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LEDITORIAL

"whot's happened to the Bulletin?'" asked the ecl
fisheriena

"I hear," soid the shifty looking character creeping
froi: the shadows of his pog, "that the Scotland Yard Porn Squad
has iipounded it."

"Do you mean to say that Lord Longford nentioned it?"

The shifty eyes uoved around. His lips uoved in reply
but the words were drowned by the rocring of a Klaxon horn,
indicating that the ecl fisheruian had a bite.

Ten uinutes had passed and the two were now enjoying
a brew. He had nissed another, The slurping of coffee was
interupbted as he continued his caquiry.

"Anywey, ebout this Bulletin scandal, have there been
any arrests?” -

"Not yebt," scid the eyes,"but I hear he's helping the
police with their enquiries o.... and that neans the sane thing.

Bt e B nid b

The plain brown envelope landed on the deor uat.
Unfortunately, he was oubt fishing and it was his doting
considerate wife who found iv. Nervously she opencd the
package, dreading wat she night find, Alas, it was as she
expected, and, on seeinyg its gruesone content, wept profusely.

She rescaled the envelope and dried her eyes., It
would not do for her husband to know that she had been prying
into the details of his sccret vice., She had heard runours
cbout such publicaticns and ncew she, the ecl fisheruon's wife,
knew thot it was brue. A thought crosscd her nind,

"T hope he doesn't indulge in tockle-swappingd'

He roturncd hoie after another blank., It was there
on the rantlepicce, carefully rcscaled and, to all appcorances,
unopened. She did not speak: she did not heve toj; the lock 1n
her eye showed thot she disapproved nct only of his perverse
habit, but also of the sordid contents of the plain, sealed
envelope.

in ecstatic glint appearcd in his cycs. The corner
of his routh rose in a faint siile and he had to lick the
anliva as it trickled down his check. Aftor ionths of
frustration, this was it.

"At lest", cried the cel fisheriian., He clawcd
nuibly at the package like o nan pogscsscd. He ripped the
paper away, not bothering to cpen the cnvelope in the normal
[ANNET.

"At lost," he repeated, his veice now ali.cst
unrecopniseable. With a blcood curdling screcl he colleopscda
and fell fooidng ot the wouth. "Ab last, ny blocdy Bulletinl"”

DAVID SMITH
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SUMMER '71
By Henry Hanson & John Szwechlowicz,

The summer of '71 proved to be about the best year's
szeling that we have ever had. We say this not only in the terms
of the number of fish caught, or of their individual sizes, but
also for the people that we have had the good fortune to have
met, talked to and fished with,

When we were first accepted as provisional nembers,
we fcelt that we were dealing with a somewhat unknown quantity.
Our doubting minds were soon eased by the many letters that we
received and the friendly atmosphere that we found ourselves
becoming involved in, Conscquently things began o happen fast:
arrangenents were made with other club members and many enjoyable
sessions werce had in our part of Lincolnshire.

Fron fishing with other club ncmbers it soon becane
obvious that our nethods and aiims werc very similar. The one
nain big difference, however, was in the actual tackle used;
our's was one hell of a lot lighter! The tackle we uscd
consisted of 10ft glass Carp rods (test curve 121b.) and 10-121b
bs line., In contrast, this year we will be using S/U Carp rods
(test curve 441b.) coupled with lines of 14-181b bS.

The hooks we uscd, usually Mustad or O'Shaughncssy,
were sizes 2-1/0, the size dependant upon the bait size. Prior
to last season we did not use wire traces, in fact we had no
need for them. We used to use monofilament traces, usually
about 2ft in length and of 17-241b bs. Using these for the last
Tew seasons, we lost no cels due to their being bitten through.
O coursc, cach trace had to be discarded afver an cel had been
caught on it. With this method we had nany ecls up to 3:15.
From the beginning of last season, however, we decided to change
over to multi--strand wire for traces, usually about 151b bs.
Using thesc had no obvious debtrimental cffcclts on our resulis,
although it would have becn inbteresting to have used both typc
of trace during cvery scssion, thus a direct counparison could
have boen made,

These set ups that have been described were usced in
conjunction with modified Heron bite decbectors, although silver
paper was often prefered in high winds as the intermittent buzzing
throughout the night provented us frou getting a good night's kipl

J
Regarding bait, we will usc anything, but prefer

S=f4inch roach, rudd or pcrch. This is mainly becausc they are
the nosgt convenient, althcugh we have tried tench, blecak, breon,
iuoc and crucian carp. This year we will try trout, sprats and
1dfishl

The actual fishing was done alwost exclusively in the
aony small ponds and pits that are scattercd about North
‘incolnshire, Ilost of these waters (all class 2.2.) arc reed
fringed, open and very sinilar in character to those which John
Harris wrote about (NAC Bullectin 8.3 Nov. 1971.). Hence the
najority of then arc of o muddy colorabion and have open, wecd
frec bottous, although thecre arc ccrbtain percentage of wabtoers,
cspceeially ncear the coast, that are very cleor and, as a resulfb
of this, very wecedy. We have tended o avoid this latter type
of water, partly becausce we preterced tnc first type and partly
because we sinply did not have adequotce taclile suitable for
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fishing thesc weedy waters. As we are now better equipped,
we shall be fishing this type of water a lot more in the
coming scason. As o uatter of interest, these waters which
arc near to the sca, in souce cases not more than 50yds, often
have a very high proportion of bootlaces, and any bait, no
natter how big, is constontly being nibbled by them. This

of course, as I wa surc you will have realised, is not
conducive to the catching of large ccls, Hence, we hope you
can sec our prefercnce for the first type of water uentioncd.
Of course, these waters have their bootlaces too (what water
hasn'v?), its just that they are present in nuch more
nenageable proportions.

