The National Anguilla Club

LETIN

VOLUME NUMBER TWELVE. ISSUE NUMBER FOUR.



N.A,C. BULLETIN.

VOLUME NUMBER TWELVE ISSUE NUMBER FOUR.

II3T OF CONTENTS.

- wm e e mm es  mm wm = e

EDITORIAL o § v o o e o o o o o & o o 3 s & = & DAVE SMITH
THE SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL o « + o o » o o « » «DAVE HOLMAN
THE STICK LEGER o « o o o o « o o o « « o o » o CHRIS DAVY
WINTER EELING '75 ¢ o » o o o o & o & o & o « oKEVIN RICHMOND
ANOTHER APPROACH TO EEL FISHING « « » « » » « DAVE HOLMAN .
A LICHTWEIGHT LANDING NET HANDLE + « . « + . « DALVE SMITH

SETTING UP YOUR OWHN GLLSS CASER (ZAROLD WHITWORTH)
Presented by BRIAN CRAWEORD

POEM - LAMENT OF A FUTURE CHILD . - » . . o TONY HOLLERBACH

C. Copyright THE NATIONAL ANGUILL:A CLUB 1975,

48.
49
52
53
55

58

60



NAC Bulletin 12.4 48.

SIITORIAL

S50, Kevin Richmond haa been good enough to give us the benefit of him experiences
of winter eel fishlng., Kevin, mate, you've had 1t right cushyl Where were

you at Easter? Warm and snug by your fireplace watching the snow? And the

rest of you? .

No doubt, you would have gathered from these somewhat acidic comments that
your!s truly was out there braving the alements. You are quite right. !'Twas
211 worth it, though, for I have got the season off to a resounding atart with
the oapture of an eel. Lake Dala i3 not exactly the most inviting place at

this time of year, but it certainly provided some rsally beautiful scenery:

t0 see those wonderful Welsh mountains covered in snow gent shivers up my bhack -
though, to be quite truthful, it wes that bitter north-easterly and six degrees
of frost that caused the shivers, But Uncle irnie, as ever, was on hand to
provide the tonsil lubricant, and that rare brand of fire water kept the Jolly
old intestines warm even if the naughty bits got rather parkyl

I'm not one to commit heroies on my todd, and I must say that spirits (other
than Ernie Orme'm) were kept hish by Arthur Sutton and Deve Holman. Without
them we could net have made i+, Right, Ernie?

Three people have not been mentioned yet. Of those who went to Bala, they
degerve the greatent praige of all, Desnite the acusations of being of unsound
mind, Arthur, Dave, Ernie and myself knew what we were letting ourselves intoj;
but, Emies wife and two youngsters did not. Whensver we felt cold, Merriel
had the tea on hand, and if we were feeling a little peokish, she soon came up
with a slice of toast or bowl of soup.

Thankyou, Merriel, for all four of us,

With the approach of the warmer weather - honest, it ig coming! -~ our minds
are now eel orisntated. The GU will s=ze my presence during the close season
and I anticipate a2 return 4o Llynn Tegid in May. I had hoped for an invite to
Bra Lake, but an invite has not been Porthcoming! (Seorry, Brian, end sorry for
not mentioning the fact that you and Dick Barrett also ventured out at Haster.)

All of thess above mentioned bits of wet can be fished quite leganlly in the close
season, DBut for how long? Ag "ANGLING" is quick to point out in this month'a
issue, the Regional Water Authoritieas are now in the procesa of drafting new
sets of Bye-Laws to cover their areap and replace the old River Authority
Bye-Lawa. Xent has alrvady sucoumbed, Until this year, one could legally fish
for eela if one was in pomsession of a Trout licence., Not anymore.

How long will it be before the others follow suit?

PMnally, thankyou all for your kind comments about the Bulletin. But please,
do not thank me, I only punch out the words on the keyboard. The people to
thank, and I thank them too, are our contributors. BErnie Orme did have one
valuable comment to make., The Bulletina are, says Ernie, too big and too-
regular, He claims he does not have time to read them!

DAVID SMITH.
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TEE SHROPSKIRE UNION CANAL
By Dave Holm?n.

The Shropshire Union Cenal, or Shroppie &s we Cheshire lot call it, conelists
of three different lengths. Firetly, there im the fast Tlowing Llangollen to
Nantwich branch which joins the Wolverhampton to Ellesmere Port stretch and
off this we have the fifteen mile branch from Barbridge to Middlewich. In ell,
well over 100 miles of canal.
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Most of you will know the Llaengollen length which fiows through Elleamere.
This water is fed from the River Dec end contains millions of smaell eels but
very few good ones., It 4 the other two whioch are of intereat to the eel’
engler.

At Pirst glance, this canal is indeed 8 dismal eight: not only will an outside
angler be put off by the armarda of boatse which constantly plough along the
narrow course, but also the very look of that thick muddy weter will have him
wondering how on earth anything could survive for more then a few moments,
Yet the fish survive and seem to thrive in such murky conditionsj butl it is
the eels which reelly appreclate the blackness and grow to a good size in &~
water in whioch every other eel caught is over 21b. Just how big they grow is
always the crucial question. Many ere the stories of huge eels breaking up
anglers' tackle and escaping. Pair to say that some of them ocould be true.
The biggest eel caught weighed 41b 120z 10dm by B.Jackson in August 1970 from
Adderley. Other eels caught include two others over four pound (both by me )
and a truly enormous list of 31b+ specimens. But, for me, the attraction has
always been the conslstency, the continual siream of 21b+ fish which show in
elmost all the lengths eround Nantwich. It is, indeed, & very poor gession
thet does not produce two such eels.

