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' After the lord Mayors Show" - a well known saying usually eminating during thet
period of deadly quiet when everything returns to the doldrums after a big event.

That same saying cannot be levelled at us, for after our big event, the A.G.M., things
are really moving and your officers are finding plenty to do. Before going further, I
would like fo thank all those who attended the meeting. By consent a very wonderful
meeting which all enjoyed. To mee lads come up all the way from the coast on a motor
oyole at this time of the year makes us feel proud indeed. '

You will have read in the newsletter sent out by Terry of our three new members.
1 do not think that we' have ever had a more acceptable trio of new members. I have seen
two of them in action end X can tell you that their enthusissm leaves nothing to be
desired at all. Hopefully, we will read something from them in the Bulletin and indeed,
one of them is in print in this issue., Well done that man, - ‘

You will also notive ~ I hope? - that Terry has already put into effect what I
proposed at the meeting. Namely, that we publish the reports of the various officers as
soon as possible after the A.G.M. Our secretary really did get oracking ! Now please
do read these reports and digest as much as you can. The reports represent current
thinking of those persons elected to run this Club on your behalf, so the reports
should point the way to the future. Of course, if there is anything to which you
object you should speak up now and not wait until another orisis rears its ugly head.

This is not, as yon will see, the biggest Bulletin we have ever produced, Hopefully
my remarks re contributions to the Bulletin will have some effect before too long, but
meanwhile we were intent on publishing before Chrisimas so you will have to settle for
what we have. Albeit very little. My thanks to thome who have made an effort.

I dont know how many of you will have seen the I,T.V. programme * Mo Lullaby for
Broadland®, This documentary programme was seen in the London area on Tuesday november
20th. It was full of ﬁr.!tarest although the message it conveyed was not one of optimism,
To see the many close-up shots of birds hoth large and small floating dead among the
muck washing against a barren bank which was once lush with foliage could omly bring .
sadness and despair 1o, the hearts of all who enjoy the soutryside, no matter what
their pursuit. Speaking of the great harm alresady done, the commentator said that
things would change, and here I quote, ™ Only when man realizes that he is part of the
natural order of things, and that its impoverishment will be that of his own®, See it
if you get the opportunity. i

We must add our own voice, small though it may be, to that of those who raise an
outery against such things, and it is of no use pretending that it doesn't affect you.
It does, my friend, or it WILL.

We have taken the first small step by re-aligning ourselves with the Natiomal

. Association of Specimen Groups. Of course, we cannot now sit back and leave them to do

it all just because we are coughing up three quid per member. We will undoubtedly
have to *lean' on them a little from time to time. It may be that we should eleot
delegates 0 attend th_'eir more important meetings - after all, we must get involved.

With Christmas just a dream away, or too blasted near, according ‘o who one views
such event, perhaps one may be forgiven for waxing a little sentimental. I oxpect that
many of you will kunow bf an asngler less well off than yourself. If so, how about
popping round %0 him with a packet of fags, or the price of a packet of hooks, It may
not improve his unfortumate ciroumstance - but such action can do much for those
whose outlook is one of deapair,

I expect a great rush of articles with which to start the new year and my typewrite:
is ready and waiting. ‘

Meanwhile, your officers and I extend to you the compliments of the season and our
wishes for good sport ito be had by you all in 1980, '

A.J.Sutton. {Editor)



_CASTLE WATERS
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By Alan Mitchell.

Castle waters are a series of conneocted gravel workings situated alc

from RYE {0 RYE EARBOUR in East Sussex. The owner is a slightly eco.ﬁg:i:enge';:ad
bought the estate several years ago. Norman Jones, the owner, is a man who likes
people to en’oy themselves., So, as long as you respect his rules, which are few, the
aceess oard to the estate glves the chance of fishing, camping, sailing, canceing
or swinming ete all for £5 per twelve month period on 68 acres of water,

Speeins which abound in this clear fertile gravel pit include Tench %o
Bream to 10 ib +, Carp 251b(commen) large Perch and Rudd and of course the eezi?l‘;are
fished this water for many years with varied success, Dead baits ie; Roach, Rudd
Bleak, Dace ond Gudgéon ete are mashed by small cels almost immediately. A spri&itikl.
last, at wost, Just fen minutes, Pishing with small desd baits, some ten to twenty
small eels can be taken in a session., Large baits produce a lot of twitches and no
eels - just mashed baits. I have managed o take a fair few eels, up to 31b 1oz, but
wading through that vast army of bootlaces is a soul destroying businnes

When I applied to join the N.A.C. I corresponded a lot with Henry Hansen and of
course we discussed at great length the bootlace problem. He had, it seemed, had the
same problem on his watera. On his advice ) decided to use only large perch baites of
5 -« 6 inches, or eel sections. ' ‘ :

