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EDITORIAL.
by; Terry Jefferson.

I have taken the liberty of writing this Editorial for the simple reason that I
wanled to send out a Bulletin to accompany the January newsletter, and time was too
short for the Editor, Arthur Sutton to send me further material for the Bulletin
together with his own Editorial.

I shall not make this a protracted affair as I do not feel capable of competing
vith the type of Editorial that members are accustomed to.

Arthur Sutton informs me that he has to hand about half a dozen shortish articles
for publication, so unless the articles are typed with large spaces between letters
and words, your not going to get much in the way of reading matter in the next few
menths. Come on lads, surely it is not beyond anyones capability to write a couple of
articles a year. You all managed to fill in your membership application forms without
miach prompting, so why not keep in practice. After all, it took us all long enough to
lcarn to write and it seems a shame to see all that effort go to waste.

T shall sign off for now by saying that if reading matter is thin on the ground
in thke near future, you will know that either I've been snowed under with mail, or
've gone off to a health farm to loose some weight after sitting on my base for

25 waiting for something to do....
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In March I976 I put in three sessions at the reservoir, this was during the day z2s3 night
fishing is not permitted. However, with no eels to show for it, I eagerly awaited the start
of the new season, determined to land at least one eel during the year, just to prove a
point: to myself.

On'the morning of 29th June I arrived =t the reservoir, with a tub full of brandlings,
and decided to fish near the Cheddar water tow-=. At 4A.M. both rods were cast out, one of
which. was baited with 6 brandlings on a fine wire size 2 hook, and cast some ten yards out
between two small weed beds. Just 45 minutes later, the silver paper flew off the rod rest
to which it was attached and I was in lusiness. The result was a nice eel of 3:08.

During the year I landed I8 ecls from the reservoir, the best day being the IS5th July,
when, in gale force winds, fishing in front of the fixbridge car park, I caught five eels
in I7 R/H.(two rods) The eels weighed; 2:0I, 2:04, 2:08, 3:J4 and 3:I2, four of which were
taken during daylight hours.

4 brief summary of my results from the reservoir is as follows;

ROD HOURS: 305. EEL VEIGHTS: 3:I2, 3:08, 3:04, 2:I3%, 2:08, 2:04,
B2 (No.): I8, 2:03, 2:0I, 2:0I, 2:00, I:I4, I1:09,
R/H/EEL - I7. 1:09, 0:I4, 0:I2, 0:I2, 0:I0, 0:IO.

Nigel Jeyes accompinied me on several occasions to Cheddar, and on IIth July he took 7
~21ls in one session fishing from =n exposed area on the North bank of the reservoir. During
the space of three hours he cavght eels of; 0:I0, 0:I2, I:I2, 2:00, 2:08, 2:I3, and o
personal best for niu of 3:0%. In later visits he followed this up with eels of; 2:I4, 2:1I2
2:09, 2:0I, I:I2, and I:09. During the month of July, I met up with a chap named Reg--
Uhitechouse from Birmingham, who had come down to Cheddar for a few days eeling. I believe
Reg is already known to some cf our members in the Midlands arca.

During his short stay, Reg caughteels of 0:I0, 0:I3, I:0%, 2;00, 2:05, 2:06, 2:07, 2:10,
2:14, 3:0I, 3:0I, erd %:03., No%: bad for such 2 short stay. Two othcr visitors to the water
(D.Law and S.Everard.) took eels of 3:08 :nd 2:01%3 whilst I was there.

I was feeling tha* comsbody(prefersbly me) would land a 'four' from Cheddar before the
season was over, and in .ugust, Ernic Orme brought his family dowvm to Weston to stay for a
week. I remember thinking that if Rcg, Nigel and myself couldn't land = four pounder from
Cheddar, then perhaps, the illustrious Orac could. Due to the fact that I hed Just started
a new. job which involved shift work, Ernic, Nigcl =nd myself were only eble to put in a
hendful of rod hours. Ernic however did manage to bag four eels in this short time; I:II,
2:07%, 2:12%, and 3:I5%i1 So, although the four pound mark wasn't reached(quite) this year
the National .nguilla club rscord for Cheddar reserveir is held by non other than Ernie
Orne,:

Of, the 49 eels thot I know were caught st Cheddar this year, all but one fell for worms,
the exception being maggot. Due to the lack of rain, I was only able to obtain brandlings,
which. worked well, when you consider that 6% of the ecls caught on worm were actually
token’ on brandlings and not lobs. "ith deadbeaiting banned until the Ist. September, and no
all night fishing allowed the question of anyone using deadbaits did not arise.

