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EDITORIAL

Well, herc we arc again, on the verge of a new scason's ccl fishing. Once
agoein, thosc of us with access to closc scason fishing will be about to
meke a start, if onc has not been made alrcady. As was the casc in 1975,
my scason is starting with Baster, the only differcncc, of coursc, being
the fact thot Daster is some four wecks later this yecar. So, with any luck
I shall not be subjccted to the arctic conditions which will make Easter
1975 memorablc through their prominence, Furthermorc, I'm not going to
risk the alpinc conditions of North Wales. Let's face it, Bala can bc damn
cold in thc summer, so going therc now is asking for trouble.

Where, onc may ask, can you be fairly ccrtain of being rcasonably werm at
this timc of year and stand a rcasonable chance of landing a few genuine
Anguillas? Well, the metcorologists tcll us that our mild climatc is
attributable to the warm waters of the Gulf Strcam washing our westcern
shorcs. Whore clsc than the ncarcst point to the Gulf Strcam? The logical
place to go, then, is the west country, ic Cornwall.

Yes, our intrepid band of west country warriors will wander down that way
again in a few wecks time (though by the time you're rcading this, wc might
well have been and come back!). Ycs, in the company of Kev "Dinsdale" and
Bob "Wino" agnin, I hopc to get this scason off to a rather morc successful
start thon the previous - you may rceall that my Tioz Bala monster was not
only thc biggest cel I caught for four months, but also thce only ccl I
caught! But our wostward venturcs will not be unaccompanicd. We arc now
fortunate in having a resident in the arca in the inguilla Club, Derck
Minards, and Bob and I will look forward to rcncwing our fricndship with
him, and thc cntirc south coast contigent will also be coming along, not

to mention my constant companion of many a blank, cheif cook and bottlc
washer, tca maker suprome and the finest bloke to sharc an uncventful blank
with — cos hc never gets up tight even when I hook and land the fish he
hooked and lost previously (I deliberatcly let it get away because its so
small, hc said) - young Arthur Sutton. Yes, its quite a little NAC mini
trip. Poor Derck docsn't know what's going to hit him - though as you
read, he may! No doubt onec of the band will submit a small offering for
publication in thc May issuc, and that will probably be full of lics and
inuendos about yours' truly.

The Bulletin is having morc than its fair sharc of controversy of latc; not
that that is a bad thing. Far from it. It shows '@t our members 4 in

fact rcad what their fellows have to say and arc willing to voice their own
vicws: a surc sign of a healthy Club. The rcal focal point for this
controversy is Kevin's idoas as proposed in his article on Twilight (13.1).

It has certainly causcd somcthing of A stir with valid arguments being put
forward by both camps, and the debatc is far from over: many people have

made no comment and I am positive that they have an idea. They too should
voice their opinion. Well donc, Kov, you've certainly stirred up the thoughts
of many.

I am a littlc disappointed that no-onc has riscen to the challenge put
forward by Alan Hawkins. I'm surc his articlc (13.2) is worthy of a reply
and I think it should comc from someenc other than me. Similarly, the
rocent article on livebaiting for ccls that appearcd in "idngling" hes
prompted Nigel Jeyes to make a comment. Perhaps somcone clsc has somcthing
to say on the matter. So, Over to you.

DAVID SiOTH.



THE LAK® BALA PUZZLE
By Alan Hawkins.

Few convincing theories have been advanced for dire lack of eels at Bala in
the superb warm weather of last summer's trip. In fact, the only plausible
explanation so far advanced is that the disturbance by the anglers and
tourists around the lake edge put fish off the feed, or drove them into more
remote areas. However, there was plenty of activity from fish other than
ecels in our swims, and if we accept the disturbance theory, we have to
assume that it applies to eels and nothing else.

Recently another explanation has occurred to me, in terms of dissolved
oxygen in the water. We are all familiar with the idea that large deep lakes
tend to become stratified during the summer, with a layer of warm water
overlying a layer of cold dense woter underneath., The calmer the weather,
and the higher the tmperature, the more pronounced this effect becomes.

What is less familiar is the idea that dissolved oxygen content can show a
similar sort of stratification, and that, in some circumstances, oxygen

can be present only in the warm upper layeTs.