The glorions sixteenth arrived and I put Henry’s theory into practise. The usual
train of evenis was to cast out four baits and within a very short period the twitches
would start, This fime, however, I cast four perch out and hadn't a twitoh of any
sort for over four hours, Suddenly the right hand rod bounced in the rest and the
alarm sounded one continuous blast. This was the best run I had had in years. It took
-twenty five yards of line in seconds, then stopped. As the line tightened again I
struck and was pleased, to feel a really determined thump thump at the other emd., Twc
or three minutes later my first eel of °|9 was netted. I silently said ™ Good old
Henry". At 2,30 AM I had & twitch on the same rod, The indicator rose slowly and X
struck into what seemed like a large weedbed. I drew what I thought to be a mass of
weed towards me and it appeared at my feet like a large log. A Pike, which, after a
spirited fight weighed in at 161bs 11oz. ;

At first light' I weighed and measured my eel. 31b 1loz - 36" long with a girth
of 8%". My personal bekt from the water. What a start?® The next session was & blank.
No Perch were availsble but one of my group members had taken a small eel on sweet
corn, 80, for wy next session, I put out two rudd and two eel siteaks. At 9,30pm I had
a very fast run on &n eel bait., This proved to be an eel of 31b 8oz - 364" x 8%,

Two 31b + eold in three sessions - I couldn't believe ii. No cone to my
knowledge had experiented msuccess like thie before at this venue. During the next few
. weeks I took two smaller eels at 21b 7oz and 1lb 1oz on perch baits., I, at this stege,
fished solely with eel' stesks if they were available, My persitence really paid off
at last after several more blanks., I arrived at the water and decided to fish a
completely different area than before. This was & shallow bay sbout 50yds across and
80 yds long. It had a heavy growth of weed close in but little further theén about 4yds.
There were several large beds of rushes to my left and ‘a connection channel to my
right. This leads to the large bay I had fished previously.

Four eel steaks were cast out fanwise around my position approx; 15 yds out
from the bank., All remhined peaceful for some while, myself being the only angler for
% mile or so. The rod bn my left suddenly shook - no sound coming from the alarm. The
alara started to sing,' sort of as an afterthought I suppose., After taking ten. yards
of line the eel stoppsii and stayed still for, perhaps, one minute. As it started to
move off agein I struck. All hell broke loose, and the rod which many of my carp
fishing friends call a ‘snooker cue'{David Walker for one) was transformed into o
very inferior wand. That eel tcok off at an amazing speed and crashed through a bed
of rushes over to the left. "Oh dear™, or words to that effect, I whispered. To my
amazement and relief the eel, when encouraged by a2 hefty pull from me, came back the
same way es it went. It never sven bent over a single reed.Two more half hearted rums
and a-lot of back~peddling later and I had it over the net. Disaster - the eel ourled



L N T Ty,
tosire e WY

00 L Ry e

O
o= 3 R Y : 3
© ¢ WINTER PIKING ON CASFLE WATERS : ,.,'f.'



Its ta1l around the cord at the frort of the landing net and promptly threw itself
three feet in the sir, This time, I pulled its head up over the spreader block and
in he went with no further trouble. I carried the net up the bank some way and
unhooked the trace. I then unfolded the net to look at ny prize. I got the eel into
ghe weighing bag with ? struggle and the pointer went round to 51b doz.

§ I do now know exazctly how a footballer feecls when his team takes the world Cup.
The eel was 394™ in length and 9#* in girth. Since that time I have only had one more
¢el of 21b 8oz from Castle Waters. This was nmy first season using perch and eel steaks
Qnﬂ although the eels were not prelifie the average size is way above that of other
geasons. I can herdly wait until next summer? :

; My gucosss, I think, Is largely due to the help which Henry gave me, and I will
glways be grateinl. Surely that is what the N.A.C. is all about, and the proof of the
Qudding was moat certainly in the eating.
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| _LEVIATHAN, _ By_Tony Hollerbagh,
Leylathan - the very word conjures up pictures in my mind of a gigantic eel, a really
expeptional fisk which exceeds &ll my wildest dreams - or does it ? Thinking about 1%,

is it really beyoud ny wildast dreams ? Or yours for that matter. Yet, if it is

really within cur reach/why hove not more of us caught big eels ? What is it that we

arp doing, or rather, not doing, thai #ill catch big eels. How I am going to stir it
with my next sentence. I believe that anyome can catich a big eel. I base this on uy
observation in the angling press etc over the last few years. I mean, how many times !
baye you read or heard this. ™ I was not fishing for eels, but carp(or breas) ® These |
notified eels are usually in the range from five to eight pounds or so. Even the present
repord eel(God help us) was taken by, I belisve, a carp angler. Blimey, the thouwght of

a garp angler landing an 11.2 esl makes me positively quiver with anger. IT SHOULD

HAYZ FALLEN TO ONE OF US! That is what this piece is about. Why are so many large eels
landed by non eel anglers, Alright, we will call them accident eels, but that is hardly '
the point. Acciden’ or not,thase eels are being landed, and NOT by us. So why not ?