The usual method used at Cheddar is a straight forward leger set up. Pcrsonnlly, I use
Alb.b.s. line, Ioz. srlesey bomb, 2ft. nylon trmce and(with the exception of my first trip)
size 4 Mustad?9838 gcld plated hook. I kept this rig throughout the season, and I know that
Nigel Jeyes uses a very similar set up.

For bite detection, a 'clogsed bale arm' technique is used. i4ifter casting ocut, the anti
reverse on the recl is discngaged, and a yard of line between the reel and butt ring is
pulled off to which the actual indicator is attached, be it silver paper or washing up
bottle top,(which incidentally I refusc to use any morc.)

The eel bites have usually been dram~tic, no twitches, just WH.M! On several occasions
when the eel has taken up the slack line, we've been left with the reel hendle going back-
wards: at I00r.p.m.! sk Ernic Orme about his 2:I2% which did that at quarter to four in the
afternoon in blazing sunshire, The eels didn't seem to be too bothered by any drag, even on
a couple of occasions when wire traces were used. Nigel Jeyes used to weight his line down
with boulders.... and they still moved themn!

Dave Smith tells me that the eels at .bberton are very similar.

(Editors comment: we have known occasions at .bberton when the eels were not the least bit

deterred by drag. Conversely, therc have been occasions when they would barely move the
indicator before dropping the bait.)T.C.J.

is for swim selection, this has been difficult. One could go to Cheddar and catch say
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half a dozen eels from one spot. However, subsequent trips to the same swim could well prove
unprdductive. The five swims that I fished this year are noted on the map numbered one to
five. Swim number three which produced those five cels in one session for me, I have since
discovered has a completely featurless bottom. Swim one is on a shallow slope, swim two has
a rocky bottom in places, and swim five is where some of the deepest water is. Now to swim
number four, this swim accounted for about 40% of the eels caught and Nigel took all of his
thirteen eels from it. When the water level drops a bit, it exposes a bank which stretches
out some 70yds. Nigel and Reg found that by fishing off this peninsula, and by literally
dropping their baits over the side into the channel on the eastern side, they could contact
the epls. Nigel beleives that any dead fish or insect life gets washcd up under the ridge
along: the peninsula and the eels can eat all the 'rubbish' they want....... and I think he's
probably right.

sbout 40% of the cels from Cheddar were caught during daylight, and some of these were
taken in extremely hot weather and in shallow water. Quite often we found that we were over-
casting, and that short range fishing, even in the conditions mentioncd, was required. Nige:
and I have seen cels feeding during the heat of the day, nosing their way along the first
step which is just under water!

The rules laid down by Bristol Waterworks statc that no one should fish earlier than one
hour before sunrisc, or later than onc hour after sunset. On a few occasions we have stayed
on a bit longer, usually because sport has becn good, but never by a great deal. It is no
good going to Cheddar to blatantly fish all night, for onc thing,Bristol Waterworks impose
very severc penalties; besides which, the National .nguilla club has built up a good
rclationship with the company, and only harm to thc club would come of it.

Here is a breakdown of the weights of the 49 ecls token from Cheddar;

0-I I-2 2-3 3-4
9 8 23 9

Tagging Experiment.

In May this year (I976) I wrote to Mr. VWright at thc Bristol Waterworks on bchalf of the
inguilla club, to cnquire if he had any objections to eels being tagged in the reservoir.
He wrote back promptly to say that the company had no objections to the tagging, and in
fact offercd any assistance they could give. The company even put up notices in the two
permit kiosks informing anglers of the scheme and how to return the tags etc.

You will see thot Nigel only tagged his own ecls whereas I tagged all the eels caught by
other anglers, cnsuring that as much information was gained on each ecl as possible before
they were returned. Ve tricd to ensure that no ecels were killed also.

With the cxception of tagged eel number N.C O7I 00I, all the ecls were tagged through
the tail root, the 3:08 ccl had the tag attached to its back. it the time of writing, (Oct)
no eeis with tags, as far as we know have been recaptured, but it's ecarly days yet.