What happens is this. During the spring and summer, the tiny algae and
animals collectively forming the plankton, reach a maximum of growth. Many
of us are familiar with, for example, the water bloom of algae at places
like Whitemere. Such small creatures have only short life cycles, often
only a few days, and when they die, they sink. And as they sink, they
decay and use up the oxygen. Now, if the lake is thermally stratified,
only the top layer of warm water is aerated, and only the top layer can
renew its oxygen, either by wind action, or by the ectivities of the plant
1ife in it. But in the deep cold layer, the decaying organisms use up
oxygen with no way of replacing it until the winter comes, and the water is
mixed throughout its depth. In many lakes, therefore, there is a period
during the summer when the deeper . r ig not only colder than the topj it
is also stagnant. No fish can survive there, not even eels. Only the
midge larvac eke out an existence, and cven they go into a period of
summer starvation, since they cannot eat {the "rain" of dead planikton
without oxygen to help digest it.

The question is, could such conditions occur at Bala? And if they did,

at what depth would oxygen become too low to support fish? This is a
difficult question, because the tendency for summer stagnation in a lake of
this form depends on its productivity. In other words, the bigger the crop
of plankton there is, the more dead bodies there will be to deoxygenate the
depths. Now, I would not class Bala as a particularly productive lake under
normal conditions. The concentrations of dissolved minerals are not, I
think, high enough to bring it into the productivity class of water such

as the Shropshire meres. On the other hand, it is by no means as barren

as many remote mountain lakes, and my estimation is that it is now in the
middle, between the very unproductive Oligotrophic lakes and the productive
Futrophic type of lake. Also, I suspect, the nutrient content is now
increasing because of man's activities in the area; agricultural fertilisers,
domestic sewrage, etc., all increase water fortility. Thousands of tourists
can only increase the productivity of a lake like Bala.

The other part of the problem is that the crop of plankton produced is not
only governed by the mineral elements present in the water; it is also

governed by the weather, In stormy, cool conditions, growth will be slow,
and the lake my not use up all available nutricents, possibly keeping some
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in store for next year. Conversely, in warm, settled conditions, growth
will be very fact, and last summer was ideal in this respect. Thus, if
the mineral status of Bala is high enough to produce a de-oxygenating crop
of plankton, last summer is when it would have occurred. As a pointer to
this, everyone who swAam in the lake last summer noted how cloudy the water
was. I looked at this and noted a lot of planktonic algae present, I have
to admit, however, that the possible significance did not occur to me then.

Well, if we accept for a moment that oxygen miﬁht have become unfavourabl¥
low last summer, at what depth would the drop have occurred? The answer to

this is more straightforward. Oxygen would start to fall just below the
interface between the warm upper layer and the cold water teneath: somewhere
between 20 and 30ft, at a guess., As an example of the sort of effect one
can get, the diagram on the previous page shows temperature and oxygen for

a Dari.sh lake, Lake Lsrom. You will see that temperature and oxygen content
are closely related: in August, temperature and oxygen content are closely
related, roughly constant down to a depth of five metres, then both fall
progressively towards the bottom. In Sceptember, there was an abrupt tra
transition at about 9 metres (30ft) for both. In December, both temperature
and oxygen were constant throughout,.

Hence, as a speculative thought, it could be that nearly all the fish in
Bala were occupying the upper 20-30ft when we fished it last. And where
did we fish? Mainly between 35 and 60ft!

OF PIKE AND LLLS
By Bob Pountney & Nigel Jeyes.,

On Friday 5th March 1976, whilst fishing at Cheddar Reservoir, Somerset,
Bob was spinning for Pike during mid morning and noticed in the margins
what appeared to be a dead eel. However, whilst trying to foul hook it
out of curiosity with a large spoon, the ecl swam weakly away, to be
discovered some five minutes later about fifty yards away from its original
position in the margins. Nigel netted the eel which had severe head
injuries, which, we both felt, in view of the laccrations, to be the work
of pike. In fact, most of the skin had been removed from the head which
gave it the appearance of having a white head. This eecl weighed 2:0
exactly, measured 37 x 5 and was red in colour with prominent red borders
to the fins.