: QOver the past few years my largest eel went 6.4 with two of 5+ and five over four,
Good compared with seme; perhaps but Honestly speaking for myself, more and more nowadays '
I £ind I'm analising my tackle and methods to find out what is wrong. You see, my aim,
and I believe it to be ihe aim of most of you, is to ocatch big eels, consisiently. Just
how do we get into it CONSISTENTLY as & group. Thats the key word. CONSISTENCY, I would
like to take several poinits in turn in an attempt to find some pointers to the capture
of' big eels Consistently. There, that word egain. S Rl
1. CHOICE OF WATER, On, the face of it, big eels exist in quite a few different types
of' water. Most of my eels of four pounds end over came from the river Great Guse, thougr
probably this was because that water recieved my most intensive efforts, Second comes
Clay or gravel piis, notably BRA lake, which has given me a 435% eel ~ much to Brians
diggust at the time and Newnham lake which yielded my best eel at 6:4. Areas of lime-
stone and chalk which have lakes all produce big eels and they have one thing in
common, and that is an abundance of food, be it fry or other food items, Gther pointers
nay be easy access for small eels but non existent exit for larger eels. So we have two
points to comsider thers. What else ? Well, litile or no competition for food would
ceptainly help. Good pointers would be RELIABLE reports of eels coming from s water.

If you have taken them yourself so much the better: Heving chosen your water what mext.

. Well, the mext thing to consider is the choice of swim, Swims come like waters, in
several different types, so which one to lcok for in our chosen water ? Do we go for
intensively weedy swims: or snaggy ones, or bordering reeds or even in clear open water,
Far out, or near to the bank ? All these types produce big eels in different waters,
so this should perhaps be one of our foremost problems - the choice of a big eel swim.
speaking for myself, I like to have a looksee beforehand, although I generally seem to
go for swims on the border of snags, reeds or weeds etc. Perhaps that is where I go

Trange.
2, CHOICE OF BAITS. Well, choice of bait is certainly a key, to my way of thinking.



As I said in a previous article, EELS ARE INDIVIDUALS, so choice of bait is of some
paramount importance. If you get that wrong, all olse counts for nothing. Pind out, il

you: can, which baits take eels in that water, and where. What natural food is present,
( Ty using it) and again, where. ’ . RS

3. TACKLE SPTRENGEH- HOOK SIZE , DRAG. All these do, I believe, comtribute greatly te
success or failure in big eel capture. For example, a reslly beefy rod coupled with &
heavy line do hardly aill consistent captures. The force required to move a heavy line,
say one of 151b, has to. be meen to be believed. The same applies to hooks. Even the
dumbest of eols must surely notice that large plece of metal involved in a size 1 or 1/0
hook, Even 2,4 or 6 must be noticeable to some extent. Whether the eel ahooses %o ignore
thie in some iustences is open to debeke, or does iis graed/hunger tske over and cancel |
out: much of its warning iastinct. But heavy teckle and large hooks must be cause of a
number of sbortive rume; — and how many of thoss are due o large eels ¢ :
3 As to traces, well. I have not used thew for sowe two years now and have only had
one.break (due 0 a Jack pike). I used o be a strong advocate of traces but have found
that since doing away with them my standard has improved greatly. At the same time, I
lowered my line strength to = maximum of ten pounds. Whether I would have caught the
samg if I had remained HEAVY I do not know, but I doubt it. To sum up. My case for the
consistent catching of large sels lies in & never ending search for clues as to what
- will or will not catch a big eel. Please give it some thought(write an article) and who

knoys, the ANGUILLA CLUB will get the LEVIATHAN it deserves. Cheers. . TONY.H.
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HANDS OFF THE BOTTOM -~ THE EELS ARE ELSEVWERRE, A.Jd.Sutten.
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- Late last winter and through the Close Season we had a lively and interesting discussion
going fellowing my article. That article carried the title "Hoonlight Eel Fishing® At
that time I felt strongly that our lsck of success in catching eels when the moon wes
evident bore sirongly from the idea that the eels would, under those conditions, be
seeking their prey near to or actually at the surface. I was working on information
recgived by me waich fully supported that surmise. I was intent on doing a lot of eel
Tishing with my baits well away from the bvottom Quring the summer of 1979, and I went
to zome lemgths Yo compose s list of those nights when the moon would, given a clear
sky, shine down seremely on those waters I intended to fish, There seemed to be all tco
few:suech nights falling at weeckends, so I even plamned my holidayes to coineide with
such periods and was intent on making the most of what there wes.

