punny thing is, I must have
lost four or five good carp when the hook length has been bitten through.

The biggest single reason for ithe less of eels in my early eel angling days, back
in 1960, was thot I lacked an adequate landing net and I suspect that many of the 'eels
lost ' stories related by Kelvin heve thic as their root problem too, although I would
not pey too much aitteniion to these tales for it seems that every fisherman who has
ever legered a lobworm has lost a record eel - its the fagkion, you know., Mony . 3
experienced anglers can't, estimate an eel out of the water let alone in it, end think
how much powsr even e two pound eel can show when hooked at close range. I myself have
veen caught out on occasion.

I would say to Kelwvin - think about your fishing before tackling up - like the old
lady on top of th2 Qld Bailey, balance out the evidence for and against and then decide.
If you use the same tactics and same tackle every time you go out I argue that you are
missing out,

Alan Dext has the perfect answer to all his criiics when he refuses to use a trace
cn his own waters - "“Beat That", be says. Now surely we should listen to thak?!
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CHATBMANS PAGE ( OR PAGES ). Brian Crawford,

fell, for many Club members, their eeling season is fast drawing to a close, Water
temperatures are falling and the nights getting longer and much colder., The pike are
active and are calling. For all kinds of reasons we tend to slow down or stop eel
fishing altogether at the end of September/Octoter. Is this a good thing ? Water
temperatures generally are higher than in May and many nights are milder, We have

longer periods of darkness in which to fish — should we perhaps extend our efforts into
late Qctober/November, ?

’*h}!hpse are just a few of the guestions that occur 4o me from time to time and, I
feel, we should give serious thought to them. Several good eels have been taken this
month(September), When was the last time you fished until the end of October, or - -
Rovember ? I should like to believe that we had members dedicated enough to fish for el
all year round., I know that Kevin Richmong catches eels in every month of the year,

Do you ? Bave you ? '

Arthur Sutton in his footnote +o my article in Bulletin Vol 14 Mo 7, rage T2, says
the Chairman has become the *Daddy’ of the Club. I must add +o that, it often feels
more like Aunt Sally, especially over the past twelve months or s0. I guess that's the |
way of thw world, I'm not Chairman for my benefit but, I hope, for the benefit of the
Anguilla Club. I have o make decisions based on the advice given by the Comnittee who
do their best to represent your views. Silence solves nothing. If we hear nothing we
can only assume that what we are doing is in the right direction. It is also stated in
the Club rules that the Committee has the power to manage the Club, making decisions
affecting the Club without having to wait for an A.G.M., , except for changes to the = .
rules. Under normal circumstances, the committes leaves major decisiona until the A.G.M.
but from time to time situations arise whereby action is required within 2 short time.
The commitiee must be abls to manage the Club as it sees fit, and to justify its actions
%0 a General Meeting of the Club. I am saying all this to clarify poinis raised elsewhert
and also to point out that there must be times when, although rare, the Chairmen must,
a3 the Senior mewber of tae Club, make decisions andfor take action without prior
consultation with the Club Commitiee if +there be insufficient time but to inform the
members of the committee as soon as possible thereafter, It is a power which I hesitate
1o use, but I do have it and will use it when neccesary. Enough said(at least from me).

Arthur Suttons comments that it was nice %o have a contiribution from me again made
me feel a little guilty, but it has been one of those years, I find I only have one or 1
two evenings free each week ~ even my wife has to look at oy daily diary to see when I
am in, 3ince I started my new school in January, I have had to set up the science dep't
apparatus and cicmicals, pilus all the course work., I am now in the process of setting
up orders for chemicals and apparatus for a new science block of nine labs to open next
year.

I}

I was very husy with NAC work too - new rules, new reporting scheme end new
membership structure. idd to that the NA3C work, AWA enquiry etc. However, I do like to 1}
be busy, and organize my life to cater for most demends. The trouble is so mony other
things turn up to upsed my achedule, visiting relations or their visiting me, the death
of my Mother in ¥May and jobs on the car, house and garden. I do know that the Committee
nembers are often in a similar position. I have been very pleased with the effort and the
work put in by the Committee, Terry, Chris and Eob parvicularly in sheir Tirst year,
and Henry giving his wsual high quality service in the membership section.

-

This will be tho lsst Bulietin befors the AGM so I will try to get a few things off
my chest now, o give you all time %o consider them properly wefore we neet,

In the recent batch of info you received from Terry was a reminder about +the sweat
stirts., It is imcortant that Bob receives your £5 within the next week or two for us to
get our order in time for the Cenference, If yon get one, and I hope you all do, wear it
7ith pride and follow the wazhing ingtructions {o 4the letier, I have one from my Bughy -
Club which is very gooed and I hope ours will be of similar gquelity. If you do not get
one on this order it is unlikely that you will get one at all as thers is a minimum
order quantity and the Club caunot afford %o pay out a lot of money in order to keep
some in stock. The same with badges,
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Kevin Richmond informs me that av has just landed an eel ef 4;05% to round off an
excellent season. Arthur Sutton has also larded on: over four pounds to complete his
century of fours, Actually, when I commenied on Henry's capture of his 4:01 eel on

Daves rcd I was only trying to point out the irony of the situation., It was only natural
for Henry to do what he did., I an always pleased when members catch 41lb eels whoever
they are, and I suggest that the capture of that eel was the result of team effort.