Dr. "Frankenstein" Pountney, accompanied by his able assistant Mr "Crippen"
Jeyes — the erstwhile Egor - disected the fish and, although finding the
stomach and gullet devoid of all signes of prey, discovered a short length
of trace wire in the gut, but no hook. There were, however, several blood
clots and an internal gash which looked to be the work of a hook.,

Perhaps the ecel escaped a fisherman and in its injured state was attacked
by a pike. The injuries were distinctly parazllel gashes, probably caused
by the fish pulling out of the pike's maw. It was unusual in our experience
and provided an interesting high point to an otherwise blank day.

Comment: Terry Jefferson has a photograph of a pair of pike attackigg an
eel of 2 couple of pounds, and Bob Reynolds developed a 15" lure which
imitated the swimming action of an eel. -Ed.
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DAY OR NIGHT?
By David Smith.

I congratulate Tony Hollerbach for joining in on the debate regarding
twilight, (Bull. 13.2). That he has joined in is a measure of his devotion
and belief in his cause. It is, therefore, with a heavy heart that I have
to launch my attack against his argument. No hard feelings, though, Tony.

The first point raised by Tony is that twilight cannot be clearly defined.
Fair comment: but can day or night be even more clearly defined? I think
not. Let us take a practical example. 7You are fishing a long weekend. The
month is July, the date Friday 30th, and you are going to fish three nights,
je until the morning of Monday August 2nd. According to the times shovm on
the session report forms for 1975 (the times shown there are more in keeping
with actual sr and ss times than those for the coming season) will show the
night periods as followss

July 30 - 31 21.40 = 04.30 (6.50)
July 31 - Aug 1 21.40 - 05.20 (7.40)
Aug. 1 - 2 20.50 = 05.20 (8.30)

Thus, in three nights our night period has been extended by as much as 1.40
according to our paper work, 3But honecstly, is there really that much
difference? The answer, of coursc, is no., However, an eel caught at 05.00
on the first night is considered to be caught in day-time, whilst one caught
at the same time on any of the other nights (or, rather, mornings) is
considered to be taken at night! Rather ridiculous, eh? Especially when
one considers that sr on July 31 1976 is 05.22!!

For a moment, them, let's forget all about twilight and consider only day
and night. Let's define them first of all. Night, of course, is when its
daTk - an hour hour after sun—-fot to an hour before sunrise, if you like —
and day is when its light (sunrise to sunset). (There are, of course,
cxceptions to this basic rule: heavy cloud or the odd total eclipse alters,
somewhat the premise that its light during the day, and a harvest moon or
John Sidley's quartz—iodine spotlight can make night somewhat lighter than
one would noemally expect! But, let us concentrate purely and simply on the
general rules.) Because our session report forms run monthly,, we cannot
issue times of sr and ss for every day - that would make life complicated:
thus, there is only one time to seperate the periods.

What Kevin and I are suggesting, in reality, is a rationalisation of day
and night times, We can say with some certainty that during August 1976 it
will probably be dark between the hours of 21.40 - 04.30 (July's night) and
that it will probably be light between the hours of 06,05 and 19.45 (Sept.
day). This bit of speculation is borne out by sr and ss times for the whole
of August. We are, then, left with a never-never" period between each
period - 1,55 in the evening and 1.35 in the morning.

Converting this spot of speculation into actual figures, we get the following.
Throughout August, the days becoming progressively shorter, thus the :
shortest night in August is the night of Aug 1 - 23 conversely, the shortest
period of daylight is to be cxpected on Aug 31, PFor 1976, thc night of ‘
Aug 1/2 will be from one hour after ss (20.50) until one hour before sr
(05.22), ie 21.50 — 04.22. On any August night in 1975 it will be dark
between those hours. The day period for Aug 31 is sr to ss, ie, 06,11 - 19.42.
On any August day in 1976 it will be light between those hours.

The remaining "never-ncever" period is neither light nor dark throughout the
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whole of the month: at 21.00 on August 1 it will be light whilst at the
same time on the 31, it will be dark. Now, whether we like it or not, we
have a period of time that, for want of a better term, can be called
"Twilight".