. Ky sesson got off to ite usual slow atart with zome four nighte fishing with
Dave Holman on the neres yielding nothing at all. Wo did teke some first class perch,
but ‘that was & bouus which I didnt seck. On arrival hack in London, I travelled cut io
the West of London water I had planned to fish, I knew for certain that the water held
esle for Alan Hawking, Jeve Ball and I hed already %aken them to just over three pounds
during some illegal night fishing thers. Now night fishing was being allowed for the
firat time, and I could, hardly contain my excitement. Yet several nighte fishing btaiis
in normal feshion{on the bottom} produced nething at all, ¥y son did take one miserably
small epeoimen on 2 lobworm which wes at least az large as the eel itself. He was
delighted, but I suddenly realised that I had a problem. Xy usual excuse has been that
the:eel population is so low that I could hardly expect to score every time, or even
every fourth or fifth time. But here was I, on a water which I knew for certain held a
very fair head of eels, and still I conldn't cateh one. Mot even a bootlace. Here was a
water where even o complete fool should be able to take a few decent eels, end X wes
catching nothing. So demperate, my son and I spent the following weeckend on an adjacemt
watér after Hemch. We were rewarded with fish of 8lbs and 61b 1les, the larger one
being by far my best ever. My son thought that wes really easy, but I knew better. I
knew from past sxperience that we could possibly fish for another two season on thay
sam¢ water without a fish of any description. So we turned again to that firat water,
and. the eels - I hoped..

il
8



I do not lmow why I clected to fish one bait on float tackle with ' %
below the smurface, for the night was as dark as any I have known, Eg: ?ai:dfoggdt::afeee
mighty glad that I did so. We had meven good runs that weekend, all en the float tackle
while the bottonm fished gear continued its undisturbed vigii. We took two fair sized
eels and completely missed five other really good runs. I was Eo busy dealing with runs
and: rebaiting etc that I peid no heed to the fact that the eels were obviously feeding
uull away from the bottom in complete darkness. Later, the following week, I did give

it aome thought. But I decided thet it was Just ‘one of %those things’ which bear no

explanation. More interssting was the knowledge that we had two weekends co
the moon would be * juat about right °. ming up when

; And so it was. Just about what I hed prayed for. One could have read the small
print in the Angling Times, or any other comic. At least that is how it wae on the
first of the two ®likely' weekends., But alas, no eels. Not even a single twitch, I
forget what I thought about all that weck. True, we had tried a completely unknown and
somewhat shallow pitch, snd I may have overlocked something, The following weekend I
would fish with both baits off the botitom. All ny egge in one basket. That weekend
found very low thick clowd seureying across the sky before a fairly hefty breeze from
the. South. Not what I had in mind at all, not for any sort of angling, But with a
gomewhat heavy heart ( and persuvaded by my son ) I set out for what must surely be

yez_another blank. 5o despondent was I that on arrival at the water I set up only one
rod.

It was hardly dark, and with HO MOON, when we had the first run and was rewarded
with an eel of just over four pounds, The very first FOUR my son had seen. I dont kmow
which of us was the more excited, but I seon had the second rod up snd baited. I had W0
alter the taskle, for the wind cn the water was playing hevoc with the flcat gear.

I resorted o a modified version of that rig illustrated by Steve Hope, using one of
Arthur Smithe excellient pike floats. It worked well, and I have used no other outfit
ainge then . We put two other first claes sels on the bank that same night. I felt
mighty plessed with myself, my pleesure being tempered only by young Michael reminding
re that 1t was he who fmlked me into coming st all.

- The following weekend we grassed yet another FOUR pounder and missed countlesz
really fast runs, We could hardly wait to go egain, but when we did attempt the trip *
we had to twrn back becsuse ¢f the traffic. Anyome having experience of the North
Circuler Rosd must kunow how bad it can be on a Pridey or Saturday evening under normal
ciroumetances, -~ buk when their are road works as woll? § ¢