The actual method used by both of us is identical- a small plastic tag stamped with tag
and membership numbcr, being attached to the cels tail by means of a small loop of nylon.
The nylon is inserted through the tail by means of a small sewing ncedle. Each ecl was
weighied measured and tegged as and when it was caught. I preferrcd to do it this way, as it
meant that after the details had been noted, the eels could be rcturned immediately, rather
than Tretain them in a kecpnet or suchlike. I must admit that tagging ecls, especially by
torchlight is no easy task, but having done 36 in various conditions I seem to have got
used to it. What I did find however, was thot I could ke.p eels fairly quiet by wrapping a
thick towel around them and laying them on their sides, although of course there were some
exceptions.

48 mentioned, most of the relevant informntion of tagged eels is recorded on the lists,
but there arc a few further details I should like to mention. ..11 the eels caught at
Cheddar posess very large eycs and small norrow mouths, the latter being perfectly adapted
to fécding on small creaturcs and the like. Indeed, lcoking at some of them I have often
thought that they would have great difficulty in coping with a dead fish, unless it was
small’ and narrow like a minnow. Duc to the fact that we have returned 2ll ecls caught at
Cheddar this year, it has not becn possible to find out the stomach contents. However, in
I975-Nigel diseccted two ecls of 2:I0 and 2:I2 and found them to be crammed full of snails,
and that is the only information we hove on the subject.

The large eycs would normally point to the fact that the eels came from deep or dark
water; but whilst there is deep water in places, ~nd deep holes elsewhere, most of the eels
have come from relatively shallow water. The water itself is usually clear throughout the
year. I would be interested to hear views from other members on this subject. (cont'd




i o oy

C A//Iﬁ“ DY I

--..___._ R

o &.Hr ¥ (N ':’I‘J it

/V"Te: .

‘/*\I

) ;Ti e /‘\.

o

1‘.. /l\‘.

=y
-

I|' i i—.:;.:'._ SEis s e

L o0 ol

..!_._._

NAC ¢

;H‘._. < :i m. N

h‘a

&

]

: \."I‘t’. ¢ ’i r.]u;i
ﬂ!‘ o

.m.

|
5Lw;c. oY el

' N -i-'\
I*l'c ,)‘d 5 ]/ ‘.‘n.

flu '(}\o C?} {v.'b

A | i
a0 2 M Al
| [ T
ir LM A.fh.:

" |
Il-.f:" o ',i L‘J(l
y

’q“l. w /'( 4 .

WG, ml

{ !
...-‘t, O N g

!
'}L i, ( "()J.l

nu-'\.-b ’\]C:

e el
F

I
ol 7
Lo

-

. -
LA oty
i -|

. i '
f\zf'i. [ ).i 1. -.':’I".i!

BTN

vl o <N
i f:...‘h\.l

oo o

T ¥ ."k.".'
"\l,l"
(L SRR
1
! = SRR
1 's\f‘l"\. "

ACUTIC !
’??C G:F:’L :';

e C\__

-
e

Bt

e

B LT
—-—

{

Ve

—
LTI
B S > S Sl S

e e

S

=

-

s e B

I

|
_'“'}JIH'-

45fﬁ

S X 7"
qi’:‘
I‘“!f'*
3311":)‘:
-‘a-u ‘C'_M'.,,
'}j .J(/’ et

4}:’} n‘)é

:u:'f"
“ af
3)-464 ff!
W ,\cr

J?”A’ .':."‘
Jja”)é \‘r“_
'”fl:u"f

\}cl,q‘ﬂ

K/ ;,».r
,7: £

‘n

2N g )

' "

>t

-.u; " x--’,u

"’]
“”{lf" a\

(”<c'ﬁ

! !'\luf

A

/ 2ol
(\. ,‘,_-

'_ ”.I .

‘\f‘

07 AEY 4%

l"‘s.," 'fl ( W

THRg”
|

!

Y

-r)?/é "Vj;
16]7] "c,"f
fﬂ/‘l}*“(
Jr!?/” g
z:;7/7c'

/-*fp“,.

N‘&X?/{Ll
.,‘J.:/’?J )\‘."
n )‘?/ 'i
s/ﬂ'w
¥ ‘1) }.'_,;
.«.3[.’:‘; 7(’
WY, ?/
J"\/), i, :l
"r')fw',h
/u,':',
257
3;",'17 &7 '

|-,

29/

24 / 27|

'I"f}lr)

eyl
r-'i."" 7‘1” :1;{
r - }

MK
:\.;,ff{:

'U

-ﬁu ’:.‘:.
—)U

: 23-',',1.:'!