I am sorry to learn that Dave Holman has not been receiving support from members

in his area - J,¥atson, A,Billington, S.Mottram and S.Radford. I hope they do not send

a big batch of forms to Dave Just prior to the AGM as all reporting officers must bring ;
to the AGM a detailed report of members efforts. We will have a basic norm of effort
that the Committee will decide on when the full AGM is over - such as each member shall
have put in at least twenty sessions and/or caught at least 10 eels over 21lbs otherwise |
they will be asked to resign, or something along those lines. I had been hoping to hold .
& second full commitbep meeting prior to the AGM but time and finances seem to be againsi
it. We must all bear in mind how €asy it is for a member to put in false reports etc, |
90 great care will have to be used before final decisions are made,

Latest rsports of 41b + eels indicats = total of 30 nationally up to the end of
September, with about eight of these reported by our membars, Incidentally, following
my correspondence with XKeith 3ykes of the N.Glos Specimen group for over a year at
regular intervals, he now indicates a desire to apply for membership. So far this year
he has had eels of 6:7, 5:0 and 4:14 from his local waters. Fe does not catoh many eels
per year, but his average weight is abous 51b or so, He informs me tha® members will be
able o visit one or two of his waters, in ones or twos once or twice a year, Keith, I
feel, would be a valuable asset t¢ this Club as he is not just interesiled in catching
large eels but in alisc collecting information as we d0. He has organised a similar
reporting scheme to ours and will have many contributicns to make. His group consists of
about five members but. should pose no prodvlen regarding Keiths membership, He has also
offerad to supply tackle, photos and slides for our contribution to the Conference
next year., I must also point out that he reports that the eel of T:3 featured on the ¥
front pege of A.T. 14/6/77 cavgat by 13 year old Stewart Gregory was taken from his
water by the lad while poaching and wes killed, in July this year.

Following my frip to the meres in August I had %roub’e with the rear axle on my car,
resulting in a bill for 2180 plus £21 for a new exhaust system. Just you wait, Terry
Jeffarson &I

I have been following the articles on traces 4hig year with interest as it is a
question I take very scriously. I have had nylon traces bitten through and have seen
other anglers nylon traces bitten through~ by eels— az I actuzally saw the eel on
several occasions. I have also lunded eels over 41b without traces and have seen bigger
eelz landed without traces, Bob Jones and Pete Climo caught eels 4o 8lb using nylon. :
I hope the new reporting scheme wxill zive us some clues on this. However, I find the -+
simple answer is when using bai*s where 2 quick strike can be made i,e. worms or section-
baits, I use a long shanked hook 4o 15 lbo nylon. ¥hen using large baits I use wide gape
short shank hooks to wire trace. This haz never let me down although it is personal
opinion. As Arthur says, it dspends a lobt on the water and the rate of abortive runs.

If I lani an eel for every run, my tackle must be 0.X. If I get abortive runs something
must be wrong and soms part of my *ackle mush be chenged, whether it be bait, size of
bait, hook type or size trace length or #ype or whatever, These are the questions we
must base our choice of tackls on., The question mey well be very different for each
individual waier.,

I thouzht Kevins article on hocks very zood ipdeed, and the kind of thing I need for
the course in Angling science I am teaching at school to CGE. I try not to teach fishing,
but the biology, chenistry and physics of fishing as a form of background.

fell, having sxhausted my stock of material for this Bulletin, last but not least
I feel I muct reply to Dave Smiths articls on he 1977 Reporting Schems Vol 14 Ho 7. I
was thinking of making it a seperate article bubt will leave it to the 3Zditors dlscretion.

Members will be aware that I have freguently requested commsr:s about the scheme,
repeated by Terry Jeffercen in his Newsletters, all to no awvail. It i3 remarkable how
the many hours spent on your behalf are met with so much apathy at times. I have had
comnents from both Kevin and Dave Holman. Dave Smiths artisle came rather out of the
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blue, That®s @ist I like about you lot - you are 30 Izind to me ~ I dout kncw what I do
to deserve it. Dear old Aunt Saily.

My first reaction on reading Daves article was to leave the whole thing antil the
AGY but as we have such a lot o process then I thought it best for members to know my
opinion, for what it is worth,now. You never xnow, someone else may also write in about
it, in suoport or against Daves effort. I cammot but admire Deve for his effort and .1
persistence -~ as an ex editor of the Bulletin he-is well gifted in the art of written
presentation - i%'s not so much what is said, 15¥s the way it is said.

At the AGH las® year I requested ideas from members, those who had anything to say
hed their ideas included. You are just too late Dave - by ten months. Thanks though.
I will try to answer all poinis raised in Daves article as I go through i%, so members
mjy like 4o read it a2s I go ORn. '
1 >

Apart from his comments at the SGM Dave has not communicated with me regarding the
repor¥ing scheme. : :

2/The aims of the scheme wers ziven ah the SGM and are to be found in the guide to the
1977 Reporting scheme. ¥s ARE collecting data for Club records and we ARB trying to
answer specific inestions{about 50} A third aim of any reporiing schem which Dave does
not seem to appreciats is that it HUST be able to be analyszed. He makes no sttempt to
show this in his scheme, whereas kthe Reporiing officers have their omn detailed analysiz
sheets and analysis guides so the new reporting scheme.