T¢ the lske o river ungler, cunals are Teaturelessy miles and mile=s ¢f the



same empty looking water, Yet there are many features which make a canal. Locka,
bridge holes, wides, tunnels all meke excellent holding placest particulerly
bridges, where the canal narrows to a bottle neck and any roving eel must have

a chance of apotting & well placed bait. My own favourites, hot apots without
equal, are the boating marinas. In fact, any unattended boat moored for more
than & fow days seems to be & natural hideout for our big eels - waiting, no
doubt, for the gudgeon and small roach which often hang around these boats too.

Plenty of loose groundbaiting with small fish around these areas will often
increase your chances., Jus:i how many free offerings an eel will descend upon
I would not 1like 0 guess. But I think the number needed to overfeed an eel
will be considerable, so I often feed with forty or so 2-4" fish and a load of
chopped worms for good measure., With worm as hook bait, roach and bream are
often 2 real nuipance, s0 dead bait is my first choice of balt. My preference
is for a 5-6" dace — & big bait, eapecially when you consider that these eels
have small pointed mouths with fewer teeth than many of the eels I have seen
from other waters.

By talking to other canal anglers from other paris of the country, it meems that
their approach to fishing & certain canal area is very similar to methods I hav
developed over the past five years, that is, always fishing wall away from the
chosen area %o minimise the chance of scaring any wandering or feeding fish,

I like to fish with any flow that might be present and will usually set up in
the manner shown in the diagram below.
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Why the flow direction should make any diffsrence, I 8till haven't managed to
work out, but a4ll the action comes from roda 1%&2 and rod 3 usually blanks.

From this simple diagram you yill see that fishing sclo ia prferable and if
two or more anglers set out ¥Yozether, it paeys to fish at least 200 yards apartt
a bit anti-social, perhaps, but the object is to catch eels, Should a late
rambler or boat pass by during the evening, this can only delay the sport for
complete quiet iz essential,

I, two hours after dark, you are s5%ill awake on thet comfortable bed-chair, it
definitely pays to move the baii from ithe shallow far bank to the deeper middle
channel whers the water temperature can he & degree or two higher. This is
where & good thermometer, such as the type used by Arthur Sutton, would prove
invaluables,
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The large ammounts of rubbish lying on the bottom results in meny runs being
abortive because the ecl, on feeling resisiance, drops the baltj but, very often,
the eel will speed up his run before rejecting the bait and by striking quickly
when this happens, the chances are Pifty-Pifty for connecting, whlch musi be
better than letting it fizzle out., Another point to look for, especially during
the evening, is signa of large amounis of bubbles streaming from the bottom as
the eels move upstream. A bait caat in his path - usually & bunch of worms -
gshould prove %o0o inviting for him. '

Anyone who fishes lakes and rivers to the total excluaion of cenals is in for

at great surprise when connecting with cne of these eels. They certainly get up
to some antics and the standard tackle of 1%1b test carp rod and 81b line really
let them show their pacesji sspecially at short Tange, thrashing about, trying
to dig into the soft mud, and although the fight is over, one way OT anothex,
within & coupls of minutes, it is, withou? doubt, the most exciting eeling there
is.

With 2ll theso mllzs of canal, it is obrious that come areas ars better then
others. Hacik Green and Coole Pilo% contain messes of smell eels, with Audlem
and Hurleston providing the bulk of the 21b+ eels. HNantwich, with its three
merinas, produces many gocd #ish with plenty of three poundors, most of which
are caught by accident when anglels have tried fishing with worm instead of
maggot .

Adderley and (oldsione, an area I Pished for many nighis some yeers ago, is in
part of Shropshirs's most pesutiful counitryside, and with a revutation for big
eols is well worth a visit. No marinas in this part of the canal, 80 other
featurses have to be tried.

For me, the real cream of the canal ia Market Drayton. Just what it ia that
makes the fish grow, I shall never know. Carp introduced es fingerlings some
two years ago are now 4-51bj roach to 141b are commonplace and occessional huge
perch to to 231b - just enough of them to make £1shing for perch worthwhile a
proposition., Every swim nolds a million gudgeon, great fat gudgeons in fact,
matoh anglers can catch 61b of these alone in a four hour match with fish going
25-30 to the pound. The ecls heresbouts don't go hungry for very long.

Another high on my list is Cholmondes’on, Hers there 1a & huge marina which
holds countless eels. One &lso has %he advantage of being able 1o £ish & deep
bridge swim, @ lock and the maerina itgel? o1l from one spot. Cholmondeston must
also be the lecca for any wandering black slugs on &ny demp evening it is
possible to pick up 500 in as many yards along the towpath, and I have seen many
crawl gently to the canal adge and topple in. I have spent several evenings
fishing single, double and even treble slug without so much as 2 nibble, even
when a great number of them have been introduced for several nights Tumning.

At Nantwich there are geveral very popular bream wides where huge amounts of
maggots ars introduczd for aroundbait. The sels have a greet time moving about
like vaccuum cleaners mopping up the free o2feringe and breaking off shortly
after being hooked on light hackle. One method I used here was 2 swim faeder
and bunch of maggota on 61b linse, Quita effective it was too, ™ shing during
the daytime like this (or any other #ay) used to be very good indeed. No doubt,
the murky watsr cut out any light pefore it had penetrated more than a few
inches; but, with %he ever increasing hoardes of boats, the congtant use of the
locks and the noise and commotian that goes with it all serve to put the angler
as well 88 the eels off, sc it pays to wail for late evening before seitting up
the tackles even then moonlight boaters are not exaoctly rare.

Perheps the Shropshire Union Canal will never level up to the mass of big eels
that the Grand Union has produced, but one of these days, an eel angler in this



NAC Bulletin, 12.4 ' 52.

area will surprise everyone andland & huge eel of six pound or more, I am
confident that eels of this size are presont. Ferhaps hiding underneath &
deserted canal barge awaiting a five inch dace?

THE STICK LEGER
" By Chris Davy.