We didn®t go e that venue again during the summer, only recently on a pike +r*_
(blpuk as usual}. Instead, I durned my attention to Stanstead Abbotts which is rather
nearer home. I had intended 4o give that water s full seasons rest from esl fishing, bul
with our new found success with baite off the bottom I thought it might just be worth
a try. I suffered the usual blank sessions there, to be expectad because of ths low
eel: population(I believe), Then I cenght the whopper of Tib 1oz - Tlbs of fighting
fury. I must admit that thiz fish wes %aken on & bottom fished bait with normsl tackle.
Stanstead yielded two more fish %o me on baits fished only 24" deep. Incidentally, the
Tib eel had s mark near the upper pert of its dorsal fin as though it had once been
tagged. I womnder. ¥ ~ ‘

o Suffice to say that I vow know very much more about fishing baits off the botiem
than I did one year ago. I should mention the fact that sround the time we discovered
that it was the darker nights which produced eels to midwater baits, Henry Hansen and
Steve Hope wore discovering exactly the same iliing, and telephored to tell me. Henry
wrote to say that rvms on a single rod fishing s bait a mattsr of inches deep
outnumbered runs on four other rode fishing bottom baits by as much as seven or eighi
t0 .one. They oo had found the rume difficult to conmeot with, as had we.

- It remaing & fact of 1ife thai ecels will feed mear to or at the surfaoce, and very
near to the bank - BUT HOT, it seems, when there im a uwcon. I do not know how to rel-"
my own experience, or Henry and Steves, with thoss of the Norfolk angler I fold you of.
Maybe s clearer pattern will emerge before too long.

There is much. to learn, snd certsinly some problems to sclve. Nolt least of which
iz how to cenvert s greater proportion of the rums into eels on the bank. I cannot, at
thias stage, suggest s scluticn. Hulti beok tackles appear not o work very wsll. But



when more of our members are convin.esd enough %o +try these n
} _ g ew methods fi
we shall undoubtedly start to learn at a quicker pace. iy

. Meanwhile, I have developed another theory as to why eels should *
surface to foed (bearing in mind that my Moonlight tha:gy 38 43Ot 16 Lacen)s Pphanlll
believe that under certain conditions the eels seek the warmer sitrate of water in
which to feed, although' they will be deterred by & bright moon. Jim Gibbinson onee
wrote, in our Bulletin, that eels are negatively phototrophic or, more simply, that

they are(generally speaking) put off feeding by s bright moon and al
RARELY during the hours of daylight. Eigh s0 caught ONLY

, After a normal summers dey, the warer strata of water will be at or near o the i
surfaoce. As summer lengthens into Autumn that becores increasingly true. It wss oartainlj
S0, when I recently caught a Hovewber eel weighing 31b 20z on a bait only 24" desp. The

. Yemperature of the water at time of capiure was four degrees warme
than it was at the boktom. , gre r at a depth of 24"

" That ocould possibly explain the capture of so many good eels by early winter pike
anglers, for such eels are invariably taken eff the botiom. It might alse point the
way to future eel fishing, for we should consider the evidence whioh suggests that we
might profitably extend our eel fishing into November(snd perhaps later ?)

_ ! Lastly, dare 1 suggest that we must do &ll we can in order to Iearn more of the
, movements of the eel, the most unseen of all fish. Later on X will have something to
tell of my plans for next summer and sutumns eel fishing. But not bafore I've had my
Christmas dimner - aund I bope that you all emjoy yours.

***é*'ﬁ%%%*%%i%*%%***ﬁ*%

LUCKYSTOSE LAKE Bo 1._

By Andy ldster. _
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The 1976~T9 season was, for me, a complede feilurs. Andnot only from an eel fishing
point of view, consequently by the end of March I hed elready decided thai omn ne accoun’!
was the 79-80 seamon going to be as dismsl. It may secem sirange ¥o suyone living entaica!
uy ares, bni aromnd here sels are virtuslly non existent and the nesrest sel fishing I
had was tweriy five miles away ot Belvoir Castle, Unfortunately. due to the efforis

of commercisl netsmen, that venue is no more, Before thet water wes netted, X could
almost guarantee a 31b eel per session. Three completely blank gession since the water
was netted convincsd me. that I had to look slsewkere, iz ordar tc got some deeent eel
fishinso {

For sny member en the look-out for new water the first thin to do is to buy
severel orduance survey meps covering your aves. Try to pick out a few suitable looking
waters, taking into account inlets and outlets and distance from known eel populations |
together with rivers and cenale etc, The very first nmove is to £ill the car with petrol
jump in go and search for these waters. During the Tirst week im April I drove alnost
three hundred miles to look at about eight different waters. After visiting them and
collecting all relevent information regarding rules, ownership, regulatlona end possible
potentiel I reduced the number of possibles %o twe, end finslly plcked one on which o
mike a start. let me say here that if you foray a particular water never be put off by
anything or anyone. I wrote numerous lejters and made helf & dozen felsphone calls ‘o
various people in different parte of the couniry and eventually my persimbénse paid eff.