The owvigiral scheme foon 1967 asked too many questions - mot & few ~ a3 the 1970
Report shows. @ven this had o leave out many quesiions which could have been answered
because 3he analysiz time reguired was oo great., Tnly abou’ one third of the potential
data of the last ten yoars has been exiracted analysed and published. I should know, as
I gzt frustrated every year doing tuh2 saex= basic analysis that takes up all my time
leaving none for further 2 I am still working on the 1973/74 individusl
woter reaults which will take further six months or so and then there are the 1975/76 |
water resulds s5ill o do. T2 fish, on average, 100 difforent waters each year, bui it is
all just exira work for the amalyst, IT I had to zingle out the one biz fanlt of the
scheme up to 1976 then I woulis say 13 was ihe use of rod hours.

ool |
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For any scheme to work we must see resulis. lembers havs been brainwashed into
judging everything by rod acurs. Well, w2 have had 10 years worth of session reports,
these represent a lo% of effors, eels, and rod hours, but as I've said there is still a
lot of information 3o be exiracied from them than hes besen done 80 far. It would take a
fall time %eam of statistical experts = year, perhaps, at least 1o justify the scheme
4o its fullest potentiai, Kevis Richmond has been werking ou just thae 1974 resulis to
extract new 4trends, for a ysar now, with 2%ill a lot to do. Do any of you feel like
having 2 go ot another yearsz werk - you oaly need about twelve hours a week %.

At the A.G.CD the commities was regquacted 3o set up 2 new regoriting scheme., I asked for
suggesiions and get very few. The rulss state thot the Committee will decide on the
reporting scheme and members shall comply 2i+th whatzver it is(Rule 7o Nov 1971 rules) .
There just is not time to pragent o dralf ~sporting schens at an SGM and have to possibly
change, repriat and cedigtribute it afterwards — it would be & mammoth task aand most
unfais on Terry.

The lower half of Pa 7ol 14 JoT agaia deals with aims of the reporting scheme S0
I ¥ill comment on hese. I wmust say hthah I agre: @i 1,2 and 3 and feel the new scheue
follows these, with the sxzception of red nours, Dave, heving said the Club has produced
ngthing new over tie last six jyears, iadicates & similas form for the fature - just to
keep similar un~ analysable records. Laving now zot a set of 10 ysars records, we should

logically look %o the next decade and wact ¥e can aciii
for Club reporting for the last 3 years in the traditi
that rod hours =re very unsatisfactery. ]
Going on o page 65 and the ~aoords for individnal members, the new scheme gives
performance of indiviinal members vy reccrding the number of seasions fished and the
number of ecls taksn., Actual rod hours are useless fapr this a3 some members have a
1imited senson, somc fish with canlr on= pod whils others £izh with zix or saven. Some
fish only a couple of hours per Seco.cn - others for a whola weeksnd. To total 10CQ
rod hours is seemingly 2 lot of effort but on close inspention not neccesarily so.

=

sve, Hy having analysed results
snal manner has demonstrated to ED

Hog o

o
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The cverall effort snd individual effort each year is wvery simple and quick to determing
w2thout extensiv: .:2 of & calculator or computor. I realise that it is gad to have %o
limit a scheme 1o how much time and effort is required to process it, just as ome
cannot design an aireraft without having the engine or engines capable of allowing it
to flj’ .

Therefors, individual and overall effors each year can s4ill be determined as
before, comparing numbers of eels, zessions, different sizes of eels, but not the
length of each session. Dave goes on o mention rod hours per eel or 21h eel ete, QOver
the past decade, taking into account the good years and bad years large numbers or low
numbers of new or inexperienced members, overall ihe averages were about the same, s0
what did £t prove ?

Is it required to know that we have to sit using a particular bait for 200 hours
on ore rod before we can be sure of catching a 21b eel, or if we catich one within the
first five hours do we have 40 weit a further 395 hours bsfore catching another and if
we pat in 1000 hours with one bait in one season we expect to catch five eels over 21b ¢
I feel that, overall, using large numbera these statistics may mean something, but to
an individual he wantis more information.

Alan Hawkins at the 1976 HASG Confarence gpelt out the percentages for each +:. .- :
decision an eel angler wmakes when he goes fishing, The choice of water, line, hook, swim
depth,distones, snazs, trace, bait ete you can be right or wrong, A wrong decision
decreases your chancz of taking an eel. Admittedly, the longer you stay the betier
your chance of getting a run, but what of turning thet run into an esl on the bank, ;

The new reporiing acheme asks questions, relating them to the size of eel captured,
not how loag it takes %o get & possible run, and in such a way that Just about all
variables are coversd so that when averaged for severzl years trends will ba obvious as -
to which siitnations and tackle produce the betier eels, I do not went %o know how long
it takes me to caich a five pound eel ~ it may $ake me all my life, or never. I Just '
want confidence in the %ackle and methods tha’ I use., The new reporting scheme ¥ILL
do this AND in a way that should be sasy +o analyse, _

Kevin Richmond for example, should be proud of his average rod hour per eel total.
However, until $he capture of his four pound sel he was most uwnhapoy in his letiers to
me, wishing that he had some DICENT waterz near $o him. Not being concerned with RE/B
he persisted, experimented and was successful., Brnie Crue when fishing {the meres had
meny blanks on Blakemere tut by experimentation and determination landed two sels over
four pounds from there.