As mentioned above, there are other factors that can effect the quality of
the time of day. Heavy cloud and bright moons can be notated under section
9 of the session report form, and anything qualitative rightly is included
under "Comments". Data relating to the time of day is based on fact, not
opinion, is, therefore, quantitative, and has no place in the "Comments"
column alongside such gems of scientific data as "Bloody cold!" and "Tony's
tea gave me the runs again.": no, no, no! This is technical data of value.
Our present stock of figurecs show that night is better than dey for catching
cels. If we were to show, as a result of rccording twilight, that cleax
waters have a higher rate of catch during the never-never period than at
night, isn't that a help? Won't it inspire more cvening sessions at the
right water?

This, I feel, is thc right time to introduce Brian Crawford's point about

work on this aspect having been done. It is true that there are references

to twilight in the 1970 Report. To say that becausc data and results have
already been published is, in my view, VeIry narrow minded indecd. In fact,

I will go as far as to say that it is out and out hypocracy! To extrapolate
that argument to its logical conclusion, the whole of the current rcporting
scheme is valucless, becausc it is all covercd in the 1970 Renorts if you
negate one proposal on a linc of enguiry on the grounds of it having been

done before, you negatc thc whole lot. But this is another argument altogether
and can be left for another occassion.

The other point raiscd by Brian is thc work load put on to the Club Analyst.
This is only valid in as much that it is a sad reflection on the organisation
of the Club — ic. it ceuld be interpreted as meaning we, as a Club, cannot
cope with "active" members. This is no criticism of Brian, and I would be
very sad if it was intcrpretcd as such., But it is a foact that last scason
every member, with only one cxception (and his abscnce was compensated for
by the inclusion of two non members), contributed in full to the scssion
reporting scheme. Even with the valuable assistance rendercd by our tcam

of reporting officers, there is still one heck of a lot of work for Brian

to do., But this is an administrative problem upon which we must all ponder
and discuss at the AGM this autumn.

Finally, and returning to Tony's viows once again, I find the statcment:
"Far boetter to confinc our activitics to eels and the conscrvation of same"
rather confusing. Surely our primary aim is the capturc of cels in the
most cconomical manner, and data that will asgist in the fullfillment of
that aim can only be valuablc,

WOO0DS LAKE
By Ken Goward.

Weods Lake was the scene of a great decal of the 1975 Anguilla hunting efforf:
for Chris Davy, Tcrry Jefferson and myself. Mention was made of it by Terry
jn a prcvious issuc of the Bulletin (4 Dbit of premcditated rule bending, '
Bull. 12.6) and by rcading samc you may gather that we were up against it
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from the start! Still, although only four eels were caught, they included
the 1975 Club best, a fish of 5:14 to Chris, and another 4lb+ fish to Terry.
The other two fish weighed in at 3:3 and 3:13. I, naturally, failed to land
even a bootlacec. ’ )

The water is an old gravel pit (exact age not yet established) of approx
five acres. It is situoted in the village of Corringham in South Essex.
Corringham is built on the edge of the Thames cstuary marshland of Tilbury,
Fobbing and Pitsca., The Thames (saltwator) is only onc milc away from the
water, although an oil refincry is situatcd botween the river and the lake.
The most likcly access is via a saltwatcer creck which runs within 100 yards
of the lakc, ‘

The lake itsclf is approxiamatcly cight fecct below the level of the
surrounding .land, shcer cliffs on threce sidcs and a gradual slopc on the
othor. The lake's maximum depth is around six feet, although the average im
about four. Thec bottom is obviously hard and there ig little or no weed,
cxcept for a patch of 1lily pads covering onc small corner. The only other
foaturc is a small island which just happons to be inhabited by thc most
nasty, obnoxious ducks onc is over likely to mcct. Being a match angler
dominatcd watcr, most of the swims arc basket sized cut—outs in thc slopes.
Thankfully, with carp mania rifc in our arca, SOme of the pitchcs have been
cenlarged in darkness to make room for casy night fishing. Bankside cover ‘
is limited to a few bushes and sapling willows, although trces are planicd
further back. A footpath runs right round the lakc and is morc heavily
uscd than the M.l. To adopt 2 stcalthy approach on this watcer is rather
like trying to block up the Blaclwall Tunncl with a sausagc!

Fish stocks consist moinly of goer roach and crucians. There arc also "King"
carp to a maximum of 301D (this perticular fish is cought cvery yecar and
usually weighs 29:12) but with an averagce weight of around 8lb; and brcam -
torrible slimy things wot average 11b and dcstroy carp baits with gay
abvendon, and just won't lecave wOTRMS alonc.