-y,

-3

1} A

N',' \
/\{h'\ |

’

.' P ! } i
fiw "H.; i o~ ‘Hivu-{.r‘- H
.('- ' |:

”'fJA l’)‘ '}n M-\!
1

VI i Yt

’f ¢ Aot _;ua-. ‘

A A }':’f,'.,q;}“p-‘ I'

1 o
s e
|
b It
i

B it
,}J\' X %ﬁi - aaviel, 4!
e, ]
bt "’)—‘i g JJ

nf..-.i-.,rw,!

Rl
'A'l .‘IM-N{ :]

e
'l b (1' ol o-'d.f\.h

L\

l';

"u r»u,un.c\

l' S Uh AL

o i
AA .}; -'.,.;mn;, ;.

J

NS !y .'H\. j.f‘.‘__

|
!
,A.f,.. '--r».u' i ‘{
i

A 4,,',-’}\,,»“:& J

i %
;;- Baliddeih, -,

[h\ ,{,“"L “TN 1
."(-\u-uvf J‘-"fl

o
Aol s *4’

"(«;“y‘, ...« U il

}r\c;,ib’ lw,L‘(
‘ﬁ{h,. lJ g :vft'

J El

“-&J!I‘lb,"f:‘:‘ }{ ‘I

A s d

|

'\' i r:"-.’?r“

1
| 'V. Ha ,-qu' jII

I
1
]

]
1
o
|
1
i

.“JJ’{“' Vot

#) i“., 3 _,-']ru et ;

"‘ w'ff"‘.s !l} Vi’ r.;t- 'l’u‘ I

...')- "/‘l "

R Do
iti "
!;‘.-..’.’-\_m.a»%-..

"), T BT

n.‘( M r"ni_/t.""‘.‘

H

i

i
I
I
i
i
!
|
i

J s J.Lu,'

i

1248, b Dei a2
.-'f AL el ;'\,,L .'§ :.(m./va bi
I/ 1

-')‘f-a.'. ;L. P
il e Cl-fl‘-,..f’.,. / ;A,.,a‘.._ '

CHrami? o
LN 'J"’.NL. a‘\ A .’-”UAJ M

-u--ﬂ'--—i-—- AA 3/ “A A \
"‘f'-' "'L‘""».A /ufa\.m- ‘;’

“” “‘fa/‘ Ji;;!:'i‘rl\’ﬁ"

4“(’;»"0‘ cli 2
Er AN .'lf,.._ i ft drm"ﬁ"‘r‘/
A

el 1 P

it -"-|_awf. /a A,M.«"

l ?
.._,.}.'a -——-Ij L. h“:h_‘.‘; ;’

- w b R Lo .i\ /L‘s‘f\-"ﬁw’.
ot ] .!\,L ;u.u’u.;\u"

e —H‘IL j /‘ ;.f:*u.‘v. ,f

I-k ."\- J\llf\llhh ;'

N "'1. L /1. YT f

e |

amas (ff A

! u‘ '-“a',. R L- u?""\
] i e, ”
s Al ‘l"“"'” A -udhf'lf'#(«‘t«'

'

=7 (! =
et = f\ W gl o

t .
---'“1” .;\ SLitn 1 HNC
— 1 TR o . 'y

el L i gt

e ;
by “‘""T'.’,_ L e o
"?'\ l'l"-( a r- _'. . A\
wmeran i Do Cpentl)
! NrTs :,_;_ .1 -y

1 g P
wa?'m few 243 P ..,.n.'.- Hidas

e
i':f'. el it 2h i
4L
'T; II"‘ b"v' '}'-‘ "J" rl’ M.
s
7:.’\ B R £ i
[ ¥

»-—-'1 { ! Ffz'l JJ! e oot

I< .
i o
ree SR AS ;I-’J-f‘f‘ 1
i il
#ihy £y
[ AN S R O S -
;; P - ‘f
M= ’ 4
ql!'— "V {_ IS e
S - .
1} -
Lo !'-',. U W L i

-—‘—-‘a‘-—:_ ,ﬁ\ L )(IC L;’.'l'i,- ;"‘-':'./

—

: B it ] 2 .a.-o-—.:',: ‘; "‘1}\‘ ‘;
i -y e
.-m.--f}--lf"‘ V\f{. /Ll.NJNu‘y
) I "
T ] I'
i |
‘ i
! ]



L/@D t/ome\_ (,‘\//éf-zf-x- e /:’j)