¥e do not give a trophy for effort im rod heurs but for the biggest eel whether it
took 200 or 500C hours to catch. If I wanted to get a good RH/Z figure I would fish the
Nene, but I am interested in much bigger fish, as we all should be, and should therefors
bhave a reporting scheme which helps us to do this.

Halfway down page 65 Dave iz totally wrong - having said{line 12 page 65) to
collect Club data only i.e. by using rod hours, he says *he new scheme only does Jjust
that! DSorry Dave, the new scheme collects datz that can be essily collected and
analysed, The questions were asked firs$, then the guestionairs devised so they could
be asked, ancwered and. analysed. & total of four considerations, not just one. You are
incorrect, Dave, and you were told the aims a4 the SG¥ and in the guide, if you ware
8till not sure why wait until now to gquestion it?

The botiom of pags d2als with the guestionairs, Herz Dave iz much too critical.
As I have already said, as meny daportant guestions as possible wers asked, in such a
way that they could be answered. ALL of the old weter guestionairs is included because
of the failure of the orizinal. We fiszh abou’d one hundred diiferent waters each year,
The water questionaire has beengoing for three or four years. I have aboubt TEREE for
analysis. There should be about fifty or sizty I'm told, bat vwhere ars they ? I think
Alan Hawking has them but despite many letters appears 3o wanit to keep them, along with
the Clubs swock of several hundred otiliths and growth rate study work, Claub photos

and slides, bul that is enother story. Howewer, with the failurs of the old waier
questionaire and the value of the guestions i+t asks, they heve heen included in the new
scheme, on page three, The details are analysed ver zize of ezl to give a different rsvi
answver, but one which can be obtained 4o give us information r2latinz size of eel to
water characteristics,, I feel however that mage three only neads doing once for tha
first sel, and lefi blank for further eels from tha$ water. Daves objections are thus,
I hope, answered,

[o2)
W \un
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%/ The new scheme has defined thjectives - all of which can be achieved within the
ce sabilities of the Club. .

2/ Few of the questions asked on the new form have been answered relating to eel size
satisfactorily by the 1967476 scheme. ' '

3/ Daves remuris here are rubbish.

4/ The Clubs record of numbers of big eels caught will be mainitained and jimproved onm,

Daves closing comments to his firat ariicle are not neccesary and are unwarranted.
The Committee has the power to do exactly as it did and %o suggest otherwise is wrong.
Daves suggestion concerning the completion of the old S.R. formas is totally wndemocratic
unilateral and wrong, and wnacceptable, The Bulletin i3 no place to make such suggestior
Dave may raise the issue with the Commiiise %o consider now, or suggest 1t at the AGK
for the Committes tc consider , BUT +he new reporting scheme does not have to be accapue
at the AGM or any other meeting. The Committee decides, that is the rules ¥e will
consider any suggestions made by any club member and will sound ou% the opinion of
other members ( us"?ly a waste of time), If sufficient pressure was put on the
Committee by enough members we would consider changing it, but a condition of memhershap

fs:to follow Club rules and these say all members follow the rmporthg scheme set ap
by the Commiitee,’

I have now been i‘vo‘ved with the Committee and the revo**iag scheme for pevan years,
80 should Imow who =2an 4o whad. If, though, $he old 5.3 forms were f£illed in, who
would analyse or proc;ss or stere them ? If yom can persuaade all members to fill them
in, Deve, will you acalyse and store the data ? Fe cannot do two schemes. Locking at
Daves alternativm prO“ozal, W my simple miad, it is a great big backward zbep of fen
Jears, Hig alternative: scheme rzvolves around rod houra as being the only way fo indicas
effort and t¢euds, 2ad tha’t how many hours it takes to catch an eel of a particular
size range on a particular bait ete iz more imporsant than Pirss of all finding out bie
which type of ball, hock, waier, swim, weather condition =to preduces the most eels of
1 particular welght ranges Waen I know mos% of the variables dhat produce big eels,
then I might be concerned with how long it may take @@ to cajch one. Hach dime I go
esl fishing I want to know I am doing everything to increase my chances,

There have been mah; amendments to the reporting scheme as devised by Terry Co?lson

in 1967 - all amcndmentz have been made in order, ma,nlv 0 make the analysiz easier.
In the thres years I did the analysis for 1974,5 and 6 1 followed the usual formla
until I was familiar with the system and %hen tried to adapt or amend it slightly each
ysar to agk differsnt guestions or to maks analysis easisr, Alan Baukins did the same
during his twao years, frying to get the nembsrs o zore of their own analysis, Ia

do
the event, this caused nore work., The reporting offzcer sat-up is first class, but still
required much eifort under the old system - restriciing what ¢o ld be asked and how 1%
could de analysed. Tas new sysiem is a bold effort to z0% over th nese obstacies and fo
ask many more relevant questions and in a way az all amempers cen £ill the forms in and,
most important of all,the forms can de easily analysed, Cns of ths few things I appear
to agree with Dave on is that all asv schemes require paiience. -

¥ell, I've said gquite a bit, but I Zope you all zealise it iz sincere, I3 is NOT
an attack on Dave, but a defencs ¢f the new scheme. 13 they say, the ;roof of the
pudding is in the eating., I have zad a2 lct of experience with the Cluds reperting |
schemes, with questionairﬁs and with analysis srd, i7 I way =zay so I do have a good

aca Ci 3%y, Ehysies and Flology to *AF level and
Lo lock up things I do not know. I often

A g&.‘t
have a lot on my - 1nd n nadg; s fiten forges $he zimples’ things unless I write
them down. I dc not 21ays a PE.0. or Dr in fromt of my name and have no need %o as 1
feal that it putz cne on a pedesizl, zould have sta yna a niversity for another

=]
0o be a2 Brian Crawford ego trip - nobedys perfaet = *Lu I f2el it needed saying <o
illustrate that there could be =2 possibility that I do Xmeow whay I am talking about.