The big black cloud over Woods is the rulc book: rulcs drawn up by a bigot '
of an owncr. Onc only has to spcak to thc man (?) for a few minutcs and
you scc what I mcan. He told us off in no uncertzin terms for posscssing
plastic dustbins. He would not beclicve what we had them for and insisted
that we werc out to pinch his perishing carp and brecam! Only onc rod is
allowcd, although, if you bribe the baliff with 30p for a guecst ticket, a
sccond Trod can be uscd: if a gucst is with you, it's back to onc rod apiccc.
Howcver, wc have becoome cxperts in the "sparc rod hidden in thc bushes".

Finally, thcrc is the floatfishing by torchlight sct, cxcept that thesc
idiots usc cor hcadlights, hurricanc and Tillcy lomps, World War 2
scarchlights .... yOou name it! In fact, therc's little difference between
day and night, it geots soO bad somctimes: :

The thrce of us have had most of our runs on cither very small dcad-baits
or tail half DB's. The ratio of runs to hooked fish is vcry poor -
cspecially in my case!l We have cvidence that at lcast somc of the runs

arc carp. Chris had onc of about six pounds which, unfortunatcly, shed the
hook.

Anyway, that's about it. As always, any member who may wish to join us
at Woods this scason is cordially invited to do so. It's not such a bad
placc, as the boozer is but a fow yards away, there's a chip shop a
hundrcd yards or so further on, dead-baits virtually on tap, and homec is
but a fiftcen minutc drive away. What more could onc want?
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dcar Editor,

Hoving had time to rcad and digest the Spceial Report issuc of the Bulletin,
13.3, completc with the 1ist of notable ccls for 1975, I fecl I must put
the rccord straight. The list and the report crcdits me with having caught
an ccl of 4:12 from Bala Lake. Thot is not so. I have ncver caught an ccl
over four pounds in my lifec. I am sorry, Brian, if my scssion rcport
indicated an ccl of that size; I gucss I must have got my mctrics mixed up.

T would, howcver, like to add that Terry Jefferson holds the official rod
caught cel rccord for Bala Lake, with a magnificent ccl of 4:10.

Congratulations, Terry.
Yours truly,

Ernic Orme,
101, GrangcmooT,
Runcorn, Chcshirc.

Dear Editor,

Just a fow lincs to arguc further on Kovin Richmond's cxcellent article,
The Day-Night-Twilight Controversy (Buls 13.1). Ycs, Kevin, the way you put

your point over certainly made me feel inclincd to agrec with you 100%.

However, therc's been this nogging doubt in my mind which has couscd mc 1O
think long 2and hard - thinking is always painful for me! If onc were 10
read an article in Angling magoazine entitlcd "Pike Hotspots" by Martin Gay
(October 1975), some further light could be shed on the matter (oxcusc the
horrible pun!) In this article, Martin makes reference to dawn/dusk fceding
in pike, but I feel this may bc useful to apply to ccl fishing. I'11l just
quotc this passage:

npt some angle of between 18 end 26 degrecs (I am not sure which) of the
sun's roys striking the water, the light rays no longer penctrate the
surface, which presumably presumably means that it gets darker a lot quicker
beneath the surface than it scoms to we anglers, so the timoe must come when
we think we arc fishing for dusk focders but in fact any fish caught arc
actually fceding in all but pitch darkness - depth and water clarity
considered, of coursc."

Thercefore, it scoims to me that there arc just too many variables - such as
cloud cover, depth water clarity, otc. — %O jnclude Twilight on the secssion
reports. Perhaps wo should have "twilight" caught ccls as an optional part

of session rcports - still reccording 2ll ccls as cither day or night caught
on the compulsory part.

One further point. Many thonks to ATS for making me feel guilty in his
article — My Ecl Fishing for 1976 (Bul.13.2). I too tend to fish in Arthur's
1975 stylc, so, perhaps T will toke notice of his neow plans., Anywey, its

a good cxcusc not 1o make any more nocturnal tea for messrs. Smith and
Jefferson!