This past season I stumbled upon an intersating plece of terminal taclkle ocalled
The Stick Ledger. Alshough 1% has been arcund ia all its various forma for a
long time the bacic principls is still the same. For all those of you who are
not familiar with itas funoction here iz a brief rundown. Basically it is a bouyant
ledger weight designad to hold 4he line clsar of the boitiom debris. I have seen
only one type of stick lead nmade commercizlly and this is called, The Bibwell
Stick Ledger, it is five inchss long and weigbs aboui half an ounce,
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THE BIBWELL STICK LEDGHER.

I first began using the atick lead wailat ladgering Zor Tench in a large weedy
bottomed pit. #hen using conveniional ledger tackle I enccuntared the problem

of weed clogging the eys of the leed which hinderad the passage of line to a
taking fish. Nesdless to say, my success with the Tench was to say the least
very poor. (To tell the truth I only cauzht cne.) The weed was cf a very tight
constructure, ccmprising of finely interwoven strands that formed a carpet on the
bottom of the pit to a depth of 3 to 4 inches. 1 don® know the correct name of
the wead, but I am sure we have adl encountared ‘% in one form or another, and
have invented a sultable name for it. (I have 9 icat weed really did cling to

the lead swivel and the line and was a real menace. It was then 1 begah using the
stick lead to hold the line olsar of the wsed the vary nature by design of the
stick lead did this for me and my resulis very quickly began to improve.

It was then I tried to combine 4&9 attributes of the stick lmad towarda Eeling.

I am sure we have all experisnced aborilve rmms on ¥ and DB becauss weed has
clogged the eye of the lead and dus %o the increase in resistance to the Hel
taking line, the Eel has given tho dail the slbow so to speak. In these weedy
bottomed waters the number of abortive runs cen reach a really high percentags

and glve good cause for concerm. Of course these problems only arise when conditions
faoilitate the use of a lead o reach the disiance required. It is when a stick
lead is used in these conditions that it really comes in%o its own. By holding the
line olear of the weed and sliminatlng any weed clogging problema, that the passagse
of line is cleer %o a running FEel, that a non abortive run is more ensured, attaining
we hope a mere higher properticn of succesefully hocked Eels.
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e sitick lead can be easily made frem pilos £loats, drilled bullets and some
lengtns of dowel. They can be made in workabls lengths up o about 12 inchas if
requirad and weign%s up 10 170z which is the heavioens anybody should require. They
can be custom buils to sult the depths of wead in individual waters. Instead of
fixing a lead on one ead, ycu can attateh a link swivel to enable quick and easy
welght changes to sui’ conditicns.

I have found that they do not in any way iamede striking or have any effest on
casting ability dus to their lack of aero dynamic shape. Another advantage is their
ability to hold tho line clsar of under wader snegs, such as mussel beds which
pefell Alan and Arthur at Kingsmead pit, which Alan desoribed in the Bulletin a
few issues ago. This coming season will find me using stick a great deal in an
effort to overcome the weed problem. If I am fortunate in getting a run from a six
pound Eel, then its coming out mate, its coming out,

WINTER ERLING 75 (Or how to get frostbite)
By Kavin Richmond.

Owing to the mild winier (supposedly the wamme

d meat on Tecerd), I decided it waa
about time that I should foradke my werm cheir by the fire to go out in search

of that sinuous heast, Anguilla anguilla,

1 hadén’t Pished for weeks, Through December and the fizat weeks of Januaty, I
sat at home reading my fishing magezines, glorying al piciuree of eels being
caught by healthy sun~tanned anglers. It was a pleanant way to spend the
monthss just to poka the zole of my shos against a buring leg, and see 2
gelexy of sparks shoot up the chimnaey; to lock ous of the window and see the
huddled figures scurry along the strset. I was in danger of becoming morTe
lethargio than I usually aml

To me, winier has always been iciclea hanging from trees and frost at the river



bank, making the grasa a whita carpet - not standing in knee bigh mud and having
gale force winds ripping into my body, freezing up edds and ends.

However, winter eeling had talen a gripz and before long I found myaelf sitting
on the bank of & local river. Imagine my gurprise when my sSensors gounded,
resulting in an eel of 112, which gave me such a grappling game in the mire
that i+t mede female mud-wrestlers lock tame by comparison. So, fool that I am,
the logical follow up was iried at a local pit - only Bn af%ernoon/evening
session (cause I'm a coward). I must have had a couple of dozen runs on my
double lobs. Total result: 2 ddzen perch averaging the pound, with a best of
1:11. Nice fish, but 2 bit of an anti-climax.

So the year marched on and wo entered February. Then came one of those few
moments that make hisiorys "Richmond starta %o think,"

T hit on a plan to "bli%z" the eels in the River Teo -~ a tridbutary of the Taw.
Thers are not many bis eeis present, bul the eals are Pres-biting - just what

T needed. The ides waa to fish loba cr decdbalts, but anchor two tina upstream,
filling them up with pieces of fish soaked in pilchard oil and use them on &
swim feeder principle. I then hit a snag. Have you ever smelt herring, trcout,
flounders and pilchard oil together? As 2 amall, it was close to visiblel It
was so powerful that I waa sent staggering backwards when I opened the 1lids of
the bucketa. Coughing end splutisring, T ?illed my tina: heaving them into the
drink, one felt sorry for those aalal

OQut went a double lob and streight away I hit an S%0z strap which was cut up
Por bait. Then followed quite fast apert wisth Pl3h coming regularly. Whether
the eels liked my "groundbait" or just gave yasmaelves up. 1 will never know,
but i rhad eight eels arcund the pound monk, The beat for that session scaled
1:11%.