! T
::__—_»:'ﬁ?&m i ﬁf "':!'fﬁ'f?' M’a’# f;ﬂ."ﬂf 3@?’5 ?;.Mg | J&‘n@f“f' 1’ SN(M Alg ) !S;,bm jmm, 'y ﬁﬂfgp

f"?t"..ﬂ?" f»L PN Ry
¥ote sr c,‘ciér.s" NL-S TAFYES

i I WS TEYES
- W LS TDEVES

ﬂr*ﬁc}t"dc‘] A’ v

I J I ‘ | | ;

» » ~ w I \ 7

N 0d? ]oj ;’”‘51 ”'—""ﬂ‘!r/ﬁ | ﬁ/?c oL
A ol
peo G o1 ST /7l 63

S E
| !
I

) SRPRLE B H
ooy 28 [32%53 w6l ox e
b ogla e 5/ AL.S . TIEYES
) 7aaa Qi Wl wirfoel os : f‘(
SE . L : AN "
;M’/’jt« cri 76{, 5._’}' 4 _,;fi I?‘S %—-#1{"::""' /’! "‘} “:1(: /I .\4"!' i N'JL S-. I‘:/;' ﬁg
SE kol AR G BATAYAL BT S R PR Y
ACaRTed] X 14D g By L Ll o 17 LS. W"S
1 a3 SRR Mpfle] o6 A Ly
+ K67 bedl 219 Wadsdrl safalal o | r -7 P ,;
P A ot 2 Al 8 J =
et de fert @il an il 1= s fhe e A =1 T'VM e
oV N i by o i 3 }f? £ i
.'} | ; l 1 'I’ v A L A *-"frt"""‘)t:\ | ¥ '1_.»}‘ 1“'1“ . ! !
hacohibd 2:h9t Uil jahiadl oxisol e Ho | et AL
(oI 2o dos A0 13776 05230 wegM | AL i .
pramIgity 1 R xS ahnfell el de !’ f f ’5
greser | i -1 1.0 w{:uw-fwl [P0 I.r‘[_ ELIIPN -L,_Ji f’,-v] A _
-|a'l.,-'."'{“t'3 fedt” q A s WA ) g R - el P a‘V,LS ;ﬁ.’!&:{
i s I Lo ol (S B S oo ol-Zoll Wbieml K T
!°\‘r:;iw r)"l"h!"_! Y g l T gt ,I lad! o bl Lo sl i s (e A""l"j ‘5;:."2;5-
L R A . f q’(‘.l—"' o T LR F O LI O S s
i ke S R et il Dapiey O3S Wirna /JQL R PYIEEE S g
/IR O R AN N AN B AL S T3EES
r P . ok Pl | |
H ] I i




N T T b o No: 4
stearelup BULLETIN, VCOL: I4 No: I
Finally, there arc quite 2 few diffcrent colourations of cels caught from Cheddar with no
one colour being exclusive to the areas in which the cels were caught. Colours ranged from
red, through copper, brown, very dark green, light green, grey to some ecls which had jet-
blackibacks and flanks, and snow white bcllies. Perhaps the next one will turn out to be
blue with pink stripes!
idditional Information.
Naturally, Bristol Waterworks Comprny have certain regulations relating to Cheddar
roservoir, and below I have listed the most relevant:-
SE.SON: I6th June to I4th March.
TIMES: One hour before sunrise to one hour after sunset.
PERMITS: Available from either of the two kiosks situated near the reservoir, Permits
: arc not transferablc.
CHARGES:(I976) Per person per day=£I-00.
3 Season=£I5-00.
LICENCES: No fishing licence is required as the Company is in posession of a General
d Fishery Licence.
RODS: Only two attended rods per person permitted.
0.RS: Car park only to bec used. Vchicles are not allowed on the reservoir roadways.
B.NK FISHING . ND W.DING: Bank fishing only; no wading permitted.
B.ITS: Only the following arc permittcd:- Maggots, worms, casters, bread, deadbaits, -~
--(from Ist Scptember.) and nrtificial lures of all kinds.
The use of coereal groundbait is prohibited.
g No livebaiting.
FISHING .RE.: Fishing is not allowed in front of the Bristol Corinthian Yacht Club's
: clubhouse, nor in the immediatc vicinity of the valve towers.