I might add * tha s any wember who has hed 2 serious chab to me about the Ciub, knows :
that I value i% and its reputation almesh above all clse end 211 I do or say is, 1 hoyﬁq
for the Clubs tensfit. RBeing Chairmen, I A an Aunt Sa‘Ay but remember; my bark is
asually worse than my bite. It nust be your round this time, Dave.

x I
thrse years Lo 22t ong, tut I counldn’h q’**“ﬂ it anyway. dowevew, I do not intend this t
r [

Brian Crawford { Chairman).
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Flaz indicazbors.
By Chris Davy.

Picture the scenre, 5
The zngler has been on the water for thrse days without a solitary
run. Just after dawn on the fourth day a silver foil indieator meves up to the

butt ring and is held up aZainast the ring before dropping and then climbing upwards
again and again, ths sleepy angler reaches his rod and tries %o remove tha danoing
foil off the line without hindering itz passage. &s he frantically clawa at the
dancing foll it spins around on. itself and Jams in the butt ring cauvsging the rod

to bounce in ths restias. The vanic stricken angler emits a scrsam of anguish ss he
throwa all hiz well praciticed procedurs to the winds and askes o wild swipe of a
strike at the fishl! Alas, he iz to late the unforglving fish has ejected the bait.
He enters in his log, 0630 hrs, aborizd run.

That somewhat cruel incident is one we nave all expsrienced at some fime or arcther
and seems o be very ccmmon. Cver the jysars in ay serch for the nltimete, non tangls,
easy to see, ncn hindering indicator I have tried many types of varying materials
and designs, and 8till I have yei to find one that meats all the requirements I
desire and sirive to perfect. Once or twice I have ccms across a design that smacks
at the imagination by ius sheer simpliecisy. I would like %o describe a rather unique
typs of indicater that Terry zad I have deen uaing for 3 or 4 ysars for both daytime
Beling and a lot of cur Piking. We cannot lay claim fo having invenied i%, only
modificd it to our needs slightly. We wmere Iirsy initroduced o it a%t a London Pike
soclaty meating by Peter lMarn, formerly of the Home counties S.G. These of you who
attended the last N.A.5.G conference may wall remember the excelleni 4alk he gave
on hiz pet subject Alr Injected Dead Baiis, cne with which he has had a great deal
of succesd.

Ter=y and I have used them more for daytime fishinmg widthout buzzers, but thers is
no reas:cn why they cannot be used in conjinction with alarms at night. The aspect

I like most about them, apart from their infailahility is that once the flag drops
away you are ready to shrike without having to remova aarything from the line., That
awfnl feeling of trying o remove a twisted indicator from the line with it being

wrenched from your fingsrs is gone, for th3 prssent anyway,

Constructures.

Ve first began using Acetate, a thin clear perspex used ia modelling, Supplies of
this howaver bacame difficult 4o cbitain. This material was also prone to distortiom
at low temperatures which caunsed prodlems. Terry then hegan using a thin flexidla
lightweight plastic sheeting, {tRis we have found to be excellent. Basicallr any
lightwelght material that can be shaped or bvent without fraciureing is perfectly o.X.
Size is one of personell preferencs, Terry tends to favour something in the 3 byld
inch range, whereas I ustally use a 3 by 3 squars. Painied dayglo pink {Aurcra Pink
by Humbrol) they can be clearly seen {Terrain permitting } at s ranze of saveral
hundread yards, just in case your the type who likez %o wander away for a chat or

a cuppa. #hen the line is pulled from betwsen the faces they zlide dowm the backraest
with an urmistakteable rasping sound. ¥Xer Goward used to pui a coupls of scubs bends
into his which kept them clear of ths rest which made them Tall %hat bi$ ghicker
with more of a clunk, either %yrpe works okay.

wp
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An Elastio bard i3 used $o nold the facas togsther aftor the flag has baen folded
around the bacik rest. The insicde of the faces can be muffad uwp slizhily to grip
the line a litila more secursly. :

They are best mcunted directly under the resl, tharefors ths rod must be positioned

on the rest with the reel hard up against the back rod rest. The skatches should
be zslf explanaiory.

Thers is very little resistance on
the line 4o a taking fish

To obtain the bast resulis the back reat should
be pesitioned in a near verticls position as pesaille

=i
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BETTER 0 THR EDITOR.

Dear Editor,

. . have read with interest the comments regarding wire traces, Unfortunately
I have the feeling of clejz wu. Indeed, a few years back there was & similar exchange
of views about the same subject. At that time .a fellow member said to me that we had
been through It all before. Alas, the subject of traces is an extensive subject, but
nevertheless, I should like to make a few observations.