A couple of days later 1 returnad, full of cenfidence, expacting to hit my first
vtwo" of the year. But the bvest laid planBesaess

It was cold. Cold enough to shatier tungeten monkeys. I tackled up with
numbed fingers. The end of my line gtuck everywhere except through the rod
rings. After a couple of hours I bezen to loae tha Paeling of my limbs. I
decided to give up. I dld catch one smallish eel of 0315 - though it must
either have been on its annual holiday from tae arctic, or, like me, egcaped

from & lunatic asylumi

Taking everything into account, the sels I caught were nuite small but it is
better to catch smallish eels than net catch eny at all, and ten eels (irrespective
of size) from four trips during the depths of winter ias not bad. As far as

T'm concerned, the basic problem to ovaTcoms vhen winter eeling is that of
developing the right frame of mind. In order %o succeed in winter one must be
positive in approach - {e, you ars not just fishing Por wintsr eels, ycu ars

going to caich one, not worrying abcut small things lik= exposure or frosibita.

Ch! By the way, could anyone tell me how o get off the stench of week old
pilchard oil. I am being chaﬁed oy every 'moggzle" in tas neizghbourhood!
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ANOTHER APPROACH TQ EREL FISHING
By Dave Holman.

It is now twelve months since I first joined the Anguilla Club and during thia
time I have lsarned a great deal about eels and eel fishing. Inatead of flying
solo as in the past, I have had the opportunity of swapping ideas with eel
anglers far mors experienced thah I,

At the Club 4trips to Barton and Bala I gpent momt of the days talking to and
watching other members and lecking out for useful information to incorporate
into my methods.

I learned plenty, and perhaps tho z2nglers I talked to lesamed something from
me too. I hope 3o, Unfertunataly, I plckad up noi only good ideas bui, upon
reflection, scme very bad onea ton. My bigzest niatakes was to overrate the
ael's Pighting abilities and the need for such tackle that would stop & horse,
I am absclutely positive that it was tals that turned many of my summer soriies
into blanks.

The theory behind heavy tackle is that a big eel, once hooked, will immediately
find some immovsable snag and haeng on until a break: unless he iz shifted
straight off the bottom and hauled out at groal speed. Indeed, I have witnesmed
this ceremony aaveral times. This fear that the fish will snag haa turned
otherwise sane anglers into comnlete animals, inien% only on geeing their prey
in &8s qulckly as poasible, For this, the tsckle is gtrained to the limita, and
strong tackle is noeded - indeed, the standard 3/U carp rod iz sometimes too
light - and 15-201b lines are in order to balance the rig.

Last year, I fished Bala for the first time and it was here that I first realised
that heavry tackle was needed. The great depths and heavy boulders made fishing
with my normal gear out of the question. Unfortunately, instead of packing

away the heavy gear when I resorted back $o ny normal haunta, I carried on ....
with terrible results.

Those sels did not take to that approach at 3l1l, and many were the missed takes,
twitches that never developed and runs that took only a few feet of line before
dropping the bait. In fact, sometimes the alarm would scund for just a moment
and next morning I would reel back an untouched bait. Or was it untouched?
Very cereful examination proved that i1+ had besn picked up and very smartly
dropped.

Many members I have tallked to put this down i3 the =els not feeding properly,
but I had never had these problems befors - certainly never on this scale,.
The odd twitchy half=-run, yes, but not tie continued negative responge my
efforts were now receiving.

Cne morning, I set up ny tac A= ag I would normaily do, only this time the rod
was parallel to the bank and I carried tie bailt eizxity yards away and allowed
the line to gink., Tae z2mmoun®t of 2?furt recuired to move the bait against all
the resistance waa stageering. Little wonder 1 was having trouble. I tried
the same thing with lighter line of 71b aad this cut dowm the reaistance
conagiderably.

For months I had been blaming my bdlenk trips on adversa weather conditions,
lack of cloud cover ar the sffzct of moonlitht: and yet, these eela must feed
sometime, I told myseif., The prodlem was, I had been frightened into using
gear whioh was far too crude, pewerfl and wi<h all teo much resistance at the
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vital time when an eel first piciks up the bait.,

Next, thome wire traces came in Ffor closer inspection. They were a vital part
of the rig: or were they? A few years ago, I read with great interest, week
after week, in the angling press about this subject. Some people insisted on
their use, whilst cthers said they neither used nor needed them. 5o, were wire
traces needed, or were some people over doing the effect of the eel's dental
gear?

last May I visited Barton Broads 2nd inspected a dead eel which had been caught.
There for all 1o see were rows and rows of very impressive teeth ~ enough, in
fact, to bite through any nylon or even some wire traces, No wonder these
Yorkshire lads were so keen on wire traces, When I returned home, I ocaught
several eels from my owm waters and checked their tseth, FHardly eny at all -
hardly rougher, in fact, than you would find on most perch. So, here we had i%.
Some waters held sels which were obviocuasly fish eaters or cannibels - eg Bala
or Barton - but the eela of the Shropshire and Cheshire meres, where food is
obviously very plentiful end eels hardly feed on fish, they don't need the
teeth their Yorkshire or Welsh cousins have.

We have all seen how eels develop differently in different watera. Plckmere
eels have under-slung mouths developed for mussel eating; Shropshire and
Cheshirs eels have very vointed heads, for digging into mud and weedbeds, I
think, whilat foraging for food; whilat Bala eela have huge heads and mouths
Por swallowing thoae perch they obviously feed ac well om. All those esls
probably originelly oame from the same mource — the River Dee - and developed
these local ocharacterimtioes am they grew. 30, whilst traces are neocesmsary on
some weters, it ia not always so on cthers.

About now, some anglers will be saying: "If I fish without wire, I will hook a
big eel which will soon chew through my nylon line." But, here lies the problem.
I was not hooking any eels to start with, let alone a big one, since using
traces, and, besides, I had hooked and landed big eels previously without the
aid of a wire trace. I have little doubt the fish are put off by the trace,
especially when the eel picks up the bait and when the eel turns the bait round
to swallow it = i% is noi anywhere near as supple @&s the most springy nylon.