Alﬁhongh thore are often yachts sailing on the reservoir, thoy too have certain restricted
arens in which to operate, and are so far offshorc that their presence is never a nuisance.
The toilets, besides providing for the usuel sanitary needs, also have taps so one can
casily obtain water for those cxtra brew ups. The cor parks offer amplc perking space, and
there have been no objections when Nigel Jeyes and myself have spent the night there in the
van.(exccpt maybe from Nigsl, Editor.)

If any member would like further information nbout Cheddar reservoir I shall be happy to
supply it. Likewise, if you fancy trying your hand there some time, by contacting me
beforéhand I would be pleansed to accompany you.

Summing up:

T hove really enjoyed fishing at Cheddar this year; not only has it been a refreshing
chonge, but I've caught some ccls as well. I have been able to go out with.the minimum

ount of tackle, snd not hed the bother of setting up Pogs and alarm systems.

The tagging exercise has given me that little bit cxtra to do, and I am pleased that there
arz nearly fifty tegged ecls in the reservoir. I am extremely grateful to those people who
let me tag their ecls, thereby maintaining the eel stocks.

Inithis day and age, to pay £I-00 for a doys fishing is not a lot of money, though I've
had my moneys worth, but I still think it's good value. .lthough there is not a great
varicty of species to fish for, I belicve Cheddar could become one of the top Perch waters
in th¢ country in the not too distant future. However, I would like to see some tench
introguced, and shall be contacting Bristol Watcrworks ~bout this in due course.

Finally, no one likes to mention his foilures, but I lost two big eels this year at the
sservoir, from swim three in fact. The incidents were on scpercte days, but both occurrsd
ing the day in worm weather. I mentioned previously that I've given up using washing up
tle tops as bite indicators, and this is why; I had an eel on that was putting up 2 hell
a screp, and it finally surfaced some ten yards cut from the bank. It was a big eel, I
estimpte at least five pounds. Inywny, the bottle top somchow got tangled up 2t this very

crucial stage and of course the line parted encpling thc eel to dive to freedom.

The second incldent was different....... I had one hell of a steaming run on brandlings,
the rod was even pulled out of the rests. On striking, there was n terrific thumping ,
follojed by the tell tale see-sawing. as far as I could tell, the eel was just swimming
backwards as it pleased and 1 could not gain any line, in fact, I could make no impression
whatsoever. This went on for about six minutes before the nylon trace.l was using , was as
far as I could see, bitten through. Never before have I experienced this, though Nigel had
exactly the same thing happen to him in I975. . (cont'd)
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Each year, many eels swim up into the Lxbridge valve tower and become trapped. One chap
told me an sel of I6lbs. was found in there one ycar. I'm sure there are big céls in the
reservoir, but whether they would cver reach that sort of size, I'd hate to say. The ecls
that become trapped are I understand, sent up to Billingsgate, and so giving Bristol
Waterworks a bit of extra income. I just hope that next time they sort out the ones with
tags on them first!

THE WATERS WVE FISH,---- OR THOSE WE KNO" ABOUT.
By: Dave Smith.

The water questioncire was introduced to singuilla club members two years 2ago (1975). The
concept behind it was that we, the club, could try to correlate the gencral trends obtained
from the reporting scheme with the indivicdual fisheries. .s a scientific excercise it
prescnts one hell of a challenge. But the fAnguilla club member is rather a conservative
beast and is slow to respond to change. I think therefore, that it is necassary to state at
the outset of this peice that the scheme has, to date, failed in its objectives, but
further space will be devoted to this on another occasion.

My aim here is purcly end simply to present the information we have recieved without
betraying anyones confidence, (older members may rceall that information would be treated in
confidence and was reouired for research purposes only.). It would be very easy for me to
it dotm and try to devise soma theory for any data we may have, but, if I may quote (out
0 context) Dr. Mason of the Freshwater Biological issociation,"Too much theory has becen
tuilt on too few facts." This unfortunately, is truc of many biological applications to
angling.

Biology, in an effort to gain respectability, nnd a placc nmongst the other'scicnces"
nas suffered from the "Pigeon holc! syndrome. Most of the other sciences are basically
mothematical and subjec to laws. I know of only one "Law" in Biology, and that is'Mcndels-
maw', yet even that is not a law in the strict sensc as applied to thc other classical
sciences. Being matheinticnl, tiinzgs con be neatly grouped together. Biologists, rightly or
weongly, have tried to emulate thoir classical colleagues nnd have tried to apply maths to
<heir studies with the result th't they often detract from that which they arce supposcd to
bo studying. Plonts ~nd animals no longer have names, just numbers nand statistical data.