It should be stated that nost of the waters in
North Lincs. have a large head of cels of all sizces. To
fish them, all you have to do is lob out. a rcasonable
dcad-bait to somc sort of holding place such as a decp hole,
shelf, weed bed, cte. "There arce very few pike to worry about;
we have caught only one (341b) in the last few scasons. As
long as a foir awcount of effort is put in, we oftén usc
4 or 5 rods cach, results arc bound to follow. This was
proved last scason by the number of good ecls we landed
between us. As ncew ucubers we do not feel gualified to say
whether or not our results are good by club standards, but
we are rcally satisfied with then, cspecially sinec we both
raised our personal best last scason. Rels of 5:0% (J8) .
and 4:13 (HH) added the final touches to a rcally ncmorable
scason.

We have tricd deytine celing (in the nuddy waters)
and have enjoyed a small nceasurc of success, although we
have not really put in any greot effort into this aspect of
the sport., Of course, we know that Lincs. waters are well
suited to daybime celing, as this has becen aptly dcmonstrated
by John Harris.

Most of thce Lincs. wabters we fish have o good head
of bait fish and cre rclatively ceasy to catch: until they arc
nceded for bait! It is for this reason that we have sbtarted
stockpiling dcadbaits. They are kept in a deep freeze unitb,
In this way, we can always get hold of sone bait when we
neceéd it. If fresh bait is casily obtaincble wherc we intend
fishing, then we will use it in prefcreancce to frozen bait,
though woe have not found that using frozen bailts has any
drawbacks or disadvantages. It moy be that they have an
advantage in that they cen be injected with a particular
scent or esscence and have it frozen in,

On « fincl notc, it was intercesting to read Ala
Howkins' quotes on light fackle in a past issue (WAC Bulletin
8.2 April 1971, idditorial.). As we have ncver used very
heavy Gackle, by club standards anywoy, night 1t be that we
have had our good results os a dircct result of this? It is
true that by using rclatively light gear we could be
hopelessly outgunned by a big cel. This in fact did happen
to us last scoson, although in that particular case the hook
pulled out of the dead-bait: but that once was cnough, we
can assurc youl

Thus the question of whether to usd 1ight Gockle
and ‘risk being broken, but probably catching more; or to usc
heavy gear and consequently coatch fuwer ecls, but lond
everything hocked is something for the individual to decide.
After lost secson's cxpericnces we know which one wc'ill choose.
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RiCIPES (2)
By Lol Dcrricote.

Lol told me that he had a few nore recipes in his
»0ook that may be of intercst to us. Here are another thrce,
Only on¢ is for ecls, the other two being pike dishes. If,
tike nme, your sumner's ecling is spent disgorgeing snall pike
and wondering what to do with the little B's, herc is the
answerd -~ Id,

STEWED ELLS
Ingredicnts:

2 Icls

%pint of becf stbock

zpint of port wine

1 blade of nace

4 allspice

2 cloves

leuon slices

1 button onion

pepper &salt

1oz buttcr

1oz flour

1 tablespoon of nushroom kctchup
1 glass of claret or any light wine

Method:

Cook the picces of c¢cl in a sbtew pan in one part of
port wine to two pawts of bceef stock, flavoring then with
nace, allspice, cloves, somc slices of lemon, o very little
onion and pepper & salt. Siuncr slowly for about an hour,
then strain and thicken the grovy with butter and a littlc
“lour, Add anchovy saucc, nushrocn ketchup and wine. Berve
she pieces of ceel arranged in a circle, onc picce overlapping
another, and pour the sauce overs.

BAKLD PIKE
Moethod :

Open the fish, clean and scale it thoroughly. Dust
Lt inside with pepper & salt and fill it with butter. Wrap 1n
a buttered paper, lay in a baking dish and bake in a good ovene
4L pike of about four pounds weight will take about an hour to
ccoke, Arronge on a hot dish, and scrve with the ligquor from
she pan strained over it., If you arc liberal with the butter,
this is a dish fit for a king.

STUFFED PIKE
Method:

Clean and scale the pike. Moke a forcemeat with
preadcecrunbs, sweetherbs, bubtter, a few chopped oysters ond a
oned and chopped anchovy. Season with salt & pepper and &
pinch of ground mace. It is obvious that the quantities nust
depend upon the size of the pike, bub be carcful not to use TCo
puch anchovy. Stuff the fish, scw it up and lay it in a deep
baking dish. Pour a large glass of claret over it and bake for
one hour or nore¢ according to sizs, basting frequently. When
done, dish up the pike. Add the juice of an orange to the liquor
in the pen. Strain it over vhe fish and serve imicdiatelye
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THE PURSUIT OF BIG EELS IN RIVERS
By David Wakeficld.