2 Unfortunately, close season fishing was nod allowad so it was not until the end
‘of June that I sterted to fish at Luckystone Lake No T . This was later than I would
have preferred, but for the first two weeks af the season 1 simply cannet drag myself
away from the tench fishing. However, one tench of 531b convinced me that ¥ would do
no worse eel fishing. Returning home, the first job was to colleot a fow gudgeon from
my local river. Bait catching %o me i nothing but a dreary chore. Howsver, this t..,
was & real bonus when, what I had decided was to be my last ball was plucked from the
waters surface by & 31b 100z brownie. Hell, what a fight! That evening I drove the
£ifty or so miles to what is now my nearest eel fishing, I think the most exciting
agpect of fishing a new water is the alr of mystery surrounding i%.



Luckystone Lake covera about forty acres, I would guess. Unfortunately I arrived late
in the evening and consequently I simply picked a swim, set up four rods, and fished
through the night until mid morning. Dawn arrived without so much a8 a flicker on any
ingieator. Considering it was supposed to be the best time of the year and that the
night had been both still and warm, I began Yo think thet I had chosen the wrong water,
An"hour or so after dawn one of the gudgeon dead baits moved off. The run wag typlical
of a pike and, sure encugh 21b or so of pike was soon having s size two gold sirike
extracted from 1ts jaws. Another mimilar sized pike was lost a little later onm as I
tried to ewing it onio the bank. The rest of thai morning was spent sleeping in
preperation for the following nights attecik, During the afternoon I had a good look
round the place a plumygd the depth. I discovered that my previous nights fishing was
in about 25£% of water,’ crystsl clear and weed free exocept for s few pieces of
potamogdbon o Thinking that depih was probably deveid of suitsble food items I decided
to drag my gear around to the adjacent bank and fish through the nifat with three rods.
Thé afternoons plumbing had revealed between 2 and 5 feet of water ny chosen aréa,
and with plenty of weed growth. As dusk arrived a dead gudgeon was cast out on pator-
noster gear about S0yds from the bauk. Likewise, three lobworms on another rod with
the third rod beeing freslined.

Compared to the pravious night, the weather was uncomfortable, to Bay the least,
A moderate wind was blowing into my face, which I recall brough a little rain later.
Now I don®% knew about anyone else but I never use buzzers nowadays of any sort except
for zander fishing at night. With eel fishing I like to see the run start and I try to
understand exacily what the ecl is doing with the bailt. This can be important at times,
especially when one is using dead bait. My set-up is as followss:- A hete light elip is
atteched to the line between the butt ring or the second ring snd the front rod rest.
The space is uwsually abput 4 - 5 inches(sec diagram). This way, it can blow about very
little if conditione betome a little hairy. Another obvious point, I never sleep while
eel fishing. Surely, if' you wait ull week %o go eel fishing, it should not be toe hard
%o ‘stay awake for what is usually only five or siz hours of darkness. Actually in By
case it is probably a bit eapier than for most - I usually fish slone and consequently
don't relex the same as if I were ir the company of two or three others. With this
method, you can hoih watoh and listen without having to concetrate too hard on- either.

,
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Rear :
Beda - lignt olip tied to I4ig™

rear red rest and pulle .
fairly tight. | B
Anyway, back to the night in guestion, At around midnight, with waves lapping in at wy
feot, the beta light on the legersd gndgeon twitoched up an’inch or two, pulled tight
and fell to the ground. Judging by the noise made by the silver foil abont 2° of line
was taken. Then it stopped for about five seconds before moving off again, whereapon
I struok o feel a very sclid resistance about 50 yd= oui. Because of the thick weed
I did& not dare to give any line, and bit by bit a very reluctant cel was brought o the
bank and netted. At first I thought "well its a big three" and on eloser inspection I
decided that it was a fair sized Four. Pinally, the scales proved me wrong when they
plunged down o regisker 51lb 6oz ~ an ounce better then ry previcus best. The rest of
the:night, although I fished on, it was a little half hearted I must admit.

© A few photographs were taken during the following morning by & young lad ¥ had
noticed walking along the uearby voad, and then I started o pack up hardly able to
believe that my first eel on a mew water had clocked in at that size. I had almost
packed when the bailiffs wife srrived and asked what I was doing here(I had not met the
bailiff at that $ime). I showed her the permit and casually asked how many permit
holders there were, I thought she was joking when ehe replied "Four®,



Taree days later and full of anticipatiorn I was back again, This time another hard
fight with a liphooked eel of 41b 430z was the result of one run on legered lobworms,
The following Sunday, even with having to work im the morning I had to give it another
session. Nothing happened uatil about 2,00 am, when the indicator dropped off the
lobworm rod (again legored). A quick strike was met with very solid resistance and I
could feel the cork handle bending under my aym, Suddenly, the wod tip lunged down
taking the reel handle from ny fingers and causing the reel to 8pin backwards. Seconds
later all went sleck - the line having been broken about 2-3 inches from the hook.