Cheors all,
Ken Goward,

11, Oak Greon,
Billericay, EsscX.
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Decar Editor,

I hope all of our members have had the opportunity of rcading the article
in "Angling" - Big Ecl and Livcbaits, by John Nolan, March 1976.

I personally think that it was a very worthwhilce article formulating a
perhaps not new conccpt on cel baits. It certainly rcquircs consideration
John Nolan prescnts some intcercsting cxpcericnces to strengthen his thecorys
a thecory thc NAC should rcally have originated. This tondency of cels to
take livebaits has not rcally been brought into the open before in onc
article, and capturcs over the past fow yecars certainly bear out his casce.

Pcople in gencral arc always slow to adept and adopt now ideas and I think
Nolan is clecarly throwing down the gauntlet: onc that we must pick up and
dovclop. Think about it. What have we donc in this ficld? I know of nothing.
T can't cver rcmember it being referred to in cither corrcspondencc or
conversation,.

I rcmember a fow yecars ago, passing through a phasc of ledgering live
minnows, liphookcd with small singles. Thc baits were successful. DLels
around the pound mark rcgularly took them. The problem I found woas that
when an ccl ran with the bait, it often chomped it in half, lecaving the
head, which was always rcturncd for later, and the offending fish (not
necessarily the same one) hooked. Actually, this turncd my mind towards
small half baits and the concept of livebaiting was subscquently ncglected.

In any cvent, this may inject a new topic of conversation into discussions.
I, for onc, am going to attompt 1it, and I'm surc the idca will intcrest
other mcmbers

Chcers,
Wigel Jceyces,

9A Southwoods,
Ycovil, Somse.

ALL THING3 EQUINE

By Alan Hawkins.

I am, as you all know, a kindly and well naturcd soul, not given to violent
hotred of the animal world. Indeced, I have two cats, to s2y nothing of a
wifc and two kids, nonc of whom bear any lasting morks of ill-trcatment.
But for cvery rulc therc must be an cxception, and in my casc therc is a
large (often very large) cxccption. It walks on four iron clad legs,
stands up to six fect tall, and hes a face full of nasty ycllow tcecth. No,
T am not referring to Dave Ball or Ernic Orme. My absolutec and undying
hotred is dircotcd at horscs. And they know it and rcact accordingly.

It all started when I was 14, when Nigel Frostwick's Uncle Nick, with a
peculiar glecam in his cyc, said he had just bought a pony for his daughtcr,
and would we like to ride it. We should have lnown better — Nick, old Nick
as hc was known, was a sadistic cccentric who, for cxamplc, had bcen known
to ropc up his maiden aunt and drag her round the midden attached to the
back of his landrovcr. But undauntced we sot off armed with saddle, bridle
and all sorts of bits and picces of vaguc and impondcrable utility. TUe
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arrived at thc stable, opened the top door to have a look, and out camc a
wicked looking hcad with long ycllow tccth gnashing up and down. The
dotails of how we cventually roped and saddled this cvil creaturc arc lost
in the mists of time, all I know is that it was very long and painful.

Thon came the fatcful moment when Nigel and I spun a coin for the privilege
of first ride. I lost, and so it was mc. I ascended this beast, which
immediatcly trotted purposcfully across the ficld to a barbed wirc fence
and proccecdcd to rub my right lcg up and dowm its length. In vain did 1
pull its head round through 180 degrees, it starcd me¢ full in the face with
bloodshot cycs and continued.: Only when my trouscers were in shreds, and my
lcg bleeding in scveral places did it stop. Suddenly, and without warning,
it carcecrcd off across the paddock in leaps and bounds, finally atopping

so abruptly that I dcscribed an ungainly parabola over its hcad and into a
branblce bush.

Never, since then, have I been on 2 horsgc, not cven a donkcy on thc beach.
But will they roespect my prefercnce for keeping my distance? Will they
heck! There only has to be an cquine within four miles and it thunders up,
head tossing and hooves flailing, to cat my sandwiches, trample my gear and,
if it can, give mec an corly bath. Incvitably, horscs arc arrogant beasts.
A judicious swipc with the landing net polec is cnough for the normal run of
cottlc. Wot horscs. Onc, I remember with horror, scized my 0ld canc polc
and chewed it stcadily and mecaningfully into small picces. What would have
happened next I don't knows I was busy trotting thc strcom to the far bank.