., Bvery year there are a number of pike caught on roach tackle. That they are
played and landed on such nnsuitable gear is fact, but no cne going affer pilke would
" deliberately use such tackle., The teeth of a pike are such that they can easily cut

through nylom,* ziven the chance. Bearing in mind that treble hooks will probably kill
the fish{by sealing the gullst) nc self respecting pike angler fails to use a trace.
Nevertheless, good sport can be had using heavy nylon traces, provided the right ...
approach is used and the quarry not to big, ¥ith eels the situation is slightly
different. Their feeth are unlikely to chomp through nylon with one bite., They will,
however, abraid the nylon by waving their heads from side 4o gide, The use of wire,
then, is %o avoid or readuce abrasion, Bven wire can be ragped through by an eel given
long enough, Allow it to anchor itself and its whole mouth becomes a pair of bastard
files capable of wearing away heavy wire traces.

S L3

The problem then is not a maitter of wire v nylon in the sense 4hat " if you dont
use it you may lose a big ome ". Rather, it is " do you giva the eels a chance ic
abraid nylon traces? ?

In any situation there ars exiremes, At cne end of tha scale there are relatively
large snagless waiters in which %here is litile chance of the sel being able {o abraid
a aylon trace if a 1iittle angling skill iz emploved, Converesely, deep rocky pools with
plenty of zrags may give the eel that chence . Allowing the eel 4o rum twice before
allows the running eel the freedom of choice as %o whers it goes, In such a situation
a wire trace can be useful but if the eel has the chance +o go through an c¢ld dumped
car or abandoned plant in worked pits even a wirs trace ocanpot halp.

A point Aloxn Hawking once raised cculd be very relevant, namely, our aim on
connecting is 4o get the eel off the bottom and, to ensure we do, we used(and may still
do) heavy rods and line - but perhaps this promptas the 2el indo moving off in a panic.
To the nearsst snag. Perhaps wirs jraces are essential when heavy gear is used ?
Personally, and I know others using light gear who will agree, I have found that using
lighter gear does not result in tha: panié resction and the esls fight in midwater
rather than in snags or the bodiom. As with all things it is a case of-"Horses for
Courses', Thera ars occasicns when wirs 4races are eesentinl, and I s; sure Dave Holman
will agree. But *here are 2ls50 ceccaszicns when their usze is deleterious to good spori.
I% may be that Telvins wirs is ikhe v2ry best available but one should nat be dogmatic.
Anyway, it i1s no% the dismeéter which is imporiant, not its breaking strengui, but its
resistance fo abrasiocn under tension. Similarly 4o Supersteel, it would have to be as
supple as nylon, perhaps more sc. In any case, if an eal is lip hooked the shank of ths
hook effectively replaces the need for wire traces. Isn't that what we should be doing,
rether then devising more efficient ways to gorge hait ?

Final

¢

7o L #ish to commern® oan Eelvins attiiude 4o Black Seal. Person=lly I do

7
not like it, However, meny members do. The great thing abous the Anguilla Club iz that
we are NCT stercotypred although w2 do follow a patiern, I highly disagree with the
view tha$ it sheuld pot be sesn in $he tackle box of any self respsecting menmber, Those

2l r of
mempers who use It have confidencen in i% and I cannot hink of a better reason for
using any item of jacklel

Bavid Smith.
EE - I A B A T * #*
At last, a letfter $o the Zditor ! Someone still es! Thanis Dave, and in case you
are 3till sore about my huriful ccament at the end of *the las%t Bulledin I would have
every menver know that DAVE Smith has caught yet another eel{on nylon}. Of course it
should havz been MT fish, but I have to let the 1itile chap have a modicum of success
on occasion otherwise I lose an angling companion - and a sincere friend,

Editor .

* OE Kk X B B *
s
[

car



o
N
°

JHAY PRIGE AT o TA LARG.S JB5L

By Kevin Richmond.

Any angler vho sets out to specialise in el angling uust at some time ask himself
‘hat chance hove I of la:ding a really big uwel?! liost are content to believe that
"their" waters all hold large .tels and that eventually one will be caught.

Hovever is this the case? I helieve that vhilst our members spend a great number of
rod hours on big Lel waters, quite a considerabole amount of time is vasted on wvaters
that just do not have the required potential to produce la;ge sels.

During the : .A.C season of 1574 menbers caught sels from 55 TFisheries, these are set
out in table A as ca: be seen, only two fisheries (3,5) produced Zels of over five

pounds, vhilst eight waters (13 ) produced .els of four pounds, 25 waters (40,.) had
Eels of over three pounds takea from them.

JJaters that produce smaller Zels are cbviously in the majority. However, vhen the
rod hours are compared as regards velzht class per water they shoi; that our members

_ . & J

“lasted" juct over 40, of the comparable effort put in on three plus vaters, fable B.

Some members due to uncontrolable factors e,g lack of fisheries in their area iay

be in the position of only being able to fish iaters that produce sels in the lover
weight class. This article is dirccted to thoss anglers vho live in areas that abound
in vaters but do .ot exploit then fo the best of thelr ability. Jhat is the point

¢f fishing X number of waters rod hours at a water where there is only a reaote chance
of hooking a large _el? Some may say that fishing is not just catching fish,. The
flora and famna around the a.gler matier too. Hovever, I would rather catch large
Eels from an uratractive fishery than small _els in beautiful surroundings. If I had
to sit oun top of a rubbish tin to catch large Jels I would, wouldnt you'?

o]