. Although I had several more sessions fishing other parta of the water I aid not
experience another run, Unfortunately, I also got diverted onto another water{not for
eels) and wasted a month of the summer season., If only I had had more time aveilable I
feel that my results on Tuckystone would have been greatly inecreased,

. A few details of the water in order for you to compare it with your own water..
The water is roughly 40 acres in extent with various depths on different banks from.
two feet to twonty five feet and very heavily weeded in the shallower water, the area
which produced the rums, Crystal olear water, alive with freshwater shrinps. Although
a very old water it appears to have very few fish in it. The only other fish I saw are
what appeared to be recach fry, several hundred of them, Never did I see a fish roll
at dawn or dusk and not once did I have trouble with any other fish, -except that pike,
A most unusual water, to say the least.

Since I starbed to write this article, one of my local waters, Nanpanton Reservoir
has been completely drained and, just %o give an example of my local eel population
I thought I might mention that the total number of eels in that water congisted of a
single fish of about Hrlbs. Not bad considering that three years sgo I put three
eels of similar size in the water that I had taken elsewhsre. .

Two years ago I had about half a dozen sessions at Nanpanton Res and the first
segeion resulted in one missed run that I am convinced came from an eel. Susequent
trips that year yielded nothing snd this season the ome trip I had there was the same.
Last week I spoke to the water authority men who removed the fish before it was empty
and besides the one sel, the only other fish in the place were hundreds of small roach
and & few.smell perch, half a dogzen double figure pike, one solitary 201b + leather
~carp and an 11lb Brownie! )

Thankyon Andy. Your article arrived only in the nick of time as I was about to post off

the material to Terry, so pleass excuse any mistakes. I would like o see what you
achieve at Imckysione No 1 in 1980, '

*****.*****%*********‘I‘**_

i
i



()

To the editor of the
Monthly Bulletin. N.A.C.
Mr.R.Baczyk
bg,Ayres Drive,
Stanground,
Peterborough,
PEB"&JS.
Tele; (0733) 45909.

I would like to thank the committee for accepting my application as a provisional
- member.Andto tell you that I*11 be doing whatever is expected of me as a member.
As so stated in the letter which accompenied the application form to be a membexr
of the NsA.C.,we are expected to contribute to the monthly bulletin.l'm putting
my fingers to the keys hopeing that the following articles provide something for
- your bulletin. :
e At the A.GoMognot so long ago,at which I was present,I was very
intrigued by all that was said.By meeting other members,I was able to sum up
that it wasn't a looney bin,as many outsiders reckon it to besAlthough T didn't
think it was in the first placecFirst impressions to any outsider,wishing %o join
the NeA.Co can be a little frightening,whereas many other clubs I know of,subject
new members to the so called "treatment".However I saw thet you were all intelligent
 people,who knew what they were deing and talking about.That's why I'm about to ask
for your help.
, Regarding my eel fishing,which starts for me from mid-April to the
endd of September.My problem seem's that I cen't catch any notable size eels,
To date after three years serious eel fishing,I've only produced two 2 1b plus eels
< and both of them have been caught this summer.Whst I would like is advice on my
- appraach and tactics.Brian Crewford,whom I fish with,offers me good advice on -
certain aspects,but it seems that neither of us at the moment are having any luck,
. My fishing for eels is somewhat restricted to the Peterborough aresa,
as I have to rely on Brian for transport.l prefer to fish wy local bricks pits,
which has enormous potential for eels and other fish,with the exception of geame
fish and Zander.
P One pit in particular I like fishing is called L.B.1. otherwise known
- as "Butlers".I've fished L.B.1. now for three years and as mentioned above I've
~only caught two 2 1b plus eels,although reports from the local SUB AQUA CLUB,tedl
me that many much largerd eels have been sighted and hand caught.However my problem
it seems that I can't catch’em.l've tried many tactics,but always resort to be
going back to the paternoster,as this method hag alvays provided me with some resulthd
I've tried freeline,suspended baite off the bottom and even float-fishing.But as
before they hardly provided me with any specific results.I suppose condensing all
the methods mentioned aboveyshould pay off as a suitable tactic to fish L.B.1.
Another point that comes to mind are the baits I use.99% of the time:
I fish for eels I would use spratits.The main reason why I use apratts more than
any other available bait,is that the spratt gives off a excessive amount of it's
own oils after it has been cut up for presentation on the hook.I believe is a
very potent attraction for eels to home in on.Further potency may be added by
injecting the spratt,with more amounts of oilysuch as cocking or vegetable.
Another point of the usefulneas of thie bait is their softness,although some
critism may arise from it.The only difficulty in using this bait,is that they
tend to fly off your hook on long casys.I've come to the conclusion{this is only
theory)that by applyibg P.V.A. strips around the fish and hook,the P.Ve.A. will act
as shock absorbers.On -reaching the water the P.V.A. will begin to dissolve and the
bait should be firmly hooked awaiting a eel to come over and commit tempory suicide
All this mey sound as if I'm tending to cppose and at the same time
be in favour of my tactics and beliefs.But please note that I'm always open to
suggestions.I may be not as good or as experienced as the other members,but I hope
that oneday I will,