One of ny first introductions to the comnon
freshwater eel, Anguilla anguilla, was on a family holiday to
Yorkshire's East coast rcsort of Scarborough in 1953, My
father has been a life-long angler end I was following in his
footsteps with the avid cinthusiasu of youth, wmuch to the
chagrin of ny uother.

Fach morning we rosc at about 04,50 and collccted
Tishing tackle and fresh sandcel bait and walked the two uiles
from our hotel to a small river which entercd the sca a fow
niles above Scarborough at Scalby. The quarry were supposed
to be Sea Trout, and fishing with live sandeel on nediuvim float
taclkle in the rocky pools on this tiny estuary we caught one
or two up to 2-31lbs. Then it happencd. In the crystval clear
I wabtched as the sinuous shape of an cel weaved its ponderous
way frouw rock to rock, steadily downstrean to the sca a
gquarter of o mile away. When we got used to spotting thesc
fish cebout their business of uigrating to the sea, we realised
hat there werce hundreds of then. Fishing on the botton with
dcad scndecls we book dozens of then up to about 31bs, and in
that clear water the whole scquence of approach to the bailt,
the take, the run and the fight werce clearly visible., In
overy casc vhe cel spotbted the bait, approached it with caution,
nouthed it and tlhen shook it before taking the bait properly
into the nouth. As scoon as the bait had becen engulfed the
cel turned and ran for a safe spot, such as under a rock.

When struck, the ecl would always conbest the issue
ficrcely, oppacently trying to disengage the restraint on
its. jaws by usc of its tell around the trace. When this did
not succccd, the characteristic epiuning tactic was in all
cases uscd at aboul widwatir.

That week we caught and returncd ucny ccls. They
were all returned as we werce proud of the fact that we were
"coarge" fishers, and good coarsce fisheriien always return
the catch (even the sca trout). I was a confirned addaict by
the end of thce holidoy.

I have retuncd to that 1ittle river nany tinmcs
over the years and have obscrved prolific clver rumns and
adult migrations, and cought nany good eels. But now no
rnorc as the gane fishers noved in and have bought the whole
river thercby dcebarrings the wondering angler and cel-uan
alike, as it is now fly only and very privatc. But what of
the tarns on the Yorkshirce noors that this little river stens
frou? And what about thosc prolific elver runs? There nust
bc sone big cels somcwhere in that erea that arc not residing
in the game fisheormen's private prescerves.

However, I digress for a morient, but nerely intended
as o background for csteblishing uy own rcasons for fishing
for cels in rivers.

I have, over the last twenty ycors, fished the
following rivers acnd their btributarics: the Yorkshire Ouse,
Yorkshirc FEsk ond the River Dart systen of Devon. TIrom these
rivers I have taken many ecls, often when fishing for other )
specics, as after all I an (or lilie to think I am) an all-round

angler. Howcever, I nust point out at this stage that in every
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case cach particular river has yielded the best fish fron the
specialised approach oand intent to fish only for ccls,.

My first huge eel cance from the R.Dart in 1965 - long
hefore I was a National Anguilla Club meimber. This fish caue
frouw tidal fresh wabter below a wicr apron and its actual location
wos a very decp-hole under the apron itsclf, which was flanked
by largc boulders. It took a patermostercd live trout, 4ing long
which is, I think, an illegal way of fishing in that river,
which was lowered sbtraight down to it fron the boat in whick I
was fishing. The ecel was cought at first light and weighed 5:133.
The fight reduced ny treasurcd R.Walker Mk,IV carp rod to a
wilting, sloppy garden canc and the 121b bs braidced nylon, which
just happened to be on the small Penn 160 rcel I used, was put to
the ultinate test.

This fish wos followed by wnany eels between 2 cnd 41bse.,
usually token on fish livebaits, cr, lower down, crab baits a¥er
the period up to suuwicr 1969 when I rceturncd to Yorkshire.

The next river to reccive ny atitention was the Yorkshire
iiske Now, this river has always had an cenormous run of cels, and
night fishing the wierpools, where pernission was obtained, with
big lobworis proved very successful with cels up to 241bs.

In scarch of bigser specinens I turned %o the nuddy
harbour cstuary arca by the fish dock, balt being changed to
herring strip. The result was stoggering. Iiterally hundreds
of eels in the period October to Februory, all fceding on herring
scraps, ctec. fron the boats. Bubt still I could not beat the 3lb.

arrier, and when I did, it was with a congeri

That was when I returncd to the Yorkshire Ousce

Now, as & fanily, we¢ have had a carcvan on a farm on
the banks of thc Ouse for twenty-five years, and over that period
I have averaged about two dozen weckends a year on this river and
nany longer stays plus doy tripse. This river is ny "home patch'.

Way back in the nid--sixties I accidently caught a near
61b eel below a wicr pool when barbel fishing at night. Believe
ne, until that ccl was landed it felt and behaved like the world
record barbel. It accepted lobworng and I struck it at the first
solid pull. Luckily for me I was fishing open water over a mud
botton interspersed with patches of sand and gravel and therc
were no big snagsae

It ran and hugged the bottow until ny arn ached, and
when I finally got it ncar cnough to shine the flashlight on it
I fyund I could not get it into ny londing net. I managed o
beach it and weighed it at the lock housc the next norning.