Tavle A. Individual “isheries 1974,

ifame Of Jater County 0-1 1-2 2-3 3-4 4-5 5-5 Jlotal
HAXBY POWD YORKSHI 2 - - 1 - 2
GUI.SLOP. POOL VAR JTCKSHIRE - 2 1 - -~ i 2
SARLS 'OUD LA 4 ARST ”mhd_i‘ - 2 4 5 2 - 14
HiROIT AT R SO TIGHA S 1 1 1 2 =

ELMTTI LD POID YORKLHIAS - -~ - 1 2 - :
LAK S BALA o arIOLH 55 22 23 ¢ 1 - 120
GRAITD 1:;11011 CA: AL CQRHA PO SHIRS 1 1 2 g 1 o 5
BOURBL.S S TALL LAY CASHIRS - - - - 1 -~ 1
ABB3J¥R0: RIS#RVOIR S5, FH - - 12 14 - = 26
KINGS. BAD SUCKT GHAMSHIR. 2 5 2 5 - - 25
LAX.S POID DﬂVOWSHTQJ 1 - 3 - = 4
JAaHIS PIT 9, . - = 3 - - p)
AP0 3aCAD i ; 5 11 3 2 - - 23
VHI 2L I5Re SHUOPSIIIR . 17 z 1 2 - = 45
RTV “R 0US . BUORT WL IDHIRS - 1 - 2 - - ]
STA ST D aB8 01 205X - - - 2 - - 2
RIVIR MHA IS 10 15 9 1 - = 33
EAST HLLPCH BRICK PIT i 4 12 3 1 - - 25
HILS .4 “0AT7 - t- 4 1T - - 6
RIVSR LODL.IT 1 1 3 - - 6
DUILTSAR 4 3 2 1 - - 10
VINDIIILL 1 1 1 1 - = 4
TOTIAT PIZ 3 2 1 - - 6
GUIHOUS .S POCL - - - 1 - = i
LIFFORD RIS«RVOIR - - - 1 - - 1




Name Of Water County 0-1 1-2 2-5 4 4-5 5~ Tbtal
JIARKIT RASUN LIHCOL::SHIRY - 4 4 - - - 8
SALHOUSS BHOAD TTORI'OLK " 13 3 - - - 27
JROXHA'T 3BROAD ITORIMOLK 4 5 3 - - - 13
S'IROPSHIRE UNIOL CAIIAL CHISH R4 2 4 3 - - - 9
BRA  LAKZD HUL TINGDONSHIR = 2 4 2 - - - 8
B IDLE LAKS YORKSHIRL - - 2 ~ - - 2
RIVER Y0 D.VOIT 10 7T 1 - - - 18
BUTLAJ HU: PINGDOSHIRL 12 4 1 - - - 18
SUTTOI SAMWD PIT L OTUTHGHA. SHIR.S 3 3 1 - - - 7
BARROY HAV.N LT}COLLJSHIRS - 1 1 - - - 2
CART RIGHT PIT LIVCOLNSHIR S - 1 1 - - - 2
IVY LAKS SUSL.X - 1 1 - - - 2
SEFICLD O 1 LICOLMSHIRY 3 - 1 - - - 1
J2ST IwLD (0 3 LINCOLITSHIR: 1 - 1 - - - 4
BLAKM RS SHROPSIIRLG 1 - 1 - - - 2
CIARTAIS PIT LINCOL:ISHIR=S 1 - 1 - = - 2
TR PO L BUCKI}GHAMSHI S - - 1 - - - 1
BalL.lY PO L J04C SSTURBHIR . 13 12 - - - - 25
BLSTRIDG & POLTD D.VOI 2 4 - - - - 6
TITLLOY PIT SO RS2T 7 3 - - - - 10
LATB.ATH ReSERVOIR SURRZY 1 3 - - - - 4
ISTPILLD HO5 LIiiCOLISHIR. 5 2 - - - - 7
d/BRIDGE PI- SQITAS T 4 2 - - - - 6
oYL BRICK PIT CL.JID 3 2 - - - - 5
3ILVIR (ND PIT SIS - 2 - - - - 2
KITIGHT AND BUSBOROUGH RS SURR LY - 2 - - - - 2
SUITHS LINCOLSHIRE - 2 - - - - 2
GEBE POOL BUCKIIGHALISHIRS - 2 - - - - 2
HATFPIALD BRICK POLD YORISHIRS - 1 - - - - 1
TORCISTER  CA: AL - 1 - ~ - - 1
HoROIT  POLD HMIDDE.LS =X 3 - - - - - 3
JTAXBURY MRS CHISHIR . 1 - - - - - 1
HAK LAKS SHA0PSIIRS 1 - - - - - 1
HURLISTOH RUSRVOIR CiiosHIRS 1 - - - - - 1
APPRLY POOL CLOUC S P-RSHI s 1 - - - - - 1
BLACK PIT SOLL R 2T 1 - - - - = 1
HYBRIDG. S:TALL PIL S0 LSLT 1 ~ - - - - i
YISTFICSLD 10 @ 4 LIV COL:SHIRS 1 - - - - - 1

TABL. JO 4

RULATTV.: I® OF O - 31b  FISHERIES V 3-61b SISHURILS

ieight class 0-1 1-2 2-3 =4 4-5 5~6
Fisheries 3 13 17 17 6 2
POTAL FISHIRILS 33 25

ROD HOUKS 630 13921
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HAXBY BRICK PIT.

By; Richard Hudson.

Since Granam Booth and I first jeoined the Anguilla Club, most of you will have heard
the name Haxby mentionel a few times in our conversations, so this article is to give
you & better picture o the water.