(continued on following page, lower part,Rd)
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me the PéRtQ‘IO

: As the new P,R.O. I am looking %o all of you to help me make this job a
satisfying one. If I have some co~operation from the members I think that I will be
able to contribute 2 great deal to the N,A.C.

It is of little use having s P.R.0. if members ignore him inssmuch as they do
not send him information regarding catches(not only of eels) for him to pass on to
the angling Press, So please, if you catch something that you feel will be worth
reporting, send me details together with a Black/®White negative if possible, and I will
forward it to the relevant people with all the detalls supplied,

. Any articles you may have written will be dealt with similarly, Publicity will
not harm the Club and if you do send your material direct 4o the Press, please gilve
the Club a mention, Ag Brian said at our AsGolo; the NAC 18 & well respected body and
letting others know that we are alive and active will bode only good for us.,

: I% is up to you. I am but s phome call away, s¢ please do help me meke e puccess
of this job

{signed) A.Mitchell.

From the Membership Secretary.

- Im a‘letter to myself and other members of the Committee, Tony Hollerbach
outlined the epproach he will be taking with regard to new spplications for membership, .
Tony has quite obviously been doing his homework for he quotes figures relating to how
many have applied in the past few years, how many do not return forums sent to thenm,
how very great is the turnover of members in the Club etc, .

- The approach Tony is intending will serve to *Rouble Check® each applicent with
a view to arriving at 2 more stable membership over the next few years,

- However, both ¢i the above letters zerve to show that our two new officors are
already active and that they hoth memn 4o get on with the job in hand on your behslf,
o A R L

(Continued from previcus page)

If there are any obliging members eut there who san give ne a few tips I would be i y
grateful. Eel fishing isn't just setting up e rod and then cagting out any old bait and
Just waiting for a bite, iz it ¢ Thers is preperetion snd a sense of doing everything
right, so that the odde are reduced tc s successful eel session. _

Thonkyoi,

Richard Paczyk. (Psterboreugh)
# KM R RR OB R E WL W R BB R K R

I wish to extomd my thenks to sll those of you who wrobe following the A.G.M. +o 88y
how very much you enjoyzd ‘he meeting. Many of you alss spoks of the faith you have
in the Clubs future, Well, I san tell you that we srve well and truly sctive and that
you will be mesing and hearing much more during 1980 then you dididering 1979, Thanke
for the letters. My posiman has breathed a sigh of relief, lmowing that ho fs not,
after all, t¢ be made redundant. Ed.



The following is a letter from our F.R.C to Newille Fickling of the N,A.S5.Ge

Neville Pickling Esq

49 Enighiton Fields Romd W
Leicester

Leica,

Dear Neville,

Blesne @ou_:’td you imclude this newsletter in your letter page of *Coarse
Plisherman®,

The §.A.C. held its A.G.M. on the 4th of November, The attendance was quite kigh
considering the appalling weather, with some 70% of members present.

The list of Officers for the 79/80 semson is as followss-

Chairman (Club Analyst) Brian Crawford.
~ President and Editor Arthur Sutton.
Gen Secretary Perry Jefferson,
Tressurer Ermie (rme,
Memborship Seoretary Tony Hollerbach.
Press Release Officer Alsn Mitchell.

The following were the recipienta of the Clubs trophies for 1979:-
{

i

Arthar Sutton . Beat eel -~ Tib oz
Andy Lister - Best eel caught om Club trip - 31b
Arthur Satton Nigel Jeyes Memorigl Cup

This oup was awarded for contributing
#a much for and om behalf of the Club
. during his membershiyp.

i
As we have ever the years accumulated vast quantities of dats, 1t has been descided
to purchase & small computor. With this, we will be able to condense this information
for easier referance.

Finally, it was agreed at the meeting that the Club as a whole would once again give
its total support to the NASG. Hopefully, this will prove a benefieial slliance to
both parties. :

Signed - Alen Mitchell. B.R.O.

5 Manston Way.
Hewtings,
Bast Sussex. TN34 278,