I have tried rigs which had & twelve inch trece all within the dead bait which
sprang out whenever heavy pressure was applied, but I honestly believe that on
many waters - not all - they are not nzeded. Those Shropshire and Cheshire
meres which obviously hold very big eels, carn be very gruelling places with
blank after blank afier bilani without a run. Tet it is very rare not to have
some sort of sign during & session. The ecls were there alright, but yet they
did not take.

I remember one morning looking out from my hideaway at the battery of top class
tackle, alarms and squipment which I have acquired or have been given cver the
years., It had been a perfect night, or so it seemed, and yet not a single run.
As & school boy, I push-biked to thias same favourite gpot with two rods and
reels which, between them, had to cope with everything from floatfishing for
dace to livebaiting for pike. My alarms were silver paper cylinders and I
hadn't even a brolly to keep off the wind. Despite all this, I caught eelsy
bloody big eels too. I waan't frightened to let an eel go and tire himself
out. "After all,” I used to say, "no-one expects to stop a big barbel on its
first run."

A big eel when hooked acts like any other fish, wiih blind panic and a pull
away from the force which holds it: and if the water is snag free, what is the
problem? Let them heve the line. It took me nearly 30 minutes to land my
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best eel - timed by my mate Andy - and it was caught om 51b line. Obviously,

I am not reccomending the use of tackle as light as that, but merely pointing
out that it can be done. Scaling the tackle down meana not only less reslstance,
but also more distance, Se¢, where is the need for this heavy tackle?

The thought was further brought home to me through listening to stories from
other Club memters, "All he did was freeline double lobs a few yarde out in
the middle of the afternccn and he landed one 27¢ four-and-a-half pounds." or
“Soft as you likkel T had Pished there all tha: time and he landed one of 5ilb,
carp rod and ten pound line. Jammy devili®

On another ccczssion, I was fisking a weeksnd at & loecal mere when I was awoken
by & commotion 2t the nexi peg. A bream angler had hooked A big eel and was
having trouble landing it. He eventually goit 1iis an eel of 641b. He didn't

get over excited on aesing it and played i+ cautiously and wells unlike a friend
of mine on the River Weavsr, who having played what he thought to be a good piks
for quite some time, suddenlay saw it was an eel and immedlataly dug in his

feet and wholloped into it. He broke not only the line, but also the rod.

So, for waters like Bala, keep those heavy rods and lines, but think again when
you arrive at a more open watsr., A good balanced tackls of carp rod and T-81b
line should handles any eel thoat comes along, #Ask Andy Hunter, Those Kenyan
eels of 6-121L wers zaught on tihls set up, uniil the rod was eventually amashed.

Another item of equipment I'm nct overwhelmed with ia the bedchair. Who would
be without their!s? I would not, for sures; but, never~ihe-lesa, it is a cause
of many of ocur blanks., A% first eimht, the rods all set up and the angler well
agleep seems 2 good idea. How can the fish be frightened if the angler is
asleep? (This does not apply to Arthur Smith, who's snoring is something elzsel)
The problem iz that we stay asleep, despite the fact that the balts neced
changing at regular intervals - especizclly worme which, after several hours in
the water, degeneraie ints a horrible stale.

So, thers are & few of my thoughts ragerding eels. I am open to any comments

you have, but, please, the only one I do not want to hear ias the "when I hook

a big eel, I wans 4o land 1it", becauase, quite honestly, if your mind's made up
end this is your dogma*tic approach, the Dblanks will mouni up foever more,

How well I remember one September morning on the 3hronshires Union Canal a few
years ago. I hooked an eel which tried svery %rick in the book. That fish
weighed slightly over thres pounds and gsave me a fight I shall never forget.

And that, gentlemen, ia what 1t iz 21l about.

* £ X ¥ %

Like many othe-a, I have 2lwavya held the contention that the thing that makes
Vi )
the Anguilla Club something special i3 the varisty of views we all hold. In
fact, I hava often gone as far as to say that 12 ever eel fishing became
9 3 [}
stersotyped, I would gladly depart from the feld,

Dave's article implissg that we are stareotyped. However, having had the
opportunity to chat to Deve avout its impiicationa, I know that that is not
what he really meant, His commenis really de degserve digeation and 2 serious

reply would net go amias,

w
8]

With some pointe I am in full agreementy with others I am not. I shall endeavour
to come up with an anawer befors long and oublish the same in the next isasue.

But, before rushing zo put indimant pen to paper, read through your back isaues.
Vol 11, No 1, page 3. Anything to add, Chris? (Bd. )
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A LIGHTWEIGHT LANDINC NET HANDLE
By Devid Smith.

I've been done! Sponned! Gazzumpsdl

Least you are all beginning to think that I'va gone off my rocker, I had better
explain,

Some years ago I published an article in the bulletin deacribing the building
of a lightweight landing net, 3Brian Crawferd was =0 impreased that not only
did he adapt the design to duild hia own, but he also wrote about the same in
the Angling Times.

Now, lightweight neis ars OK provided thaey 4 onto a lightwelght handle. I
have alweys found propristery handlesa t2 be very heavy, cr if they are light,
they are Par too short. 350, I had & not that would allow me to easily net an
eel, but had = handle that elimineted ihe adventage.

Then, a few years ago, I beught & rod blark from my tzme tackle dealer. He

was interested in knowing how I was zoing %o butcher the blank to meks an eel
rod, so I promised to take in the [iniabad articla, The poor misguided fool
liked the job I had made of it so ruch, that he of?ared me the task of whipping
rods for sale in his shop. I ascepted his kind o#fer and thereby became much
more conversant with the art of rod building.

Now, to lesser mortals such as I, rcds were buils up from the raw blanks but
that 18 not the case, By chopping bits off 13ft blanks, a veriety of rod types
can be built. The bits that get chopped off find thelr way into the rubblsh
bin,

One day I was asked if I could think of 2 usme for these odd bita. Although I
could not, I roplied that I did and promptly salksd out of the shop with an
armful of offcuts, Thesa clutiered up my cupboard for ages, I took a few 1o
the school a% which I was teaching and showed the puplls how to make throwing
sticks: a pal of mine pinched a few in order to make a frame for a rucksack.