Onc of the arcas of Biology to suffer morc than most from this quantitive approach is
the study of freshwater biology, and it is in this context that Mason made the statement
quoteﬂ above. In fact it is truc to say that many creaturcg living in our waters are, as
yot, unnamed. So littlc is the attention paid by Biologists to "Nature Study".

The main stumbling block in experimental zoology(I dcliberately cxclude plants as they
nre less liable to run away) is that creatures can not bc gueranteed to do that which an
sxperimenter predicts. In o sterile laboratory situation it is possible to discover the
offects of a certain stimulus on ~n animal simply by eliminating the variables. Yhat we do
not know and find mcre difficult to discover is the combined effect of stimuli as found in
the natural cenviroment. The only succesful approoach is that devised by the natural
pistoriens at the cnd of the I9th Century- i.c. Sit and watch. ilas, in 60ft. of water, that
is difficult when applied to lakes.

What then, you are asking, has »11 this to do with thc water questionaires? 1t is very
simple. If you are expccting o statistical breakdovm, you arc going to be dissappointed,
Yecause the water questionaires depend upon truly qualitative observations, not the
recording of gquont~tive data. This then is the wel fishermars nature study.

I supposec the one question we should all like to be ablec to answer 'is, "Is my Eel water

pctential record helder?" This alas, is the eel fishermans quandry. Fishers of other

species are able to ascertain a lot about their quarry by direct observation. Carp can be
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Similarly, location of the guarry is a little easier, if simply because thcy can be seen,
so swinm loca*ion involves angling skill. .s those of us Iortunate cnough fto hear ..lan
Hawkins deliver his paper at the 'ngling Conference heard, =11 of this, for the eel angler
is luck. We do not seem to be able to correlate sufficient information to 2ssist in swim
or water choice. It is hoped that the observations of us all will, over a period of time,
if not allow us to select the best water, will allow us to eliminate the bad water.

This zeport, therefore, is divided into two parts. Firstly I shall describe the waters
we appear to favour and then, at a later date, I shall try to correlate the observations
we have made, with actual catches, or lack of them. (cont'd)

.
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The type of water that is fished by most members who have submitted water questi-onoirsoa
is the Clay pit. However, it would be foolish of any of us to say that the water chosen
most often is the clay pit. It must be remembered that geographical location is importaat.
“That would be true is that many members have predominantly clay pit fishing in their area.
In similar vein, not one questionaire has been recieved describing a "Dew pond", which only
shows ‘how few of us have dew pond fishing readily available,

The clay pit is a very widespread type of water occuring in most parts of the country.
But these apparently ubiquitous waters differ considerably depending on their geography and
purpose. The clay pits of the west country are the result of China clay workings and tend
to be small but deep pools of water. Many of the Brick pits of the north-east, on the other
hand, tend to be a little more shallow, averaging 20ft. max. Again it is very easy to
generalise, but it is possible thot members fishing in the N.E. deliberately avoid the
decper waters, or have given the depths they have found and fish at.

Gravel pits nre another popular type of water. It is noticeoble that the gravel pit is
most common in the south-east, it certainly rcflects the predominance of that type of water
in that part of the country. However, their absence of reports of them from certain arcas
could lead one to believe that the anglers in that area have none to choose from. This may
be the case, alternativly, our member moy choose clay pits out of preference. is I said, its
very casy to gencralisc and make erronecus deductions.

igain, gravel pits vary depending on their age. It would appenr that the older, pre-wor
gravel pits are shallower thon their rocent counterparts. This apart from anything else, is
a reflection of the advonces of modern technology. However, it would be foolish to generalisc
“snd say that all shallow gravel pits arc 30 years plus in age.

Table I below shows the vorious types of waters described in the questionaires with their
distribution throughout the country. It is, I fecl, more of a lesson in geography than an aic
to angling. However, if you have an aversion to a particular type of water, it will be a
guide as to where not to go. But can nothing clsc be obtained from knewing the type of wcoter
we fish? I think not, or at least ~t this stage we cannot do so. s I said before, this is
qualitative, not quantative.,

The essential thing is that people submit water questionaires for cevery water they fish,
oven if it is only for one scssion. ‘Jould you beliecve thot some of our famous waters have no
questionaires completed for them? So please, let us all, 2s a matter of course, complete 2
water questionaire for each water we fish.