Without doubt ny favourite pitch on this river is ¢
slow wicerpouol slack at Naburn. Over the last few years ny
fishing companicns and I have taken dozens of cels of 21b+ fron
here, with the best at 4:27 last yeor. We always usc worl baits
on cur No 1 rods and do not allow the cels to run as this is fotal
since cither the bait is dropped or you are snagged. This is the
rcason why deadbaits arc not go successful, ILivcebaits, however,
are o different natter,

At present we cre rcethinking our techniques to embrace
a stortling (in ny view) experience that a coupanicn hod con the
Ouse last Februory. We were perch fishing a slow decp, nud
bottoued slack froi a wrecked barge. We used foat tockle and
small, deep fished bullhcad livebaits. Iufrequent bites producced
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long slow perch runs, and perch to 14lbs. Then Grahan had
the bite. His snall avon flcat 'plopped' under and stopped
dead still, about six inches below the surfacc. We weited
for the usual run, but it never canc. After about fiftcen
seconds that scencd like fifteen ninutes, he struck hard,
the rod bent doeublce and the floot didn't novel! Snagged?
No, the float was ncvingl! With full pressure o the 61b
line and Avon glass rod the line was slowly recovered
against a punderuuu swbylng novenent., Then I new what it
was even before we saw ity he had no chance whatscever., In
a few seconds I saw it and so did Groham. A truly vast eecl,
at least nine or ten pounds, possibly nore; shortish, but
chLonduuSly fat, its Jjaws slightly agape w1vh that 81lly
size two single hook in its top jaw.

Grahen nearly feignted (he's only 16). I did
scuething far worsc - shouted and grabbed the gaff ncant for
pike. At ny shout there was a terrible boiling and the cel
shot stroight into the wreck: we never saw it or the terninal
tackle again, and Grahan reccived very badly cut fingers
which bccanc trapped boetween the recl line and the butt ring.

Now, that was an ecl! A river ccl, and what's nore,
it is a resident river cel, Grohon will ncever be the sane
again, He spent last year (the warier nonths) with a 241b
ecl in a huge tank in his garden and fed it on all scrts
and watched it, then fina l]y put it intc our own private
pond (class 2. ) to grow intc a record.

: Sone tine in the not too distant future he has a
date for a return natch with that big cel - thoet ie if I
don't get it first., You sec, he rclies on ne for tronsport,
and ny baser instincts kecep suggesting I leave hin at hone
and stake out that big ecl pitch for nysclfl

To gun up ny conclusicns on river ecls and eeling
so far, all of wy big river cels (241b+) have coue from tho
following types of wuto 5k «CIEEp ) boulder strewn wier pools in
nuddy tidal rivers (90%) s tloﬂl nuddy estuaries near a sourcce
of food, eg. fish scraps (5%); other wrccks and cbstrucions
in deep, mud bottoned, slow uncving swims ncar to the
junction of tidal and nen-tidal water, lock gates, etc. (5%).

My conclusions arc obvious. Tor big ecls in 0y
type of river you necd the following scrt of features: docp
woter; nud, or nearby nud botton; obvious holding arcas in
darlk secludod corners. To catch theu the following actics
arc cnployeds fish carly uorning to about two hours after
sun up; use worn or livebait, and do not wait for a run,
using instant srike rigs.

It secus to ne that an ecasily obtained food supply
is a big foctor in the location of blg ecls in erOPS,
coubined with confertable, dark, sccurc living quorters

Bt s e i Bt o
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A LIGHTWETGHT LANDING NET
By David Snith.

There have been nany articles in past Bulletins
dealing with the problen of getting a run, showing that you
have a run and naking sure that you wake up in tine to know
that you have a run! But there is little mentvion of what to
do after that: perhaps an article telling us to strike and
winch in the captive is a little obvious., This isn't rcally
ny gripe, since the tackle we use, sonething akin to that uscd
for beach casting, stands no 'stick' from the quarry. There
L3, however, a problen in transfering the beaten captive from
the water to the bin, sack, bag or what have you,.

I'or years I have beached eecls and, once on land, grab
the trace and pop then into the bin or bag, using a nct only to
land oddities such as brean that teke the baite Owing to their
inherent diabolieal shape, brean arc difficult to beach. After
iast year's tactical chats to other nembers, however, I decided
that a decent sized eel net was inperative and I accepted the
challenge to try uny hond at building onece.

I should point out at this stage that I have ten
thuibs, and when I began to build ny net I quite expected to
end up with scuwething not unlike an octopus -~ arns everywhercl
L was not tu be disappcinted.

As I saw it, the constructicn of a net involved five
- Y2
nmajor processes, as well as o host of ninor cnes that cre better
forgotten, Thesc five were:

1. Abtoching the froine to the hondle.

2. Having long sprecder arits to give o fedr size.
3. Obtaining o net.

4o TFixing the net to the sprcader aruns

5. Hoving sonething at the frent end betwecen the
spreader armns to support the front part ¢f the netb,

The third cof these probleiis was solved for ne by Ernie
orne, who kindly gove ne sone netting: bub this ereated another

nroblen -~ I had to sew it together.