Then it struck me. Landing net pola, By cutting mere blts off, I soon had a
telescopic pole of abou} T-8f% and very light in weight. Shopping around in

the local hardware shops moon resulted in the purchase of & tapped brass cylinder
and by marrying the two together, there was ny lightweight pole.

On my recent trip to Bala, Dave Holman displayed much more than casual interest,
g0 I decided that I would put pen to paper and describe 1t to all and sundry.
"Another Anguilla Club first?" I thought. 3But no. TFor there, in Angler's Mail
of 12 April, was a piece describing the construction of a landing net pole from
them thers offouts!

So, as I said at the beginning, I‘ve been gezzumped., However, I do have certain
criticisms of Peter Rayment's design, and since he's beaten me to the draw, I
shall &t least obtain satisfaction from knocking it. At a guess, you may not

be as rich as me and hava been unable t0 have aseen the article, so it is
reprinted overleaf.
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COML of the joys of malting your cwn tackle le :ilal_ﬁ:’ﬁ,&m-
" slonally finisa up with 1 produce that s unique, the sofb 0f thing |
you would never be able o Ouy across the counter oif zee. any !

L 138% '.nnm:-x STALAME. WALXING
wmm. TIR HWNT FITS lﬂtlnﬂarlm !

To eomplota the bottem haif
of the handla you need some
sort of stopper at the wide
and, but moke it 3 removable 1

{-one. | managed to plek up a
eompunents, wo lengths a5 ajpstic siseve that titied over
Hoilow zless known 28 "scep” | the gluas and had & thread
in the rod-makimg trede. wete oo, bur faillng that you coutld
abtuined i;om my local tackir ' jpake a cemovable ‘from
merchant, : . 3 place of zork or halsa, - |

Tho orher revulrements ars Jith  the butt  section |

otner angler using.
My landing net handle i3
ust such un ftem—bnt At
ot me ¢xplain what lod up to
it beign .mnde. | wanted 2
| huadle ol rehsonable length
Itur aetting fish froin aither

boat of hap%. 1t hod to be & short pists of hollow glacs

E

adiustahie. 90 a length that
could he alung acrss the
shauldera. when waoiking a fair
fatunwe Or wauing in atrem
siting,
it oed alsu to be jight in
welght and have a wida dia-
meter a1 the nandle, thuk giy-
Ing a Better srin.

Lastly, &t had to float. It's

"eapy to drop 4 nut over the

side when poat fishing and
evon In bank  faking it -la
sumetimes. necessnry to let go
of tie net foe s momant or tveo
and be able to plek it up kgain
when necded, *

Those were the requlre-
menta and the next step was

_to gat the materlals, The main

for a spjpot farmile and A
smafl hraes or stfoy piug with
a hule threuded to jfn bal.
as ysed on the and of conven-

©tlonal Leding  aets,

The butt jolnt of my net s
made from a pleca of holiow
glazs 2fr, 6in. long with an
vuteide dinmeter 1o at,
one ond and one faeh at the .
other. Into the parrow end

yon give  another plece of !

tags  about 11 inches In
ength, Teaving hell of it pros
truging to act as a apigot:
ferrule. ]

finlsited, vou next need ane
sther pieca of glasa for the
to nint, 1t needs to. da
silghtly longer than the tutt
50 that when housed [nstde !t,
it protrudes through the «
shite ita wide end must it the
spigot I the conventional
manner, h
Then you nesd a threa
olug: to }pkl the nat hand a
thiz s glued to the end of the |
top. joint. You finlsh up- with
a two-piece Hondle- with- the
butt comfortubly housing the
1op joint und which can ba
u;edmat tt‘lm llannths.l Ttio,
shovlder sHag I8, 2 simple |
affalr -xmcn»'-‘&a -Hif-\l‘lllpoped ;

" an latee,

The biggest difference between this design and my own revolves around ;h: '
function of the pole. Basiecly my pele fulfills the same fugctious as Pe erhz
except that it is designed for fish and not trout; my pole is Sf?, whereas - s
is a mere 5ft., Jetting lightweighs trout means thot he.simply l}fts the ne
out of the water with the fish in it., In contrast, 1% is my habit to draw
the netted fish to the benk., By using a spigot in tae mange? sh9wn above
presents the obvious danger of the busineas end falling ?f* if the net is
drawn as opposed to lifted. Since his pole has been designed for u?e wifh a
relatively small net when compared with the aversge specimen hunter's newd,
even at 5ft the net can be lifted ciear.

I must confess that I never thought of the idea of sp%gotting the sectlonit
together, so I cannot really sa7y that I rejscted the idea. Bu? nov th?:

has been suggestsd, I'm glad I didn't waste any grey mata considering ! ;1der
No, I think the telescopic method ia rar Dbettier and the pole has a muo

application.
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My butt

Several members
in particular.

'70'._‘3,&:(

R

ass pla :
B g Kk of 14t Lére

Fully extended, the pole measures 7r10",
top two sections
alone provides a pole of 2'10".
then Peter'!s version of the same thing.

My pole differs from his in one other aapect.

s

LETTERS TO _THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

THE first_ step is to
.examine the specimen
carefully, making a
note of any defects
such as missing scales
or any other e‘rh sical
damage suffer ring
capture. This will deter-
mine which is to be the
“ghow side” of the
fish. Notes on colour
should be taken as soon
as possible after death,
since the colours fade
e qu’Ckl .