Haxby pit is situvated about 3 mls. north of York and was formed in a disused brick-
pit which was worked sometime in the last century. It is just under 3 acres in area, 5Cx
I00 yds. The ovmer of the water just happens to be a member of York Specimen group of
which Graham and myself are nembers. This is very useful as we are the only ones who
rilsh it regularly for eels.

The first time I heard of the large eels was back in 1964 'when an eel of 4:02 was
entered for the fish of the year p-ize in the now defunct Fishing magazine. The sel had
baen caught by a I6 year old lad using a rudd livebait, ( he was purposely fishing for
:‘15 ) This report dilia't mean much to me at the time as T had only recently taken up
pastime of angling at the ripe old ¢ of eleven.

I was first introduced to the water in I97I when I joined the Y.3.G., but Graham,
cnd two other friends, ( John and Al,) had fished it sincs I969. The water at the time
wes choked with weed and swo other memiers nad done a stout job in dragging a large swinm
in the process, they had d.z2gwed out a dead eel of about 4:00, so it didn't take too
na before Graham, John and Al fished the water.

The first two sessions produced eels of 4:71I, 4:05, 4:03,and 3:04, plus numerous
v.n nissed and fish lost mainly due %to the use of inadequate tackle. ifter fthese first
‘w0 sessions, all thre: of them thought that they were in for an 2el tonanza, but for

o

=
Cl L.

Li L

i3 rest of the year t'ioy cauvght nothing else, though they did get a few dropped runs to

-

723p up their moral . I must add that a coot and a swan were landed after some exciting

- ....(;_.‘.UQ Bl

In I970, all thres of them fished the weter hard and two eels, 4:00 and 3:I0 were

; mor.cter was lost off the mill, ( the story of that fish still lingers
sr. ). By the end of the year the water had obviously got a reputation of being extremely
“rrd. As the weed made the fishing very hard indced, without carrying out massive weed
J-.agging operations, steps were taken during tine w*nter to try and destroy the weed when
“5's defenses wire down. An exjeriment was tried by putting a stack sheet,( 20ftx20ft of
~lack polytneno,) in one swim axd leaving it for the summer. This idez mcrﬁed well, so
11 in fact that no weed grew In the whole water the next spring- quite mysterious
n't 3*9 ( Please dor't go rushing about with plastic sheets though, it might not work
again.

I971I was the flrs+ year that I fished the water and my first weekend was a disaster,
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........ z fne procecdings. I was tws mcnshs later woen I
ventured near the water again, ard summing up the efforts of Graham, John and 4l 1% was
anparent that although not many ecls had been caught since the initial burst, thers had
pecen a few runs which usually proved abortive so I decided to use Perch heads for bait,
parch being the most easily cauvght «~-~11 fish in the pit.

Three of these baits were swung into the fray and I sat back to wait for the action.
4% 22.30hrs., one of my indicators moved up to the butt-ring and after two feet of lin
rad been teken, it stopped......l fumed. The next time I had a run, I made my mind ap
that I would hit it immediately. it 23.I5 hrs. on my next session one of my indicators
zased off the ground and before 1t moved much further, I struck and iqu landed an cel
ct 4:04. I'd cracked it, =zo I thought, but not so muca ag a twitch was for*hoomwn; for
sae rest of the year. To our great delight, one of the locals who fished frem his back
zarden caught a 5:03, and a 23512 was caught by the cimer.

The start of the 72 scason came and I thcugnht I kad a gcod

an

hance or a few fish,
put it didn't happen, I4 take geulted in two fish 3:I4

C
d 3:03.

In 73 we managed to fish & fow sessions in April and May with worms. This was a rare
feat as thousands of small perch normally gobble up the worms as soon as they enter the
7ater. They must have lost their senses for a while, but it didn't last long. However,
during this time I had fish of 4:02, 3:II, 3:II, 2:I3, 2:C8 and Graham had eels of 4:11,
5:I0 and 2:I4.

Graham and I were convinced that there were bigger cels in the water, but as yet we

(cont'a)

.
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....hadn't caught any, but I974 changed all that. Graham had big cels of 5:I6 and 5:01%
plus a %:08. I managed eels of 3:II, 3:06, and 2:14.

I was now in even hotter pursuit of a big eel after seceing those two big fish of
Grahzms, snd to make natters worsc, whilst on the Club trip to Vlestfield lakes, the
ovmer of Haxby decided to fish my usuzl swim using a terminzl rig identical to that
which I normally use end & similer bait and he clobbered a 4:3I0..... R.TS!

1975 didn't helv at all in my quest for a large eel from the water as I didn't even
get a run.

Graham fered somewhat better, and had one good night, landing eels of 4:15% and
3:02%,( I was witness to the large fish........ couldn't have threce FIVES, could he?).He
also had another of 4:00% that year.

Beginning of 76 and by now it was obvious that one swim in particular was producing
the large fish, so I duly ensconced myself in the pitch end my second session produced
a big un of 5:I3 which unfortunately died and is now enjoying itself in a glass case on
top of my wardrcbe.

I &lso had o 3:03 last year, and Groham had one ot 4:03.

This has been written during my first session of 77 and sad to relate, no cels yet.
The only excitement has been two monster breamlets!

Anyway, I hope there are still some more eels to come out. Who knows, there just
might be a six staring at my bait this very minute. I will kcep you informed.