Taking the above processes in order, I set about building
ny net as follows. I decided that a modified landing net fraue
woeuld sult ny needs. It had to, since I was, and still an,
incapable of building onel! Now, I had a landing net frame. To
ne it was just a landing net frane, but I have since found out
that it is of a ncvel type of construction, having an ingenious
hinge to facilibtate easy folding.

Anyway, to continue, I cut the anterior end of the
frane cff, lecaving only thce hinge nechoniisn and the stubs of
the sprcader arns, This gave nie a nechanisn whoreby the net
would collapse and be atbached to the handle,.

Heving shortened the sprcader arns fron 18" to 6" I
now had to lengthen then again to the required 40", This I
acheived with sounc tubular zinc alloy thot I found in the
garden shed. These tubes werce force fitted over the coriginal
stubs, giving uc the long spreader ariis, The two being connected
by a length of nylon chain.
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The net wos sewn into a bag-~shoped object about
five feet in depth, with 251b bs bralded terelene line,
The top of the bagy was folded cover and sewn net-curtain
fashicn to forix a tube, which was then pushed on over
the spreader erns and chain,

This, then, was ny net. It gave ne the required
sizc, but had twe disadvantages: it was heovy and not
unlike an octopus. It did, however, scrve the purpose.

With the advent of the end of the ecling scason
I put ny net away and forgot about it until this spring.
At Gerry's exhibition I got talking to a couple of Carp
fishernen on the subject of landing nets and the problen
stared ne in the face again, frnie Orue told ne that
Geoff Swailes had built a landing net in fibre glass.
This, I thought, nay be the answer,

At the SGM Geoff pave ne a block upcn which to
work and showed une his net. It looked really good and
certainly overcaune one of the disadvantages of nine - it
locked professional: but it was still heavy.

Back hone I wos on the drawing board working
out how to build another net, using Geoff's block to hold
the srcader aris sccure as well as provide a point for
avtachnent to a handle., I dug out the octopus tc see
what I could learn fron it.

I suddenly realiscd thet all I was after was an
inprovenent in locks. A fiber plass net frame would be
just as, 1f not nore heavy than the octopus, so why not
try to tidy ny own net up and save nany hours of unental
strain trying to build a new one¢d At this stage I put
Geoff's block to cne side and sbarted agein (sorry Geoff).

In order to rcduce the weight I decided to
replace ny tubular clloy spreader arns with canc oncs,
retoining the sane nethod of folding and spreading. I
bought o couple of 'selected' canes from the hardware storce,
tenpered and stroightened then, rceunoved the knots, varnished
and painted thew black, for no particular rcason. The cane
wos then whipped on to the stubs of the sprcader aris.

Ernic's net was still to be uscd, but I felt that
it was toou deeps five foob neant that it was only a few
inches shorter than uyself, sc I rcduced it soucwhat. It
is attached in uuch the sane way as before,

The net result of this (pleasc excuse the pun)
is a large, light nct. It has already seen scrvice and
has easily swallowed a ncar six peund pike without showing
any sipgns of undue stressa

There is one najor adventage of its being light,
it can easily be used to land everyfish., I usced to think
it strange that nateh fishermen would ncet even very .siall
fish. The idea, so I'n told, is to catch those fish that
fall off the hock on loanding, ic. it is a safety net. This
idea is of great valuce to the cel fishcerman who nay have
waited nany hours for o sclitary run., What a blow to loosc
that fish on landing, as happened to pocr Ernic on the Whitb
trip. The noral is sinple, always usc a ncetj and if the
nct is tu be used all the time isn't it scnsible te try to
reduce its weight?
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CLUB TRIP TO BARTON BROAD
By Alan Howkins,.

Barton is like a snall Norfolk broad that has been
lifved fron its rightful home and dunped on the inhospitable
vanks of the Hunber Estuary. There are perhaps 10 acres of
muddy water, broken up by islands of narshy land and extensive
teds of Norfolk reed. Local knowledge is an advantage in
negotiating this soggy wilderness, as more than one bootful
of slime will tesbtify.

Nine brave souls fron the Anguilla Club nade their
way to Barton over the Spring Bank holiday, and were given a
waril welcoue by the owner, Mr Murray, We were all inspired
by the photograph of an enornous eel netted out a couple of
years ago, together with about half a ton of lesser fish to
about six pounds, and there was a very real effort by the
Glub neinbers to spread themselves around the water and cover
&5 nany areas as possible. In the event though, only seven
Tish were caught - all but one¢ on dead-bait. There were,
however, plenty of runs, but the cels insisted on carrying
their prize to dense recdbeds before swallowing, often involving
a journy of nearly 100 yards. They werc also rather shy and
resented any drag on the line. This nadce for a lotv of abortive
takes, and a fair nuitber of imuovable objects stuck fast into
snags. In the event, the best fish wes a shade undor three
pounds, with two others over two pounds. Things uight have
been very diffcrent, however, if John Harris had landed a
nonstrous thing he hooked right under the rod tip. But, alas,
1t dragged the angler down the bank to a snag, where it stuck
ra8t,

On worn it was action all the way. Quite literally,
at tines it was a run o minute. Most of us had a o at one
t1nle or another, and gave up after missing about 30 bites on
the trot. Not Dave Ball, however, who stuck it out until he
nede contact - with a Bream. Fortunately, for the fish, it
“ell off before the angler could get at it! Equally persistant,
<dohn Szwechlowicz eventually took a bootlace to round off his
i/ripo