The fish In then. laid on a

sheot of white cardboard and
_all the fins apread In tho de-
position, A pencil. out-

Is drawn round the fish

.. and three measuremants taken
.along . the top elevation —

- thickness at the head, centre
of back and wrist of the teil.
These will act dan. a guide
‘when shaping the elinned fish
at a later stage,

Next take » sheet of brown
paper and cut It rouq“hiy to
the contour line, plus 2 in all
round, The paper s then

sted to the show gide of

e fish using floue-and water
paste or Polycell and serves
as protection during the skin-
ning. When dry, the fish Is
raversed show side out and
skinning can atart,

Using the latcral line as a
gulde, an ‘inciolon is miade
‘with a surgical scalpel start-
ing at the scapular arch
mtr &m cover) and runnin

n the length'of the fia

.

- Leae

gection consists of the butt section of a LERC pole No 142.4.400. This
is complete with the plastic sleeve and threaded cap.
threc feet in length and into it slips & two foot six length of the
of & LERC 116.4.410 pole into which slips two foot ten of butt from & LERC 12ft

Lere 142-4-4oo

' I/ + Plaghe Sleevt
P

e 4 410

but if a shorter pole is required, the
can be removed to give 4'9" and when wading,

Mine sinks!

have requested details of a method of stuffing fish and eels
Anti-conservationism, you may say, but if I catch an eel over
5%1bs., I may like to stuff it.

S0, please find enclosed on article from Anglers Mail (Jan 1974)eses

TINGUPYOUROWN
'GLASS-CASER

to the caudal or tafl’ fin.' In-
sert the uai&nl lant‘l.g. under
the skin and free ‘flesh
In a downward direction yntil
%;: ‘gtomach cavity s reached.

en work In an upward
direction until the fish s
skinned along “Its whole
length,- and as far upward as
the dorsai and down to the

stomnar. '

At this point, the root bones
of the fins will be met and
strong scissors are fequired
to cut through . The fish
is then half skinned, but be-
fore 4 can proc¢ fur-
ther will be necessary to
Il‘l.;l' th%!lmgt.;:‘n In':u:h oe;pul::
are e :
the head. Then, with thed}rea
hand undemeath the body
the sclssors are gently inserted
under the backbone and this

This section is some
butt section

the top section
Phis strikes me as being much more adaptable
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s cut through at two points
~=a8 near the head as -
sible: and as 'mear the tall fin
as posalble, -

The way, s then cpen
proceed with the skinning.and
this ia best done by starting
at the tall end.

Insert -the acaipsl under
the buckbone and shear
through the flesh as close to
the skin of the " show side”
s possible, It Is most Im-
portant that the scalpel docg
not go through the skin or
the specimen will be ruined.
I have found the best way to
revent this 1a to put the [ree
and under the body, when
the progress of ths scalpel
can be felt through the akin,

When the point of sevor
ance of the backbone at the
_head Is reached ths carcase
can be [ifted out. You will
now have a skin held only at
the head with amall pleces of
flesn adhering to the fin oots
which should be cut awa
with the scalpzl, Any iles
wtill sticking to the skin can
be seraped away with a biunt
knife but It s important that
the silver lining next to the
gkin is not damaged.

THE HEAD

Attention {3 now transfarred
to the head. First rsmove ihe
ayes, and throngh the sockets,
the Lrain can de removed Sy
twisting the scalpel around in.
side the skull, Next, sever The

~rod gill rakers. and remove

them. Take a jittle time ahout
cieaning inside of the hzad
and remove 28 much flesh as
poasible. Finally, wash the
skin In running water.

Next, lay the skin on a flat
board and, with a sponge,
remove excess moisture~from
the Inside. When fairly dry,
the reservative cun  be
applied and this [s done as
follows :

- Mix an equal amount of
powdered alum and saltpetre
(or Borax) and apply to the
whole arem of the
the skin, rubbing It gently In
with the fingers and shaking
a liberal amount of the pow-
der [nalde. Next, using com-
merclal  formaldehyde . un.
diluted, paint jnaide the akull,
the wmouth, gills, and all fln
bons roots, laking care that
tht?; liquld does not touch any
other

work then wrapped [n a

esses BO, if you can adapt this one,

Cheersa,

Brian Crawford,
129 Benland
Peterborough.

to.

inside of '

rdrt af. the skin, the -
[

damp cloth and left overnight.

The flah Js then stitched
with npylon along the whole
length of the body, vang a
curved thrag-gided needle. Gn
completion . & funne! s in-
sertéd into the mouth, and
very fine sand poured into
the body sand packed as tightly
as posalble. Finally, a large
l:lug nf_%luucme {s pushed
nto the throat 10 prevent tha
sand running out, ihe aye
sockets are slay piugged.

We now have 0 Asht head
and skin fAled with sand,
which Is quite shapeless. This
la lnid upon the contour ouls
line drawn previousiy. and by
gentle patling (with a soug
ladle, ele) the skin-is ashaped
to the paitern.

Whan the axact aghape has
haon  achleved aitention s
transfar-ed to the idne, These
ghould he spraad, and posed
in the desired attitude and
ther saadwiched bHetwecn iwo
pierny of thick cardboared and
szlG. by metoi puperelips.

A waitlpg veriod of about
10 weelks must be allywaed for
the ciin W lry aut completaiy,
during wiich time the ipeci-
men  showid  Be  examinea
peric:dicatly for mould or mil-
dew, Shouid hls awpear it
cun he romoved with  pure
aleohel or methylated apirit.
Wheg sompletely dry the plug
In ramoverd f{rom the throat
and ali the sand emptied from

the siktn, which, aitaough
pliapla - will retain  perfect
naoe,

The fing at thls stage are
very fragile and ‘he cardboard
should be left in posidon w0
rotect them [{rom damage.