But the climox camc onc Saturday night carly in the year. Dave Ball and I
woere quictly fishing the Kennet on & pitch black night for chub and barbel.
I was perched on my chair on thc top of a stccp bank above a deep and
intcresting hole. I had alrcady pricked and lost onc fish, and was
concentrating hard on the chance of another. Suddenly, that scalp-crawling
scnsation of beoing watched at closc range by a malcvolent force., The next
momont an cnormous black, heiry hcad thrust over my right shoulder and went
HRRRUUMPHHH at five-million decibels in my right lug. Cape Kennedy would
have becen proud of my vertical takeoff, though thc brown stain on the scat
of my chair isn't typical of the avcrage rocket exhaust. hen I camc back
down to carth, back into the chair (for I had risen and foallen in an
absolutc vertical planc) a sct of powcrful tccth sank into the back of my
jacket and pullcd mc firmly over backwards. Looking up, fromed agoinst the
moon, was the head of o horrible black horsc, jaws working and saliva
drooling. Big mctal hooves were stamping up and down

Fortunately there was a distraction. A sort of strangulatcd gargling
noisc down the bank sent the beast trotting off to have a look. It was,
inovitably, Dave Ball. H2d he rushed to my aid? Not at 2ll. He was
collapsed, ond in some pain, from uncontrollable mirth.
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I4 was réally semething te attend the Spring Genersal Meeting. It
was ens te remember fer seme time., The suppert of members fer the
Club is very gratifying te the Committee.. I certainly leeok ferward
te seeing mest ef yeou again during the year.

I knew quite a few members will be travelling ever te the Seuth West
for = get together at Easter in Cernwall. I am unable te make it
there but certainly wish the lads the very best eof spert. I will
be spending Easter in Seuthampten seo will miss eut.

The Spring euting is definitely en. Tony Hellerbach and I had an
eeling sessien with the bailiff ef Bra Lake and there will be ne
problems, I will be having more infermatien printed te be sent out

te those members intending attending. I will be present at the

water at abeut 6pm on the FPriday 28th May te receive members; but

I hope the instructions given with the water description will be eof
use, There will be no cest except buying a rod licence. If requested
T can obtain these for members at either £1 per red, yearly, or 40p
per rod weekly. Fer members net heving ene, they can alse be

beught in Peterberougzh en the Saturday.

There are a ceuple of small waters nearby where baits can be caught
at a cest of 30p per rod per day. Maggots can be obtained in
Peterbereugh, or I can get them if requested at about 45p per pint.

Bra Lake new normally carries a day ticket fee of 50p, but the
Bailiff assurea me this does not apply te the NAC.

This letter is being written betore the NASG British Conference at -
Nettingham., I am leoking ferward te the weekend and mesting all

the lads agein as I found the time passed too quickly at the SGM

and would liked te hawve had a much longer chat te everyone. As they
say, time passes quickly when you are enjoying yourself,

I guess all members are raring te get stuck inte big eels once more,
Remember to think of the lads who live in areass where close seasomn
eel angling is not allowed. They have much travelling to do.
Please remembers slse to have a careful read of the 1970 Report,
reigsued last yeer at greast expense of time and stationary. I would
also ask you to read the Report for 1975 and these of other previous
seagsens. All information is useful, and we find by continually
zgdifying our approach, eeling continues to be as absorbing &s

ways, .

I have received notificstion from the Ministry of Agriculture
Fisheries and Food that they have had my letter of objection to

the Anzlian Water Authority proposels for the region, ie,, that all
close season eeling will be banned except where no hook or metal
aprliance im used. I would like to see Someone from the AWA trying
to land a 31b eel en normal babbing gear.... .

T am thankful to say that there are intelligent life forms at some
Water Authorities, the North West Authority for instance, de propose
allowing close season eel angling with no restrictiom as to bait
or tackle. The Severn/Trent Authority have invited me to a short
consutative meeting om eel angling as it is allowed in the R.Severn
area but not the Trent, Again, they like documentation to come in
‘neet parcels, all eel angling or none. Surprisingly though, they
are considering scrapping the close season altogesther, That would
be a turn up for the records, and assist our other fights to come,

" Brian Crawford