The weather, of coursc, was the real recason for the
relative lack of success, I an told it was normal for the arce,
viich ncans utterly apalling. The wind wos a cold notherly;
strong at all tines it perversly rose to gale force as soon as
it ot dark. There were two ninutes of sunshine on the sccond
day but otherwise there was heavy cloud with frequent rain storus.
souctines the sky cleared after dark, and then it got bitterly
cold, BSo cold, in fact, that this angler, fishing into the wind
as ever, switched off his alarn systen on the third night because
he dare not lcave his bed: and lost several ccle ag o CONSCQUENCC,

Despite the conditions, and the menerally poor results,
the trip nust be ranked as an unqualificd success as a club
event. lembers nade a great effort to be there, often involving
A very long journey. A special tribute nust be paid to Arthur
cnith, who had just had a bout of flu and felt far too groggy
to fish, but never-~the-less cane just to provide a 1lift for
his Yorkshire colleagucs. As on all Club outings, cvents
were conducted in a rare spirit of good hunour, with unexpoctod
offerings of a hot brow to console o shivering fisherman who
has Just lost an ccl. And., of course. Clive Hourhiton and John
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Harris showecd to perfcction the Yorkshirce habit of always
turning up at ones' brolly cntrance preciscly at ncalvine.
Dave Ball, I fear, cheated in bringing his wifc; indced, his
life was in dire peril when, after watching nc fish the
unptecenth spider out of my ccoking pot, announced that he
would just "go and flick his fingers arcund his brolly to
order breokfast". The antics of the Tilly lanp brcan
fishernen, quite a plague in that part of the world, ncver-
the-less provoked endless anusenent, Until, that is, the
Lincolnshire lads pointed out that it was quitce possible for
a Jumbo jet to nistake Barton for the floodlit approach to
the nearest airport; after this wc took the bream nerchants
a bit nore seriously!

Above all, we all knew that we were fishing a water
which undoubtedly held an ecl to satisfy every one of us., 5o
prolific is this area for big ecls that it can be quite
unnerving for those of us who conc fron less well endowed
regions, After one long scssion with the locals, Ernie Orue
asked to be excuscd while he went and had a little wecep
behind the bushes. I don't think he ncant it, but after
fishing the Shropshire nercs, I know how he felt. Barton is
a nost intercesting ploce to fish, full of good swims and well
worth amother Club outing. But this tine, let us go in August
when the tenperature mnay be above frcezing pointe

B i B o Wt s B

A REPORT ON STANLLY PARK LAKE

By John Watson.

Stanley park lake is 26 acres in size and is divided
into two parts connected by boating clhianncls, Onc end of the
lake is heavily wooded giving.good . cover to the poacher,
whercas: the other end is only wooded along the roadside, the
remeinder of the banks being quite clear. It is along thesc
clear banks that fishing is dllowed during the open seasolls

The average depth of the lake is four feet and the
botton is nuddy. The boats are a nuisance if one fishes the
legal sceetion of bank, bubt the biggest basket is the broeanms

A1l of ny fishing this year has been confincd to .
two swins. on the top wooded part of the lake, where occasionally
one hits a snag. Therc do not appear to be any snags in the
legal area. The snags are usually in the forn of subnerged
branches constantly drifting up and down the lake, either
subnerged or partly submerged. It is worbt when there ig a
strong blow, because a strong undcercurrent develops.

Over the post six years I have fished the lake only
on odd ocecasions because I could not stond fishing with all
those idiots on the bank around me. Due to that fact, I had
never caught an eel over 2:6. I had heard unconfirncd reports
of big eels being caught, the best being 5:2. The hest cel
that I had seen landed was 3:8 which I helped land for a
young lad last cutunn.
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My nain reason -for fishing the lake so carly this
scason (nid April)-was because I thought this water offered
ne the best chance of an ecl, having a waber teupcraturc of
54, The first session began at 00,30 - I didn'v go earlier
because of heavy troffic on the road adjacent to the lake and
thus the chances of being spotted werce great, By first light
ny friend and I had taken 12 cels including five over 21b, and
one over 31b; quite a reumarkable start. The cels nust have
been queuing up for the baits! We ron out of lobworms and
decad=-baits and I ended up using brean guts with success,

The following Monday I fished from 21.00 to 24,00
and took four eels to 31lb, losing thrce others - one bLiv
through the line, and the other two broke the line that had
becone frayed by the snags. The following weekend I caught
esls to %3:9 on the Friday night and on the Saturday night ny
friend Paul had one of 3:4 whilst I caupht one of 4:0, After
this results dwindled a little until the tenth session saw a
blank. A thorough search of the banks revealed a breok in the
vndergrowth and we decided to switch our attention to this now
Swllle

The first scssion in the new swin produced eels to
2:14; the second was a blank., But then results slowly improved
Jith an eel of 3:1 and 3:74, topped, on May 271 by an eel of
4313, This swin, however, fished diffcrently from the first
in that baits fished up to 30 yards out rarely produced eels,
whilst those fished at long range (sixty-plus yords) produced
218, I have fished this swin with three different coupanions
and on each occasion they finished up woterlicked by fishing
nornal ronge while I've had eels at long range. . This point
was enphasised by ny . eight eel trouncing of ny friend Jing I
nelieve he will never fish with ne againi R