¢ whola fish should then
bhe treaved with cne coat of
white ahgilac and left over-
night for this to dry rock
hard. The cardbouard ls then
removed . from tha Gns and
these are reinformed on the
underneath with acotch tape.
The stitches along the skin
are cut and the interlor of the
skin ls half Riled with saw.
dust, On top of the sowdust
a dlock of pine wood I8 lad
and fnally the rest of the
gskin !s flled with papler
mache (tha wood is included
to accommodete the fixing
strews whan the fish is in
the glass case),

Tha fish is then painted
with water colours and var-
nished with artists’ picture
varnish, or ¢ciear polyurathane,
Glass ayes are then fitted Into

I1t'd be very grataful,

the gockecs with plaatic wood
or plasticine. .-

t cannot be overempha-
slned that it is extremely difil-
cult, f not Impassble, for
the amataur to reproduco: the
trug colours. For this rsason,
the setting wp of fish la gen-
eraily regarded up one of the
hardest branches of iaxidermy,
Birds and animaix very- oblig-
ingly rotain their nbtural
plumage or fur colour, - but
with ilsh thome subtle slipdes
and trangiucent colours fade,
and the best eiforts of an
expert cun only be a shadow
of the original. erafore
simplicity la tho keynote and
the following noted may be of
soma  help,

The plke i3 always n firm
favourfte for o gioss case,
and fortunaiely Is one of. the
susiest fish t0 make a r=ason-
able job of. | use Raeves
water cplowra for the simple
reasun ey

‘ pan na. . assiy
onpiterated with wards &fﬁllﬁd'

trnas ant joar fgnt,

Pirst, padnt ol the fln rayn
hitek, und the ns themsuivey
4 biand of hiown and orange,
Thz beliy ashould ba rusned
with very flne giass paper
which will produce o betler
eifect than ail eiforta to paint
{t. The inaside of the mouth
and  the back and flanks
should then ke gziven a heavy
coat  of . " Amatrix ' white
aheila~. This sheflae 'y, In face,
like yailow ivory In colour
wnd not white at all and wili
talre about J0 minutes to dry
rock hard,

To prodiuce the characterls.
tic dappled markings of the
pike, iaks a amall penknife,
and carefully scraps away the
shallac  at  spaced Intervals
along the bodg. Thoge scraped
areas will show ugodllaht.er
than the rest of the , and
also aveld the “ painted look."

h

The whole flsh s then var-

pishad with clear rod varnish
and those hitherto drab water
colours will atond out in &
most pleasing manner, (In all
cases where varnish Is speci-
fied, clear polyurethane 15 a
better alternative.}

‘SMOKY.! TENCH

With tench paint the fins
bleck with just a faint sug-
gestion of dark hiue, this will
fve that " smaky" effect,
“rom the dorsal fin 1o
approximately a third of the
way down the slde use a
very dark brown. As you pro-
ceed downwards, a Jlght

- clenn  brugh,

rown, dnd fthe flanks and

lly are a biend of yellow
and . orange, - At this  stage
thera will be. two i .
“tide marks,"” so,. dip a clean
saft rag Into water and rub
Into the light F"J; water
colour, then apply the cioth
to the ilsh. untll the shades
merga correctly. £ 3
e tanch has also a beauti-
ful golden sheen and this is
}r{ery dim%!: to repraduce.

owever, r anveral m
ments the hest. umc! was
arrived at an follows. Pour &
small quantity of rod vamish
into a saucer and Inta the
varnlsh Introduce a minute
quantity of gold lecquer (ob-
tainabje from any brench of
Waolworth's), The gokien par-
tickes will hmmadiately  sep-
arate and spread through the
varnisah, ;

Stir well and apply the mix-
ture to tho flah with e goft
altow to  dry
hurd, and flually apgly a thin
coat of vernish, This method
I8 equelly  successful  with
what can b2 leimed as the
“ pPearly Fishes” such as
roach, dace, and grayling ex-
copt, of course, that the gold
iacquer iy substituted by pearl
natl varnish, With flsh such
48 the rutid and chab 2 com-
binatton of the two will pra-
doce the " brassy " lcok
which is characteristic of these
fishues. ) :

Lastly, a word about the
ayes. lass eyes can, of
course, be cobta'ned from a
professionel taxidermiat, but
it Iy not everyone who can
contact a professional, fo
here's what to do. a p}
child’'s doll with the tyrc ot
nlye that s weighted Inside
the head, on removal the eye
will be found :g have 8 ‘con-
vaxed outer edge, 18
reverss 4lde will ba R:t with
a small pip In the centre
similar to a miniature rousbs
room with a short stem.,

With a razor blade reamove
the original colouring (whlich
is Invariably bluak and paint
the pupit fet black, From tha
base of the cantra: stem to
the outer edge, the irls will
be cowoured Aappropriate  tG
the . apecles concernad, after
which the whole oya should be
varnished to prevent the paint
from chipping.

Haroié Whitworth

Qhaic you are, Brian. I hope that's adapted enough for youl (Ed.)



LAMENT OF A FUTURE CHILD
By Tony Hollerbach.

Why, daddy, why?

Why did the countryside die?

Why are thore no birds flying

Up there in ths big blue sky?

Where are the fields, the grass or the streams
The countryside, you said, was only in my dreams.
Why, daddy, why

Did the couniryside die.

Why, daddy, wky

Do country peovle eTy?

When here in town we have no care,
Although we breathe pclluted air.
why do thay cry, daddy? Why, oh why?
Is it becausse there is no graas

Or no birds flying in the sly?

Way, daddy? Plsase tell me why.

Way, dusddy, why?

Why are no fish awimming in the sea?
Shew me & tadpole

Please, just for me.

Iz there no Jod living in tae aky?
Why doesn’t he de scmetiing;

Make the birds f£lr.

Why, deddy, why? Plesase tall me why.

My little child, don’t ask ae why

Thare are no birds flying in the aky.

We took all the countryside, we needed the land;
We took all the fishes, on beaches the sand.

We took all the hedges, trees and wildlife

To try ard cresate a world free from atrifae.

But don't asit me why birda aren't in the sky

Or why the countryside did die.

Pleasa, &y little ore, don'i ask me why.

22