The first problen I caie across. was how to get o
Jcodless dead-bait out 60 yards. The answer was PVA sheeting.
The first tinme that I tried this I had o rund that ran and ran
il my spool was enpby. Naturally I nissed it. The following
odght I had o similar type of run which mounentarily stopped
FPour times., Wanting to be sure of hooking the ccl, .I waited
for a longer pausc, but it did not conme., As tlhic knot conecting
200 yards of brand hew line o the backihg ran up the rod, I
decided to strike, The result was the cel of 4:1%. L have
20t had a run on dead-~bailt sincec. - '

_ Other probleus incurred in fishing ot long range
include terrific line drag, especiclly when the wind Dblows
creating the undercurrent; there is also. the probleil of getting
an “eel in from that distance - whatever its size, heavy tackle
is required. For this purpose I built a couple of ncw rods.
They are 885 light sea blanks from Going Bros., having on OCW
cf 4-60z, Used with 151b line they are ably suited for hondling
cels at that distance. 8Since the lake is so shallow the ecls
can casily regain the bottom if constant pressure is not applied
o then, and, with the nunber of snags about, this can be costly.

The biggest problen with the lake is the large
wunber of breau, it is packed with then running up toe the 51b
surik. Unforbunately, a change in boit :from wori to uussel or
iish guts greatly reduces the nunber of e¢cls caught.' I have
had rcasonable success with breamn guts .(that's all they're fit
for). The fishing is slow in conseguence and on iorce. thon one
occasion the run has ended beforc a sprike con be nade becausc
the eel has no difficulty in chewing the balt off the hooke



Ge2 Sept 1972, 27.

Lobs fished in peirs is the bait, accounting for nearly all

the eels, big and suall @like. Of nine ecls over 31b, seven
have fallen to worm. In all, up to June 10, I have taken 72
eels in 26 sessions. Paul has teken 25 eels in 20 sessions,
fishing at nornal range.

The reason for the lake to suddenly produce ecls is
not as recuarkable as one would think. In the past it has just
not been hanmered anywhere necr as nuch as now. Obviously,
the water is full of eels and anyone who knows what he's
doing can cateh them if he spends long enough at it. The
lake has direct access to the River Wyre via Marton nere, o
water of siniler size, No doubt, this watcr is probably also
full of cels, but the banks arc extrenely badj and, anyway,

I cannot fish two waters alb oncel

Most of the ecls are short and fat rather than long
and lean, The longest was 36 inches, having a girth of nine
inches. The three pound fish average 32-35 inches long, with
a girth of 63-73 inches. With the large head of bream and
other fish there is plenty of food for the ccls, and, as a
conscquence, the cels are all in first class condition,

Two or thrcece anusing things have happcned while
I've been therc. Probably the funnicst was being woken at
7.30 in the norning by the park kecper. I cucrged fron a
tangle of blankets to be asked what the hell T was doinge.
Duc to the fact that I only had threce rods sat up, he could
not have realised thot I was fishing!

If there is anyonc who would like to have a trip
on this water, he only has to let nme know and T will gladly
pubt him on the right track,.

— s e s s et

LELTTERS TO THE LDITOR

B

The Fisherdes Tinison Group

At the NASG National Angling Conference Dr Peter
Hunt announced the fornation of the FLG., I wrote o hlu to
f£ind out nore about the Group and received the following
replye.

"The principel cim of the Group is to unitve the
angler, River Authoritics and Rescarch Institutions so that
problens applicable to all thrcc nay be discussecd end sonc
solutions perhaps forthcouing; if not, at lcast souc guide-
lines for futurc rescarch could be ascertained, There is
too nuch duplication and too 1little communicaticn between
organisations at proscnt; rarcly is the angler consulted.

If I can be of further help, pleasc do not hesitate
to write.
Yours sincercly,
(signced) Peter € Hunt.



22 NAC Bullctin

Cornish Fels

Cornwall is upperaost in ny nind at the present tine,
noving spent two, scpexrate wecks in pursuit of its eels - roports
next issue. So 1t is with a certain cunnount of pleasure that L
£ind that county uppernoest in soucone else's mind. - Ed.

Congratulations to Paul Wieczorek on producing a firgh
~lass article on Cornish cels; I found this to be quite thought
nrovoking (sonc feat) and one or two points he raised are not
reeuliar only to Cornwall,

Mention was nadc of the greater productivity of silted
P regions in gravel pits and china clay pits. This ties in
wish Terry Coulson's observations in o gravel pit in the Thonces
viiley, in which the only productive spot was where the gravel
woshings had accuunulated. Also it bears out the local "lore"
at Thrapston pit, which maintains that “"the end where the
washings are is by far the best." In ny experience, however,
thoase silted areas orc devoid of weed and I an now wondering
5f the cels favour the silt for its shelter (casicr burrowing),
or for sone forn of food.

Paul comdented that his gravel pits hold only trout
cnd ninnows, but did not say whether the othcer waters held
~+thor coarse fish sporsely or teening. If they have only a
spocse population of other fish, then it fits in nicely with
csother pet theory of nine, that is, that one is nore likely
w0 Ltnd big eels in a water thas conbtains few coarse fish and
‘5 wery often almost devoid of vegetation. Thrapston certainly
cv11¢ into this category beforce its denise during '67-'€9, whon
thie brean mulvinlied fruitfully. Such waters in the Midlands
csece often quite younp and arc still being worked for gravel.
“os Paul any experieace of fishing fresh grdavel pits that have
en F®looded for less than 25 years?

My last comment &onécrns the 8ighting of twe eels
vogether, Popular belief would have it that the eel i & .
solitory creakure between "ehil@hoed" and nigration., However,
" have witnessedl the coptiufe ©f two large (31b+) cels from the
sone spot, within the hour, fa¥ too often how te pive this tuch
credences I feel quibe 8tronply that eels Very oftenl pair up.
M 1967 seven goold ecl8 calie friom Thrapston o nyself, Alan
dawkins and ny brother. Bach of us caught, at menthly intervele,
swo ccls on successive ¢agts in the saue spot; only one of thoe
soven was solitary. I repeated this feat last year in the
~onpany of Nigel Frostwick, and dlso ncarly managed it this year
in o woter reknown not for its rate of runs, but for its few,
Lorge eels: afte® extracting one of 4:2, 1 hod ~nobier e LI
the sone spot, I wohder if Paul, or any other ueiber, has hod
sinilopy experiences? Not all of ny big ones have been paired,
but uost havee
G, Allebene Road, G N Swailcs,.
Irls Barton,

Northanptonshire,

Paul Replies: _
Thankyou Geoff for your muclh appreciated congratulabions.
The point ubout silted areas of gravel pits;”an%?hggqygq;§q§ﬂgu,?u
Fact that cels have o preference for such areds, is substo tiaked,
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to scne degree at least, by ny obscrvations of cels kept in an
aguariun. Before I go ﬁny further, I would cgree that
nisleading facts can be obtainced by observ1nb the habits of
cels in an aquarium and applying these to eels in the wild,
That being su, I do belicve that certain integral points of

an ecl's nake up rum01n uncltered by the fact that they are

in captivity, and are the sauc irrespective of size,

Reasons for ny feoling this woy are the &ppnrcnt
coincidences in the ccls' habits in the wild and in captivity.
I'ronn this I have assuned that whenn the coincidence in question
arose in nunber, it cen be saftley said to be characteristic
of the ecl.

Returning to the question of cels favouring silt,
11y observations of ecels has shown they have o narked preference
for the soft arcas of the bottonm of the tank. The rcason is,

L fecl, for easier burrowing One fact that I fecel clinches
this 1s that therc are no spocial food reasons for then o
favour thet particulnr area If, on the other hand, they

were out foraging for food ana were startled, they would SWiil
around the tank until they reached thls area before burrowing.
Now, if the eel was in the wild, and the food distribution
fairly balanced on the botvoi, ﬂs it uvsually is in grovel pits,
it would have no rcason for noving away fron the ooftor areas
of the bottou.

One or two other points I have noviced are that

cach ecl hag its own hole to which it always recturns. In the
evont of the hole being filled in once the ecl had left it,
the eel would, upon returnln 3 proxptly burrow once nore 1n
exactly the swn spot. Durin; thce hours of doylight the ecl
usually lies buriecd wivh Jjust its hecd sticking vertically
above the botton. When it was stortled it would nercly
reverse into its holc. Another interesting point is that the
cels would often swiin up inte the surface weced and pick up
food that was there: I o not think they were starved!

The gravel pite down herc contoin troubt and ninnows.
Coarsc fish have been introduced in snall nuanbers over the las
few years, and as yet would not have had nuch effect on the
ecls,

I aw surprised to heor thot you find silted areas
devoid of weed., On the contrary, down here they crce rich in
weed growth., Possibly the aummount and the source of the silt
is the najor factor in this apparent contrc dlelon. The silt
build up down herc is slow and naturcl: it is woashed down
fron the noors by the streams. Geoff nentions that the areas
where the washings had cccuuulated were productive, This
type of silting aight not be of a beneficial nature to plant
lifec,

Geoff's thcory on the location of big ccls nicets
with contradiction down here s well (sorry Geuff) But I
rust add that when epplying theories like that down here
there is contradiction between wabters. One woter, proctically
Jaunied solid with weed, containing few coorsce fish yet Lurn:l.nO
out good cels; another with hefty weed growth and full of
coarsc fish, aghln turning out good epls, and still another
that fits in with Geofi's Uh\,ory°

Regarding the point of ccls pairing, I nust agree
with you Geoff. This hos also hoppencd to re on toc nany
occassions for it to be brushed off as coincidence. In fact,
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after taking an ecel I expect therce to be signs of another soon
after. .Again I'1l fall back on the aquariun eels,. On many
occassions I have seen one cel cnerge fron its hole and start
fecding, only to be followed by another. Obviously tine, light
intensity and food source could all play a part in this, bub
the point is that when: one eel noves off the other follows,
Also I have found that the .eels have not necessarily got to

be the sane size. Indeedy I have caught then ot extreiles,

11b+ with 31b+, although in the najority of cases they are of
like sizes. . ' . - Lt =i

6, .Hall Road, . Ly : P A Wieczorek,.
St. Dennis,

St. Austell,

C()l‘nwa.l:lo . Al
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